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PARADOXES

OF DEFENCE,

WHEREIN IS PROVED THE TRVE
grounds of Fight to be in the fhort auncient weapons,
and that the fhort Sword hath aduantage of the long
Sword or long Rapier. And the weakeneffe and imper-
feGtion of the Rapier-fights difplayed. Together with an
Admonition to the noble, ancient , vi€torious, valiant,
and moft braue nation of Englifhmen, to beware of falfe
teachers of Defence , and how they forfake their owne
naturall fights : with a briefe commendation of
the noble fcience or exercifing of
Armes.

By George Stluer Gentleman.

LONDON,
Printed for Edvvard Blount.
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HONORABLE, MY SINGVLAR
GOOD LORD, ROBERT EARLE OF
Effex and Ewe, Earle Marfhall of England, Vif-
count Hereford, Lord Ferrers of Chartley, Bourchier
and Louaine, Matfler of the Queenes Masefttes horfe , &
of the Ordenance, Chancellor of the Vniuerfitie of Cam-
bridge, Knight of the moft modle order of the Gar-

_ ter, and one of ber Higbneffe moft bo-
norable Priuy Counfell.

2l Encing (Right honorable)
M Ylin thisnewfangled age, is like
Ag/lour fafhions , euerie daye a
23 |change, refembling the Ca-
35722 | melion,whoaltereth himfelfe
N % lintoall colours favewhite: fo
Fencing changeth into all wards faue the right.
Thatitisfo , experience teacheth vs : why itis
fo , I doubt not but your wifedome doth con-
ceiue. There is nothing permanent that is not
true, what can be true that is vncertaine ? how

can that be certaine, that ftands vpon vncertain
Azl




THE EPIsTLE

grounds? The mind of managreedie hunter af-
ter truth, finding the feeming truth but chaun-
ging, not alwayes one, but alwayes diuerfe, for-
fakes the fuppofed, to find out the affured cer-
taintie: and fearching euery where faue where
it fhould, meetes with all faue what it would.
VVho feekes & finds not, feekes in vaine ; who
feekes in vaine, muft if he wil find feeke againe:
and feeke he may againe and againe, yetall in
vaine. VVho feckes not what he would, as he
fhould, and where he fhould, as in all other
things (Right honourable) fo in Fencing : the
mind defirous of truth, huntsafterit,and hating
falfhood, flies from it,and therfore hauing mif-
fed itonce, itaflayes the fecond time: if then he
thriuesnot, he tries anotherway : whé that hath
failed he aduentures on the third: & if all thefe
faile him, yet he never faileth to chaunge his
weapon, his fight, his ward, if by any meanes he
may compafle what he moft affe@s: for becaufe
men defire to find out a true defence for them-
felues in their fight, therefore they feeke it dili-
gently, nature hauing taught vs to defend our
felues,and Art teaching how : and becaufe we
mifle it in one way we chaunge to another. But

though

DepicaTORIE.

though we often chop and change, turne and
returne, from ward to ward, from fight to fight,
in this vnconftant fearch, yet wee neuer reft in
anie, and that becaufe we neuer find the truth:

and therefore we neuer find it, becaufe we neuer 5'5'@:’7';:"
feeke it in that weap -2 where it may be found. pn/dkm..

bers in the com-

For , to fecke for a true defence in an vntrue ms weash, i

weapon, is to angle on the earth for fith, and to [,%%3="%

huntin the fea for Hares: truthisancient though seqws o/1rae
. K efence , weight
it feeme an vpftart : our forefathers were wife, ené comscriene

. . length, within
though our age account them foolifh , valiant ;i wmpeeer

though we repute them cowardes: they found /e ==

out the true defence for their bodies in fhort # ammand, be-
. . canfe it maketh
weapons by their wifdome, theydefended them siem sar, svis

. d o, bl
felues and fubdued their enemies, with thofe grep s

weapons with their valour. And (Right hono- 4. and
rable)if we will haue thistrue Defence, we muft s warrinfor-
fecke itwhere it is,in fhort Swords, fhort Staues Prirce, dfence
the halfe Pike, Partifans , Gleues , or fuch like £z
weapons of perfe& légths, not in long Swords, 2tk Rapiris

f rnﬁ; ot 1o be
. 2 L2 o e iy
!ong Rapiers, nor f:rog pricking Poiniards : for teugh, ;:;{:{M‘
if there be no certain grounds for Defence,why scare it me-

ket men feare-

do they teach it? if there be , why haue they not sy 2/ 0s

found it? Not becaufe itis not : to fay fo, were i/l anben

to gainefay the truth : but becaufe it is not cer-fersiceast in e
A 4 )



Tue ErisTLE

taine in thofe weapons which they teach. To
proue this, I haue fet forth thefe my Paradoxes,
different I confefle from the maine current of
our outlandifh teachers, but agreeing I am well
aflured to the truth,and tendingasI hope to the
honor of our Englith nation. The reafonwhich
moued me to aduenture fo great a taske, is the
defire I haue to bring the truth to light, which
hath long time lyen hidden in the caue of con-
tempt, while we like degenerate fonnes, haue
forfaken our forefathers vertues with their wea-
pons,and haue lufted like men ficke ofaftrange
ague, after the ftrange vices and deuifes of Ita-
lian, French and Spanith Fencers, litle remem-~
bring , that thefe Apifh toyes could not free
Rome from Brennius facke, nor Fraunce from
King Henrie the fifthisconqueft. Tothisdefire
to find out truth the daughter of time, begotten
of Bellona , I was alfo moued , that byit I might
remoue the great loffe of our Engli(h gallants,
which we daily fuffer by thefe imperfet fights,
wherein none vndertake the combat, be his
caufe neuer fo good, his ciining neuer fo much,
his ftrength and agilitie neuer fo great, but his
vertue was tied to fortune : happie man, happie

doale,

DepicaToRIE.

doale , kill or be killed is the dreadfull iffue of
this divellith imperfe fight. If that man were
now alive, which beat the Maifter for the fcho-
lers fault, becaufe he had no better inftru@ed
him , thefe Italian Fencers could not efcape his

~ cenfure,, who teach vs Offence, not Defence,

and to fight , as Diogenes {cholers were taught
to daunce, to bring their liues toan end by Art.
VVas Aiax a coward becaufe he fought with a
feuen foulded Buckler,or are we mad to go na-
ked into the field to trie our fortunes, not our
vertues? VVas Achilles a run-away, who ware
that well tempered armour, or are we defperat,
who care for nothing but to fight,andlearnlike
the Pigmeys, to fight with bodkins, or weapons
of like defence? Is it valour for a man to go na-
ked againft his enemie? why then did the La-
cedemonians punith him as defperate, whom
they rewarded for his vallour with a Lawrell
crowne? But that which is moft thamefull, they v, i & witr s
teach mé to butcher one another here at home /%5444, e is

the warres we

in peace,wherewith they cannot hurt theirene- %2/r Repiers

or none at all, but

mies abrode in warre. For, {'our Honour well gt Swords. 7o

hat 1 3
knowes, that when the batte Tofs ort s

s are ioyned, and 7hyi re infagy-
come to the charge, there is no roome for them % 2/ for

that they Fase ne



Tue ErisTLE
Bilts, whereby

theyare iy t0 drawe their Bird-fpits, and when they haue
};;’::":;j"'f’;_" them, what can they doe with them? can they

cially for she had, pierce his Corflet with the point? can they vn-

P P 4

which being firo- . .

tenaisongs  lace his Helmet, vnbuckle his Armour, hew a-
ith x 74 . . ’ - ’

with a verie fmel fander their Pikes with a Stocata,a reuerfa,a Dritta,

bloeoy moft com :

el il /7 a Stramafon,or other fuch like t€peftuous termes?

the fresf b 11O, thefe toyes are fit for children, not for men,

an 2Ing taken -

somsimses for ftragling boyes of the Campe , to murder

neither able 0 oultrie, not for men of Honour to trie the bat-

defend bis bife, P ) !

nrgreatly o te]l with their foes. Thus I have (right Honora-

effend bis enemy : . g

:Zl'f;gﬁ.f:;:' ble) for the trial of the tr.uth,bctwecnc. the fhort
sath Yene ranghs, SWord and the long Rapier, for the fauing of the
Jrwedt e liues of our Englith gallants, who are fent to
I the "ofe of e certaine death by their vncertaine fights , & for
abandoning of that mifchieuous and imperfe&
weapon,which ferues to kill our frigds in peace,

but cannot much hurtour foes in warre , haue I

at this time giuen forth thefe Paradoxes to the

view of the world. And becaufe I knowe fuch

ftraunge opinions had need of ftout defence, I

humbly crave your Honorable protecion, as

one in whom the true nobility of our vi®orious
Aunceftors hath taken vp his refidence. It will

fute to the reft of your Honours moft noble c3-

plements , to maintaine the defence of their

weapons

DepicaTory.

weapons whofe vertues you poffeffe. It agrees

with your Honourable difpofition, to receiue
withfauour what is prefented withloue. It forts

with your Lordthips high authority , to weigh

with reafon, what is fit for marfhallmen. Itisan

viuall point of your Honor , whichwinnes your

Lordthip loue in your countrey , to defend the

truth in whomfoeuer: and it addeth a fupply to

that vvhich your Lordfhip haue of late begun

to your vnfpeakeable honor and our ineftima-

ble benefite, to reduce the vvearing of fwordes

wvith hilts ouer the hands, to the Romane difci- Wiy fovald e
pline, no longer then they might draw them vn-~ ekeisce sir-
der their armes, or ouer their fhoulders. In all 2275 ¥
or any of thefe refpe@s, I reft affured that your j,‘;f.;'f'”',::"""

Lordfhip vvill vouchfafe to receiue vvith fauor wended, aad
exeented? I for

and maintaine vvith honour thefe Paradoxes of s reafon bz
mine, vvhich ifthey be fhrouded vnder fo fafe a;,’:,'f',f':f.,,,
thield, I vvill not doubt but to maintaine vvith ﬂ}f,::,‘:",;""
reafon amongft the vvife, and proue it by pra- shrpertyste
&ife vpon the ignorant, that there is no certaine "
defence in the Rapier, and that there is great
aduantage in the &ort Sword againft the long

Rapicr, or all maner of Rapiers in generall, of

what length foeuer. And that the {hort Staffe



Tue Erist. DEDICATORIE.

hath the vauntage againft the long Staffe of
twelue, foureteene, fixteene or eighteene foote
long, or of what length foeuer. And againfttwo
men vvith their Swordes and Daggers, or two
Rapiers, Poiniards & Gantlets, or each of them
a cafe of Rapiers : vvhich vvhether I can per-
forme or not, I fubmit for triall to your Honors
martiall cenfure , being at all times readie to
make it good, in vvhat maner,and againft vvhat
man foeuer it fhall ftand vvith your Lordfhips
good liking to appoint. And fo I humbly com-
mend this booke to your Lordfhips vviledome
to perufe, and your Honour to the Higheft to
prote in all health and happineffe novve and

cuer.
Your Honors in all dutie,

George Siluer.

AN

AN ADMONITION
TO THE NOBLE, ANCIENT,

VICTORIOVS, VALIANT, AND
MOST BRAVE NATION OF
ENGCLISHMEN.

(ARG Eorge Siluer hauing the perfett 1
@@ ;539\ kngwgcdge of all m:ncr ot;lwcap(':s,
[/ A and being experieced in all maner
%"&."r‘\@ of ﬁghts,g thfrcby perceiuing the
‘C‘:&M Q great abufes by the Italian Tea-
%wﬁ"@t\_\c chers of Offence done vnto them,
= the great errors, inconueniences, &
falfe refolutions they haue brought
them into, haue inforced me, euen of pitie of their moft
lamentable wounds ard flaughters, & as I verily thinke
it my bounden dutie, with all louc and hamilitie to ad-
monifh them to take heed, how they fubmit them-
felues into the hands of Italian teachers of Defence, or
ftraungers whatfoeuer; and to beware how they forfake
or fufpet their owne naturall fight, that they may by
cafting off of thefe Italianated, weake, fantafticall, and
moft diuellifh and imperfe& fights, and by exerci-
fing of their owne ancient weapons, be reftored, or
atchieue vnto their natural, and moft manly and victo-

rious fight againe, the dint and force whereof manie
B

f/



2 An Admonition
braue nations haue both felt and feared. Our plough-
men haue mightily preuailed againft them, as alfo a-
gainft Maifters of Defence both in Schooles and coun-
tries, that haue taken vpon the to ftand vpon Schoole-
trickes and iugling gambolds: whereby it grew to a
common {peech among the countrie-men, Bring me to
a Fencer, I will bring him out of his fence trickes with
good downe right blowes, I will make him forget his
fence trickes I will warrant him. I fpeake not againft
Maifters of Defence indeed, they are to be honoured,
nor againft the Science, it is noble, and in mine opinio
to be preferred next to Diuinitie; for as Diuinitie pre-
ferueth the foule from hell and the diuell, fo doth this
noble Science defend the bodic from wounds & flaugh-
ter. And moreouer, the exercifing of weapons putteth
away aches, griefes, and difeafes, it increafeth ftrength,
and fharpneth the wits, it giueth a perfect iudgement,
it expelleth melancholy, cholericke and euill conceits,
it keepeth a man in breath, perfect health, and
long life. It isvnto him that hath the perfetion there-
of, a moft friendly and comfortable companion when
he is alone, hauing but only his weapon about him, it
putteth him out of all feare, & in the warres and places
of moft danger it maketh him bold, hardie, and valiant.
And for as much as this noble and moft mightic na-
tion of Englithmen, of their good natures, are alwayes
moft louing, verie credulous, & ready to cherifh & pro-
teCt ftragers : yet that through their good natures they
neuer more by ftrangers or falfe teachers may be decei-
ued, once againe I am moft humbly to admonifh the, or

An Admonition.
ftrangers fhall take vpon them to come hither to teach
this noble & moft valiant, & viCtorious nation to fight,
that firft, before they learne of them, they caufe a fuffi-
cient triall of them to be made, whether the excellencie
of their skill be fuch as they profefle or no, the triall to
be very requifite & reafonable, cuen fuch as I my felfe
would be contented withall, if I fhould take vpon me to
go in their countrie to teach their nation to fight. And

thisis the triall: they fhall play with fuch weapos asthey 4 greet fourr 10

profefle to teach withall, three bouts apeece with three ff"'fh:.f':' "":‘
of the beft Englith Maifters of Defence, & three bouts jecess ,,,f?’ ore

apeece with three vnskilful valiant men, and threebouts ¢f ermes ought 1
beskilfull ewith all

maner of weaphs.

apeece with three refolute men halfdrunke. Then if they
can defend théfelues againft thefe maifters of Defence,
and hurt, and go free from the reft, then are they to be
honored, cherifhed, and allowed for perfect good tea-
chers, what countrey men foeuer they be: but if of anie
of thefe they take foile, then are they imperfect in
their profeffion, their fight is falfe, & they are falfe tea-
chers, deceiuers and murtherers, and to be punithed ac-
cordingly, yet no worfe punifhment vnto them I with,
then fuch as in their triall they fhall find.

There are foure efpeciall markes to know the Italian fight
is imperfelt. & that the Italian teachers and fetters
Jorth of books of Defence, neuer had the per~
Jeélion of the true fight.

he firft marke is, they feldome fight in their 2

owne country vnarmed, commonly in this ;’;' 1?0';2:;;&
! » 4 8.
p={3fort, a paire of Gantlettes vpon their hands, wrofi ,'; the Rar

fuch as fhal find in themfelues a difpofition or defirc to and a good fhirt of maile vpon their bodies. pir witbeat it
learne their weapons of them, that from hencefo;{h as The fecdd marke is, that neither the Italians, nor any * ekt i fefs-
ran- » 4 cient.,
B2



4 George Siluer his

of their beft fcholers do neuer fight, but they are

moft cdmonly fore hurt, or one or both of them flaine,
The third marke is, they neuer teach their fcholers,

nor fet downe in their bookes anic perfect lengthes of -

their weapons, without the which no man can by nature
or Art againft the perfect Iegth fight fafe, for being too
fhort, their times are too long, and fpaces too wide for
their defence, and being too long, they wilbe vpon cue-
rie croffe that fhall happen to be made, whether it be
done by skil or chance, in great danger of death; becaufe
the Rapier being too long, the croffe cannot be vndone
in due time, but may be done by going backe with the
feete; but that time is alwaies too long to anfwere
the time of the hand, therfore euery man cught to haue
a weapon according to his owne ftature : the tall man
muft haue his weapon longer then the man of meane
ftature, or elfe he hath wrong in his defence, & the man
of meane ftature muft haue his weapon longer then the
man of fmal ftature, or else he hath wrong in his defence;
& the man of fmal ftature muft beware that he feed not
himfelf with this vaine cceipt, that he wil haue his wea-
pon long, to reach as firre as the tall man, for therin he
fhal haue great difaduantage, both in making of a ftrong
croffe, and alfo in vncroffing againe, and in keeping his
point from croffing, and when a croffe is made vpon
him, to defend himfelf, or indanger his cnemie, or to re-
deeme his loft times. Againe Rapiers longer, then is
conuenient to accord with the true ftatures of men, are
alwaies too long or too heauie to keepe their bodies in
due time from the croffe of the light fﬁort fword of per-
fe€t length, the which being made by the skilfull out of
any of the foure true times, vpon any of the foure c}l;iéctf:c

l-

Paradoxes of Defence. (1
A&ions, by reafon of the vncertaintie & great fwiftnefle
in any of thefc times, they are in great danger of a blow,
or of athruftin the hand,arme, head, body, or face, & in
euerie true crofle in the vncroffing, in great danger of a
blow vpon the head, or a full thruft in the bodie or face:
and being taken in that time & place, the firft mouer in
vncroffing fpeedeth the Rapier man of imperfet 1ggth,
whether it be too long, too thort or too heauie, and go-
eth free himfelfe by the diretion of his gouernours.
The fourth marke is, the croffes of their Rapiers for
true defence of their hands are imperfe&, for the true

cariage of the guardant fight, without the which all
fights are imperfect,

Of fixe chiefe caufes, that many valiant men thinking
themfelues by their pracifes to be skilfull in their
weapons, are yet manie times in their fight fore
hurt, and manie times flaine by men of

Jmall skill, or none at all,

Hc firft and chicfeft caufe is, the lacke of the 3
‘,-)‘1 7 foure Gouernours, without the which it is
= impoﬂible to fight fafe, although a man
reathould practife moft painfully and moft di-
ligently all the daies of his life. _

The fecond cazfe s, the lacke of knowledgein thedue
obferuance of the foure ACtions, the which we cal bent,
fpent, lying fpent, and drawing backe: thefe A¢tions e-
uerie man fightethvpon, whether they be skilfull or vn-
skilfull, he that obferucth them is fafe, he that obfer-
ueth thé not, is in cotinuall danger of euerie thruft that
fhalbe ftrongly made againft him.

-

B3



6 George Siluer his

The third caufe is, they are vnpraltifed in the foure
true times, neither do they know the true times fro the
falfe: therefore the true choife of their times are moft
commonly taken by chance, and feldome otherwife.

The fourth caufe is, they are vnacquainted out of
what fight, or in what maner they are to anfwer the va-
riable fight: and therefore becaufe the variable fight is
the moft eafieft fight of all other, moft comonly do an-
fwer the variable fight with the variable fight, which
ought neuer to be but in the firft diftance, or with the
fhort Sword againft the long, becaufe if both or one of
them fhall happen to prefe, and that in due time of nei-
ther fidefight be changed, the diftance, by reason of nar-
rownefle of fpace, is broken, the place is won and loft of
both fides, then he that thrufteth firft, fpeedeth: if both
happento thruft together, they are both in dager. Thefe
things fometimes by true times, by change of fights, by
chance are auoided.

The fift caufe is, their weapons are moft commonly
too long to vncroffe without going backe with the feet.

The fixt caufe is, their weapons are moft commonly
too heauie both to defend and offend in due time, & by
thefe two laft caufes many valiat me haue loft their liues.

What is the caufe that wife men in learning or prattifing
their weapons, are decesued with
Italsan Fencers.

teach, is both true & falfe; true in their demoftrations,
according withtheir force& time in getle play, & in their
ations

Paradoxes of Defence
a&ions according with true force & time in rough play
or fight, falfe: forexaple, there is as much difference be-
twixt thefe two kind of fights, as thereis betwixtthe true
piGtureof Sir Beuis of Southampton,& Sir Beusshimfelf, if
he were liuing. The third, none ca iudge of the Craftbut
the Crafts-man; the vnskilfull, be he neuer fo wife, can
not truly iudgeof his teacher, or skill, the which helear-
neth, being vnskilful himfelfe. Laftly, & to confirme for
truth all that thal be amiffe, not only in this excellet Sci-
ence of Defence, but in all other excellent fecrets, moft

commonly the lye beareth as good a fhew of truth, as
truth it felfe.

Of the falfe refolutions and vaine opinions of Rapier-men,
and of the danger of death thereby enfuing.

T is a great queftion, & efpecially amo,
the Ragicr-n?cn, who hathpthe vZntagcg(:}4
the thrufter, or of the warder, Some hold
ﬁ'} @' ftrongly, that the warder hath the vantage :
"~ others fay, it is moft certain that the thru-
fter hath the vantage. Nowwhen two do happe to fight,
being both of one mind, that the thrufter hath the van-
tage, they make all fhift theycan, who fhall giue the fisft
thruft: as for example, two Captaines at Southampton c-
uen as they were going to take thipping vpon thekey, fel
atftrife, drew their Rapiers, and prefently, being defpe-

Ne fight perfeRt . . . rate, hardie or refolute, as thc{ qall it, with all force and
,5,,’,‘-,‘,,,,’,,,,,, in ch:c are foure caufes: the f.irﬂ, their schoolmaifters Oucx’- great fpeed, ran with their rapicrs one at the o-
{?'r: & true are imperfect: the fecond is, that whatfoeucr they ther, &were both flaine. Nowwhen two of the contrary

opinion fhall meet and fight, you fhall fee verie peacea-
blewarresbetweene them: for theyverily thinke that he



8 George Siluer bis
that firft thrufteth is in great danger of his life, there-
fore with all fpeede do put themfelues in ward, or Sto-
cata, the fureft gard of all other, as Vincentio faith, and
therevpon they ftand fure, faying the one to the other,
thruft and thou dare; and faith the other, thruft and
thou dare, or ftrike or thruft and thou dare, faith the o-
ther: then faith the other, ftrike or thruft and thou dare
for thy life. Thefe two cunning gentlemen ftanding
long time together, vpon this worthie ward, they both
depart in peace, according to the old prouerbe: It is
good fleeping in a whole skinne. Againe if two fhall
fight, the one of opinion, that he that thrufteth hath the
vantage, and the other of opinion, that the warder hath
the vantage, then most commonly the thrufter being
valiant, with all fpced thrufteth home, and by reafon
of the time and fwift motion of his hand, they are moft
commonly with the points of their rapiers, or daggers,
or both, one or both of them hurt or flaine ; becaufe
their fpaces of defence in that kind of fight, are too wide
in due time to defend, and the place being wonne, the
eye of the Patient by the fwift motion of the Agents
hand, is deceiued. Another refolution they ftand fure
vpon for their liues, to kill their enemies, in the which
they are moft commonly flaine themfelues: that is this:
When they find the point of their enemies rapier out
of the right line, they fay, they mayboldly make homea
thruftwith a Paffata, the which theyobferue,and do ac-
cordingly: but the other hauing a fhorter time with his
hand, as nature manie times teacheth him, fodainly tur-
neth his wrift, whereby he meeteth the other in his paf-
fage iuft with the point of his rapier in the face or body.
And this falfe refolution hath coft manie a life.

That

Paradoxes of Defence. 9

That the caufé that manie are fo often flaine, and manie
Jfore hurt in fight with long Rapiers is not by reafon of
their dangerous thrufls, nor cunm'ngm{ﬁ of that
Italenated fight , but in the length and
onwesldineffe tbereof.

o3 T is moft certaine, that men may with
;o‘ thort fwords both ftrike, thruft, falfe and
Xt double , by reafon of their diftance and
2} nimblencflc therecof , more dangeroufly
€3] then they can with long Rapiers: and yet
when two fight with thort fwordes , hauing true fight,
there is no hurt done:neither is it poffible in anie reafon,
that anie hurt thould be done betwixt them of either
fide , and this is well knowne to all fuch as haue the per-
feGtion of true fight . By this it plainely appearcth, that
the caufe of the great flaughter, and fundrie hurts done
by long Rapiers, confifteth fot in long Reach, dange-
rous thruftes, nor cunningnefle of the Italian fight, but
in the inconuenient length, and vnweildineffe of their
long Rapiers: whereby it commonly falleth out, that in
all their A&ions appertaining to their defence, they are
vnable, in due time to performe,and continually in dgn-
ger of euerie croffe, that fhall happen to be ‘made with
their rapier blades, which being done , within the halfe
rapier; (vnleffe both be of one mind with all fpeed to de-
part, which feldome or neuer happneth betweene men
of valiant difpofition )it is impofiible to vncroffe, or i?t
out, or to auoid the {tabbes of the Daggers. And this
hath falne out manie times amongft valiant men at
thofe weapons. c
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Of running and flanding faft in Rapier fight , the runner
hath the vantage.

6 F two valiant men do fight being both cun-
ning in running, & that they both vfe the fame
at one inftant, their courfe is doubled, the

place is wonne of both fides, and one or both of them
will commonly be flaine or fore hurt: and if one of them
fhall runne, and the other ftand faft vpon the Imbrocata
or Stocata, or howfocuer, the place wilbe at one inftant
wonne of one fide, and gained of the other, and one or
both of them wilbe hurt or flaine: if both fhall prefe
hard vpon the guard, he that firft thrufteth home in true
place, hurteth the other: & if both thruft together, they
are both hurt: yet fome vantage the runner hath, be-
caufe he is an vncertaine marke, and in his motion: the
other is a certaine marke, and in a dead motion: and b
reafon thereof manie times the vnskilfull man taket
vantage he knoweth not how, againft him that lyeth
watching vpon his ward or Stocata guard.

Of friking and thrufling both together.

A It is ftrongly holden of manie, that if in
I&:{ fight they find their enemy to haue more
N

7, '?"' skill then themfelues, they prefently will
w X continually ftrike, & thruft iuft with him,
Frezv @ whereby they will make their fight as
good as his, and thereby haue as good aduantage as the
other with all his skill: but if their fwordes be longer
then the other, then their aduantage is great; for it is
certaine
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certaine (fay they) that an inch will kill a man: but if
their fwordes be much longer then the other, then their
aduantage is o great, that they wilbe fure by thrufting
and ftriking iuft with the other, that they will alwaies
hurt him that hath the (hort fword, and go cleare them-
felues, becaufe they will reach him, when he fhall not
reach them. Thefe men fpeake like fuch as talke of Ro-
bin Hoode, that neuer thot in his bow; for to ftrike or
thruft iuft together with a man of skill, lyeth not in the
will of the ignorant, becaufe the skilfull man alwaies
fighteth vpon the true times, by the which the vnskilfull
is ftill difappointed of both place and time, and there-
fore driuen of neceffitie ftill to watch the other, when &
what he will doe; that is, whether he will ftrike, thruft,
orfalfe: if the vnskilfull ftrike or thruft in the time of fal-
fing, therein he neither ftriketh nor thrufteth iuft
with the other: he may faie, he hath ftroke or thruft be-
fore him, but not iuft with him, nor to anie good pur-
pofe; for in the time of falfing, if he ftrike or thruft, he
ftriketh or thrufteth too fhort: for in that time he hath
ncither time nor place to ftrike home, and as it is faid,
the vnskilfull man, that will take vpon him to ftrike or
thruft iuft with the skilfull, muft firft behold what the
man of skil will doe, and when he will doe it , and ther-
fore of neceflitie is driuen to fuffer the skilfull man to be
the firft mouer, and entred into his A&ion, whether it
be blow or thruft, the truth therof in reafon cannot be
denied. Now iudge whether it be poffible for an vnskil-
full man to ftrike or thruft iuft together with 2 man of
skill; but the skilfull man can mott certainly firike and
thruft juft together with the vnskilfull, becaufe the vn-
skilfull fighteth vpon falfe times, which being too long

C 2
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to anfwere the true times, the skilfull fighting vpon the
true times, although the vnskilfull be the firft mouer,
& entred into his Action, whether it be blow or thruft;
yet the fhortnefle of the truc times maketh at the plea-
fure of the skilfull a ivft meeting together: in perfect
fight two neuer ftrike or thruft together, becaufe they
neuer fuffer place nor time to performe it.

Two vnskilfull men manie times by chance ftrike
and thrufte together, chance vato them, becaufe they
know not what they doe, or how it commeth to paffe:
but the reafons or caufes be thefe. Sometimes two falfe
times meet & make a iuft time together, & fometimes a
true time and a falfe time meeteth and maketh a iuft
time together, and fometimes two true times meet and
make a 1uft time together. And all this hapneth becaufe
the true time and place is vnknowne vnto them.

George Siluer his refolution vpon that hidden or doubt-
Jull quefiion , who kath the aduantage of the
Offender or Defender.

A 725 he aduantage is ftrongly holden of many
Je to be in the offender, yea in fomuch, that
NIEEL7| if two minding to offend in their fight, it
is thought to be in him that firft ftriketh
"ZXCA | or thrufteth. Others ftrongly hold opini-

on that the wardr abfolutely hath ftill the aduantage, but
thefe opininns as they are contrary the one to the other:
fo are they contrarie to true fight, as may well be feene
by thefe fhort examples, If the aduantage be in the war-
der, then it is not good anie time to ftrike or thruft: if
the aduantage be in the ftriker or thrufter, then were it
a friuolous
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a frivolous thing to learne to ward, or at anie time to
fecke to ward, fince in warding licth difaduantage,
Now may it plain:y by thefe examples appeare, that if
there be anie perfection in fight, that both fides are
deceiued in their opinions, becaufe if the ftriker or
thrufter haue the aduantage, then is the warder ftill in
danger of wounds or death. And againe, if the warder
hath the aduantage, then is the ftriker or thrufter in as
great daunger to defend himfelfe againft the warder,
becaufe the warder from his wards, taketh aduantage
of the ftriker or thrufter vpon euerie blow or thruft,
that fhall be made againft him. Then thus I conclude,
that if there be perfection in the Science of De-
fence, they are all in their opinons deceined; and that
the truth may appeare for the fatisfation of all mien,
this is my refolution: there is no aduantage abfolute-
ly, nor difaduantage in ftriker, thrufter, or warder: and
chrc is a great aduantage in the ftriker thrufter & war-
der: but in this maner, in the perfetion of fight the ad-
uantage confifteth in fight betweene partie and partie:
that is, whofoeuer winneth or gaineth the place in true
ace, {pace and time, hath the aduantage, whether
Ec be ftriker, thrufter or warder. And that is my re-
folution.

Of Spanish fight vvith the Rapier.

AHe Spaniard is now thought to be a better g

g man with his Rapier then is the Italian,

) Frenchman, high Almaine, or anie other
o countric man whatfoeuer, becaufe they in

their Rapier-fight ftand vpon fo manie intricate trickes,

Cs3
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that in all the courfe of a mans life it thall be hard to
learne them, and if they miffe in doing the leaft of them
in their fight, they are in danger of death. But the Spa-
niard in his fight, both fafely to defend himfelfe, and to
endanger his enemie, hath but one onely lying, and two
wards to learne, wherein a man with fmall practife in a
verie fhort time may become perfeét.

This is the maner of Spanifh fight, they ftand as
braue as they can with their bodies ftraight vpright,
narrow fpaced, with their feet continually mouing, as if
they were in a dance, holding forth their armes and Ra-
piers verie ftraight againft the face or bodies of their e-
nemies: & this is the only lying to accomplifh that kind
of fight, And this note, that as long as any man fhall
lic in that maner with his arme, and point of his Rapier
ftraight, it fhall be impoffible for his aduerfarie to lfurt
him, becaufe in that ftraight holding forth of his arme,
which way foeuer a blow fhall be made againft him, by
reafon that his Rapier hilt lyeth o farre before him, he
hath but averie litle way to moue, to make his ward per-
fect, in this maner. If a blow be made at the right fide
of the head, a verie litle mouing of the hand with the
knuckles vpward defendeth that fide of the head or bo-
dic, and the point being ftill out ftraight, greatly endan-
gereth the ftriker: and fo likewife, if 2 blow be made at
the left fide of the head, a verie {mall turning of the
wrift with the knucklesdownward, defendeth that fide of
the head and bodie, and the point of the Rapier much
indangereth the hand, arme, face or bodie of the ftriker:
and if anie thruft be made, the wards, by reafon of the
indire@ions in mouing the feet in maner of dauncing,
as aforefaid, maketh a perfe@ ward, and ftill withall the

point
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point greatly endangereth the other. And thus is the
Spanifh fight perfect: fo long as you can keepe that or-
der, and foone learned, and therefore to be accounted
the beft fight with the Rapier of all other. But note how
this Spanifh fight is perfect, and you fhall fee no
longer then you can keepe your point ftraight againft
y(;;ll’ aduerfarie: as for example, {,haue heard the like
eft.

There was a cunning Do&or at his firft going to fea,
being doubtfull that he thould be fea-ficke, an old wo-
man perceiuing the fame, faid vato him: Sir, I pray, be
of good comfort, I will teach you a tricke to auoid that
doubt; here is a fine pibble ftone, if you pleafe to accept
it, take it with you, and when you be on thip-bord, put
it in your mouth, and as long as you thall keepe the
fame in your mouth, vpon my credit you fhall neuer vo-
mit:the Doctor beleeued her, and tooke it thankfully at
her hands, and when he was at fea, he began to be ficke,
whereupon he prefently put the ftone in his mouth,
&there kept it fo long as he poffibly could, but through
his extreme ficknefle the ftone with vomit was caft out
of his mouth: then prefently he remebred how the wo-
man had mocked him, and yet her words were true.

Euen fo a Spaniard hauing his Rapier. point put by,
may receiue a blow on the head, or a cut ouer the face,
hand, or arme, or a thruft in the body or face,and yet his
Spanifh fight perfect, fo long as he can keepe ftraight
the point of his Rapier againft the face or body of his
aduerfarie: which is as eafie in that maner of fight to be
done, as it was for the DoCtor in the extremity of his
vomite to keepe the ftone in his mouth.

Yet one other pretie ieft more, fcarce worth the rea-
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ding, in commendation of outlandifh fight. There was
an ltalian teacher of Defence in my time, who was fo
excellent in his fight, that he would haue hit anie En-
glith man with a thruft, iuft vpon any button in his dou-
blet, and this was much fpoken of.

Alfo there was another cunning man in catching of
wildgeefe, he would haue made no more ado, when he
had heard them crie, as the maner of wi ldgeefe is, flying
one after another in rowes, but prefently looking vp,
would tell them, if there had benea dofen, fixtecne, twe-
tic, or more, he would haue taken euerie one. And this
tale was manie times told by men of good credit, and
much maruelled at by the hearers: & the man that wold
haue taken the wildgeefe, was of good credite himfelfe:
marie they faid, indeed he did neuer take anie, but at a-
nic time when he had looked vp, and feene them flie in
that maner, he would with all his heart haue taken the,
but he could no more tell how to do it, then could the
cunning ltalian Fencer tell how to hit an Englithman,

with a thruft iuft vpon any one of his buttons, when he
lifted.

Illufions for the maintenance of imperfect weapons & falfe
Sights , to feare or difcourage the vnskilfull in their
weapons, from taking a true courfé or vfe,
Jor attaining to the perfed know-
ledge of true fight.

Irft, for the Rapier (faith the Italian, or falfe
§ teacher) I hold it to be a perfet ‘good wea-
20) PO, becaufe the croffe hindreth not to hold
% the handle in the hand, to thruft both far &
ftraight, & to vfe all maner of aduantages in the wards,
or

Paradoxes of Defence. 17
or fodainly to caft the fame at the aduerfarie,, but with
the Sword you are driuen with all the ftrength of the
hand to hold faft the handle. And in the warres I would
with no friend of mine to weare Swords with hilts, be-
caufe when they are fodainly fet vpon, for hafte they fet
their hands vpon their hilts in fteed of their handles : in

which time it hapneth manic times before the Thy ;
draw their fwords, they are flaine by their encmies.y If::gﬁ"{: :'"":{':';
for Sword and Buckler fight,itis imperfe@, becaufe the 5 A o el

. hat 01
buckler blindeth the fight, neither would I haue anie :'"ﬁ;z}'; :z

man lie aloft with his hand aboue his head, to ftrike /%> oot of the
found blowes. Strong blowes are naught, efpeciallf;yr;,? right way.

ing fet aboue the head, becaufe therein all the face and

bodie is difcouered. Yet I confeffe , in old times »when l:,l'yw'.' iy
blowes were only vfed with fhort Swords & Bucklers,&::i- simes ,&m *
back Sword, thefe kind of fights were good & moft ma- 14 were, yet

. . . be
ly,but now in thefe daies fight is altered. Rapiers are 16- :h{;}f;::: bo-

ger for aduatage the fwords were wot to be: whe blowes 4 /s, becase

were vied, men were fo fimple in their fight , that they 5 £ et fight

thought him tobe a coward;: that wold mgake a thruoft oyr zﬂﬂ;’;‘;}?:
firike a blow beneath the girdle. Againe, if their weapsy 7 tht fourd
were fhort,, as in times paft they were, yet fight is better g.:;ﬁi;‘;:;:

looked into in thefe dayes, than then it was. Who is it in  # the keger,is
thefe daics feeth not that the blow copaffeth round like £ fedrex.
awheele, whereby it hath a longer way to g0, but the coure of the bloeo

thruft paffeth in a ftraight line, and therefore commeth % ks is 1o

anearer way, and done in a fhorter time thé is the blow,ﬁktjfzz? g ’:-

and is more deadly then is the blow? Therefore there is 47 ir difconered:

"o wife man that will ftrike, vnlefle he be wearie ::,‘,f:b,-,',',;;‘,’,-,',?
of his life. It is certaine > that the point for aduantage thet they did wot

cueric way in fight is to be vfed, the blow is vtterly raf xor firike
naught, and not to be vfed. He that fighteth vpon the}:: 1,.55':/,&7;1:



as in thefe daies
we imagine. A-
gaine, if a man
Soold hage fought

Sword, theywould

Gobbes Tragers.

18 George Siluer bis

blow efpecially with a fhort fword , wilbe fore hurt or
flaine. The deuill can fay no more for the maintenance .
of errors,

That a blow commeth continually as neare a way as a thruft,
and moft commonly nearer, fironger,
more fuwifter, and is fooner
done.

=75 He blow, by reafo that it compafleth round
| ke like 2 wheele, whereby it hath 2 longer way
Y to come, as the Italian Fenfer faith, & that
the thruft paffing in a ftraight line, commeth
a nearer way, and therefore is fooner done then a blow,
is not true: these be the proofes.

Let two lie in their perfett ftrengths and readinefie,
wherein the blades of their Rapiers by the motion of the
body, may not be croffed of either fide, the one to ftrike,
and the other to thruft. Then meafure the diftance or
courfe wherein the hand and hilt paffeth to finith the
blow of the one, and the thruft of the other, and you
fhall find them both by meafure, in diftance all one.

And let anie man of iudgement being feene in the ex-.

ercife of weapons, not being more addi@ed vnto nouel-
ties of fight, then vnto truth it felfe, put in meafure, and
prattife thefe three fights , variable, open, and guar-
dant, and he fhall fee, that whenfocuer anie man lyethat
the thruft vpon the variable fight, (where of neceffitie
moft commonly he lyeth, or otherwife not poffiblie to
keepe his Rapier from croffing at the blow & thruft, vp-
on the open or gardant fight, ) that the blowes & thruftes
from thefe two fightes, come a nearer way, and a more

ftronger
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fironger and fwifter courfe then doth the thruft, out of
the variable fight. And thus for a generall rule , where-
foeuer the Thrufter lyeth, or out of what fight foeuer
he fighteth, with his Rapier, or Rapier and Dagger, the
plow in his courfe commeth as neare, and nearer, and
more fwift and ftronger then doth the thruft.

Perfelt fight flandeth vpon both blow and thruft , there-
Jore the thruf is not onely to be vfed,

5775\ Hat there is no fight perfe@ without both 12
¢ blow and thruft: neither is there anie cer-
g Bon taine rule to be fet downe for the vfe of the

there are manie motions, with the hand, bodie, and
feet, and in euerie motion the place of the hand is alte-
red, & becaufe by the motions of the hand, the altering
of the places of the hand, the changes of lyings, wards,
and breaking of thruftes, the hand will fometimes be in
place to ftrike, fome times to thruft, fometimes after a
blow to thruft, and fometimes after a thruft to ftrike, &
fometimes in place where you may ftrike, and cannot
thruft without lofle of time, and fometimes in place
where you may thruft, and cannot ftrike without loffe of
time, and fometimes in place where you can neither
firike nor thruft, vnleffe you fight vpon both blow and
thruft, nor able to defend your felfe by ward or going
backe , becaufe your {pace wilbe too wide, and your di-
ftance Toft . And fometimes when you haue ‘made a
thruft, a ward or breaking is taken in fuch fort with the
Dagger or blade of the Sword, that you ci neither thruft
againe, nor defend your felfe vnlefle you doftrike, which
D2

point onely, thefe be the reafons : In fight T b
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you may foundly doe, and go free, and fometimes whep
you ftrike, a ward wilbetaken in fuch fort, that you cap.
not ftrike againe, nor defend your felfe, vnlefle yo,
thruft, which you may fafely doe and goe free . So o
conclude, there is no perfe@ion in the true fight, with.
out both blow and thruft, nor certaine rule to be fep
downe for the point onely.

That the blow is more dangerous and deadly in fight , then 4
thruft , for praaﬁ' thereof to be made according with Art,
an Englishman holdeth argument againft an Italian,

Italian.
7 Hich is more dangerous or deadly in
fight of a blow or a thruft?

\ Englishman.

This queftion is not propounded ac-
Y cording to art, becaufe there is no fight
perfect without both blow and thrutt,

Italian.

Let it be fo, yet o§inions are otherwife holden, that
the thruft is onely to be vfed, becaufe it commeth a nea-
rer way, and is more dangerous and deadly, for thefe
reafons: firft the blow compaffeth round like a wheele,
but the thruft paffeth in aftraight line, therfore the blow
by reafon of the compaffe, hath alonger way to go then
the thruft, &is therefore longer in doing, but the thruft
pafleth in a ftraight line, therfore hath fhorter way to go
the hath the blow, & is therfore done in afhorter time, &
is therfore much better then the blow, & more dange-
rous and deadly, becaufe if a thruft do hit the face or bo-
die, it indangereth life, and moft commonly death en-
fucth: but if the blow hit the bodie, it is not {o dagerous.

Englishman.
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Englishman,

Let your opinios be what they wil, but that the thruft
cometh a nearer way, & is fooner done then the blow, is
not true: & for proofe thereof reade the twelfth Paradox.
And now will I fet downe probable reafons, that the T2 sm mre
plow is better then the thmg, and more dangerous and 4engerens thes
deadly. Firft, the blow commeth as neare a way , & moft the thraf.
comonly nearer then doth the thruft, & is therfore done
in a fhorter time then is the thruft: therfore in refpe of
time, wherupon ftadeth the perfection of fight, the blow
ismuch better then the thruft, Againe, the force of the
thruft paficth ftraight, therefore any crofle being indi-
rectly made, the force of a child may put it by: but the
force of a blow paffeth indirectly, therefore must be di-
rettly warded in the counterchecke of his force: which
canot be done but by the cGuenient ftrength of a man, &
with true crofle in true time, or elfe will not fafely defed
him: and is therfore much better, & more dagerous the
the thruft, and againe, the thruft being made through
the hand, arme, or leg, or in many places of the body and
face, are not deadly, neither are they maimes, or lofle of
limmes or life, neither is he much hindred for the time
in his fight, as long as the bloud is hot:for example.

I haue knowne a Getlema hurt in Rapier fight, in nine

or ten ﬁlaccs through the bodie, armes, and legges, and
yet hath continued in his fight , & afterward hath flaine
the other, and come home and hath bene cured of all his gz, 3,0 canrers
wouds without maime, & is yet living.But the blow be- of rh end, the
ing ftr3gly made, taketh fomtimes cleane away the hand ;"::;,:f:,”’f; ard
from the arme, hath manie times bene feene. Againe, jaq,
2 full blow vpon the head or face with a fhort fharpe
Sword, is moft commonly death. A full blow vpon tﬁc

D3
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the firfi wound
with a fireng
blow, commaun-
deth the life of
the other.
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necke, thoulder, arme, or legge, indangereth life, cut-
teth off the veines, mufcles, and finewes, perifheth the
bones : thefe wounds made by the blow, in refpe& of
perfet healing, are the loffe of limmes, or maimes in-
curable for cuer.

And yet more for the blow:a ful blow vpon the head,
face, arme, leg, or legs, is death, or the partie so woun-
ded in the mercie of him that fhall fo wound him,. For
what man fhall be able long in fight to ftand vp , either
to reuenge, or defend himfelfe, hauing the veines, mu-
fcles, and finewes of his hand, arme, or leg cleane cut a-
funder? or being difmembred by fuch wound vpon the
face or head, but fhall be enforced therby, and through
the loffe of bloud, the other alitle dallying with him, to
yeeld himfelf,, or leaue his life in his mercie?

And for plainer deciding this cotrouerfie betweene
the blow and the thruft, confider this thort note. The
blow commeth manie wayes, the thruft doth not fo. The
blow commeth a nearer way then a thruft moft com-
monly, and is therefore fooner done. The blow requi-
reth the ftrength of 2 man to be warded ; but the thruft
may be put by, by the force of a child. A blow vpon the
hand, arme, or legge is a maime incurable; but a thruft
in the hand, arme, or legge is to be recouered. The
blow hath manie parts to wound, and in euerie of
them commaundeth the life; but the thruft hath but a
few, as the bodie or face, and not in cuerie part of
them neither.

o
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Of the difference betwixt the true fight & the falfe: wher-
in confifieth (the Principles being had with the di-
rection of the foure Gouernors) the whole
perfection of fight with all ma-
ner of weapons.

geZz =\ He truc fights be thefe: whatfoeuer is 14
@ %@ﬁ) done with the hand before the foot or
A\ feet is true fight. The falfe fights be thefe:
1 ’?}AQ?;)‘% whatfoeuer is done with the foot or feet
TS before the hand, is falfe, becaufe the hand
is fwifter then the foot , the foot or feet being 2 flower
mouer then the hand: the hand in that maner of fight is
tied to the time of the foot or feet, and being tied there-
to, hath loft his freedome, and is made thcrcbz as flow

in his motions as the foot or fect: and therfor that fight
is falfe.

i

Of euill orders or cuflomes in our English Féce-fchooles,&
of the old or ancient teaching of weapons, & things very
neceffarie to be continued for the auoiding of er-
rors, and reusuing and continuance gf our
anclent vveapons, and moft vikto-
rious fight agasne.

¢ ®
e

an euill order or cuftome in thefe dayes v-
fed, the which, if it might ftand with the
::J}good liking of our Maifters of Defence, I

thinke it neceffarie to be left: for as long as
it is vfed, it fhall be hard to make a good Scholler.

Here is in my opinid in our Fence-fchooles 15
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That is this, at the fingle Sword, Sword and Dagger, &
Sword and Buckler, they forbid the thruft, & at the fin-
gle Rapier,and Rapier & Dagger, they forbid the blow,
Either they arc both together beft, or the thruft altoge-
ther beft, or the blow altogether beft. If the thruft be
beft, why do we not vfe it at the fin gle Sword, Sword &
Dagger, & Sword and Buckler. If the blow be beft, why
do we not vfe it at the fingle Rapier, Rapier & Poinyard?
But knowing by the Art of Armes, that no fight is per-
fe@ without both blow and thruft, why do we not vfe
and teach both blow and thruft? But howfoeuer this we
dayly fee,that whe two meet in fight, whether they haue
skall or none, vnlefle fuch as haue tied théfelues to that
boyith, Iralian, weake, imperfect fight, they both ftrike
and thruft, and how fhall he then do, that being much
taught in fchoole, neuer learned to ftrike, nor how to
defend a ftrong blow? & how fhall he thé do, that being
brought vp in Féce-fchoole, that neuer learned to thruft
with the fingle Sword, Sword and Dagger, and Sword
and Buckler, nor how at thefe weapos to breake a thruft?
Surely, I thinke a downe right fellow, that neuer came
in fchoole, vfing fuch skill as nature yeeldeth out of his

courage, ftrength, and agilitie, with good downe right

blowes and thrufts among, as fhall beft frame in his
hands, fhold put one of thefe imperfect fchollers great-
ly to his thifts. Befides, there are now in thefe dayes no
gripes, clofes, wreftlings, ftriking with the hilts, dag-
gers, or bucklers, vfed in Fence-fchooles. Our plough-
men by nature wil do all thefe things with great ftrégth
& agility: but the Schooleman is altogether vnacquain-
ted with thefe things. He being faft tyed to fuch fchool-

play as he hath learned, hath loft thereby the bcneﬁtcf
o
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of nature, and the plowman is now by nature without
art a farre better man then he. Therefore in my opinion,
as long as we barre anie maner of play in fchoole, we
fhall hardly make a good fcholler: there is no maner of
tcachinﬁ comparable to the old ancient teaching, that
is, firft their quarters, then their wardes, blowes, tﬁmﬂ:&
and breaking of thruftes, then their Clofes and Gripes,
ftriking with the hilts, Daggers, Bucklers, Wraftlings,
ftriking with the foote or knee in the Coddes, and all
thefe are fafely defended in learning perfeétly of the

Gripes. And this is the ancient teaching, the perfeQeft Inthe warrer Vor-

nation of Stecca-
fhall neuer fcholler be made able , doe his vttermoft , tas, Imbrocates,

nor fight fafe. Againe their fwordes in fchooles are too /¢ *r -

& moft beft teaching; and without this teaching, there

long by almoft halfe a foote to vncroffe, without going
backe with the feete, within diftance or perfettly to
ftrike or thruft within the halfe or quarter fword. And
in feruing of the Prince, when men do meet together in
publique fight, are vtterly naught and vnferuiceable.

The beft lengthes for perfect teaching of the true fight Leg weapens

wers.

to be vfed and continued in Fence fchooles, to accord ™7%4-

with the true ftatures of all men, are thefe. The blade to
be 2 yard and an inch for meane ftatures, and for men
of tall ftatures, a yard and three or foure inches, and no
more . And I would haue the Rapier continued in
fchooles, alwaies readie for fuch as fhall thinke them-
felues cunning, or fhall haue delight to play with that
imperfet weapon.Prouided alwaies, that the Schoole-
maifter or Vfher play with him with his fhort Sword,
plying him with all maner of fight according to the
true art: this being continued the truth fhall flourith,
the lye fhalbe beaten downe , and all nations not ha-
E
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uing the true fcience, fhall come with all gladnefle to
the valiant and moft braue Englifh maisters of Defence
to learne the true fight for their defence.

The grounds or Principles of true fight with all

16 maner of weapons.

X2 Irft Iudgement, Lyings, Diftance, Direti-
on, Pafe, Space, Place, Time, Indireti-
on, Motion, A&ion, generall and conti-
J nuall Motion, Progreflion, Regreffion,
Trauerfing, and Treading of groundes,
Blowes, ‘Thruftes, Faulfes, Doubles, Slipes, Wardes,
breakings of Thrufts, Clofings, Gripes, & Wraftlings,
Guardant fight, Open fight, Variable fight, and Clofe
fight, and foure Gouernours.

The wardes of all maner of weapons.

L fingle weapons haue foure wardes, and
Ve 'l'- 74 all double weapons haue eight wardes.

‘ 'f"‘“ The fingle fword hath two with the point
3 vp, and two with the point downe. The
& Staffe and all maner of weapons to be v-
fed with both handes haue the like,

The Sword and Buckler, and Sword and Dagger are
double weapons, and haue cight wardes, two with the
point vp, and two with the point downe, and two for
the legges with the point downe, the point to be caried
for both fides of the legges, with the knuckles downe-
ward, and two wardes with the Dagger or Buckler for
the head. The Forreft bill is a double weapon by reafon

of
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of the head, and therefore hath eight wardes, foure with
the Staffe, foure with the head, foure of them to be vied
as with the ftaffe, and the other foure with the head, the
one vp, the other downe, and the other fidewaies,

The names and numbers of times appertaining vnto fight
bothtrue and falfe.

=] Here are eight times , whereof foure are 18
N2V, true , and foure are falfe: the true times
IE be thefe.
The time of the hand.
The time of the hand and bodie.
The time of the hand ,bodie and foote.
The time of the hand, bodie and feete.
The falfé times be theje.
The time of the foote.
The time of the foote and bodie.
The time of the foote, bodie and hand.
The time of the feete, bodic and hand.

Thus haue I thought good to feparate and make
knowne the true times from the falfe , with the true
wardes thereto belonging, that thereby the rather in
praltifing of weapons, a true courfe may be taken for
the auoiding of errours and euill cuftomes, and fpeedie
attaining of good habit or perfect being in the true vie
and knowledge of all maner of weapons.

Of the length of weapons, and how euerie man may fit him-
JSelfe in the fﬂﬁﬁ length of his weapon, accor-
ding to his owne flature , with bricfe rea-
Jfons wherefore they ougbtizto be fo.
2



If the fevord be
longer, you can
Aardly vmecroffe
withest going
backe with your
JSeet. If foorter,
1hé you can bard-
Iy make atrae
eroffe withont
purting in of your
Jeet,the which
times are tos long
10 anfoer the
time of the band.

The like reafons
JSor the foert
faffe, baif Pil,
Forreft bill, Par-
tifan,or Glese, or
Juch like weapons

of perfell length,
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224 O know the perfect length of dyour Sword,
Ve you fhall ftand with your fwor and.daggcr
drawn, as you fee this pitture, keeping out
ftraight your dagger arme, drawinge backe
your fword as %ar as conueniently you can, not opening
the elbow ioynt of your fword arme: and looke what you
can draw within your dagger, that is the iuft length of
your fword,to be made according to your owne ftature,
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The perfet length of your two hand fword is, the
blade to be the length of th blade of your fingle fword.
To know the perfect length of your fhort ftaffe, or
half Pike, Forreft bil, Partifan, or Gleue,or fuch like wea-
pons of vantage and perfect lengths, you fhall ftand vp-
right,holding the ftaffevpright clofe by your body,with
your left had, reaching with your right hand your ftaffe
as high as you can, and then allow to that length a fpace
to fet both your hands, when you come to fight, where-
in you may conueniently ftrike, thruft, and ward, & that
is theiuft length to be made according to your ftature.
And this note,that thefe lengths will commonly fall out
to be eight or nine foot long, and will fit, although not
iuft, the ftatures of all men, without any hindrance at all
vato them in their fight, becaufe in any weapon wherin
the hands may be remoued, and at libertie, to make the
weapon loger or fhorter in fight at his pleafure,a foot of
the ftaffe behind the backmoft hand doth no harme.
And wherfore thefe weapons ought to be of the lengths
aforefaid, and no fhorter , thefe are the reafons: If they
fhould be fhorter, then the long ftaffe, Morris Pike, and
fuch like weapons ouer and aboue the perfect length,
thould haue great vantage againft them, becaufe he may
come boldly and fafe without anie gard or ward, to the
Elace where he may thruft home,and at enery thruft put
im in danger of his life:but if thefe weapons be of their
perfect lengths , then can the long ftaffe, the Morris
Pike, or anie other longer weapon ly nowhere in true
fpace, but fhall be ftill within compafie of the crofle, to
croffe and vncrofle, wherby he may fafely paffe home to
the place,where he may ftrike or thrufthimthathaththe
long weapon,in the head, face,or body Ea\t his pleafure.
3
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Of the lengths of the Battel axe, Halbard, or blacke Bil],
or fuch ltke vveapons of weight, appertaining
wntogardor battell,

R N anie of thefe weapons there needeth
%r'ﬁz ﬁ‘\*w no iuft length, but commonly they are, or
Kjfé IR ought to be fiue or fixe foot long, & may
{ \{3] &ﬁz not well be vfed much longer, becaufe of
KFEECN their weights: and being weapons for the
warres or battell, when men are ioyned clofe together,
may thruft,& ftrike found blowes, with great force both
ftrong and quicke: and finally for the iuft lengths of all
other fhorter or longer weapons to be gouerned with
both hands, there is none: neither is there anie certaine
lengthes in anie maner of weapons to be vfed with one
hand, ouer or vnder the iuft length of the fingle fword.
Thus endeth the length of weapons.

Of the vantages of weapons in their kinds, places, & times,
both in priuate and publike fight.

g Irft T will begin with the worft weapon,
an imperfect and infufficient weapon,
and not worth the {peaking of ; but now
=Y being highly efteemed, therefore not to

2233E be left vnremembred; that is, the fingle
Rapier, and Rapier and Poiniard.

The fingle Sword hath the vantage againft the fin-
gle Rapier.

The Sword and Dagger hath the vantage againft the
Rapier and Poiniard.

The
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The Sword & Target hath aduatage againft the Sword
and Dagger, or Rapier and Poiniard.

The Sword and Buckler hath aduantage againft the
Sword and Target, the Sword and Dagger, or Rapier
and Poiniard.

The two hand Sword, hath the vantage againft the
Sword and Target, the Sword and Buckler , the Sword
and Dagger, or Rapier and Poiniard.

The Battel-axe, the Halbard, the Blacke-bill,or fuch
like weapons of weight,appertaining vnto guard or bat-
tell,are all one in fight, and haue aduantage againft the
two hand Sword, the Swordand Buckler,the Sword and
Target,the Sword & dagger, or the Rapier & Poiniard.

The fhort ftaffe or halfe Pike, Forreft-bill, Partifan,
or Gleue, or fuch like weapons of perfect length, haue
the vantage againft the Battel-axe , the Halbard , the
Blacke-bill, the two hand fword, the Sword and Target,
and are too hard for two Swords and Daggers, or two
Rapiers and Poiniards with Gantlets, and for the long
ftaffe and Morris Pike.

The long Staffe, Morris Pike,or Iauelin, or fuch like
weapons aboue the perfect length, haue aduantage a-
gainft all maner of weapons, the fhort ftaffe, Welch
hooke, Partifan,or Gleue, or fuch like weapons of van-
tage excepted: yet too weake for two Swords and Dag-
gers or two Swords and Bucklers, or two Rapiers and
Poiniards with Gantlets, becaufe they are too long to
thruft, ftrike, and turne fpeedily: and by reafon of the
large diftance, one of the Sword and Dagger-men will
getbehind him,

The Welch hooke or Forreft bill,hath aduantage a-
gainft all maner of weapons whatfoeuer.



2 George Siluer his

Yet vnderftand, that in battels ,and where varietie of
weapons be, amongft multitudes of men and horfes,the -

Sword and Target, the two hand Sword, the Battel-axC'
the Blacke-bill, and Halbard, are better weapons , and
more dangerous in their offence and forces , then is the
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clouen . And for Wardes and Gripes, .they haue none,
neither can anyof thefe fine Rapier men,for lacke of vfe,
tell howe to ftrike a found blow.

Of the vantages and fufficiencie of the short
Sword fight in battell,

Sword and Buckler, fhort ftaffe,, long ftaffe, or Forreft
bill. The Sword and Target leadeth vpon Shot, and in
troupes defendeth thrufts ind blowes giuen by battel-
axe, Halbards, Blacke-bill, or two hand fwords, far bet.
ter then can the Sword and Buckler.

The Morris Pike defendeth the battell from both
horfe and man, much better then can the fhort ftaffe,
long ftaffe, or Forreft bill. Againe, the Battel-axe, the
Halbard, the Blacke bill,the two hand fword,and Sword
& Target, amongft armed men and troopes, when men
are come together , by reafon of their weights, fhort-
nefle, and great forces , do much more offend the ene-
mie, & are then much better weapons, then is the thort
ftaffe, the long Staffe, or Forreft bill.

He fhort Sword, and Sword and Dagger, 23

are perfect good weapons , and efpecially

in feruice of the Prince. What a braue wea-

pon is a fhort fharpe light Sword, to carie,
todraw, to be nimble withall, to ftrike, to cut, to thruft
both ftrong and quicke. And what a goodly defence isa
ftrong fingle hilt, when men are cluftering and hurling
together , efpecially where varictie of weapons bé, in
their motions to defend the hand , head, face, and bo-
dies , from blowes, that thalbe giuen fometimes with
Swordes, fometimes with two handed Swordes, battell
Axe, Halbardes , or blacke Billes , and fometimes men
fhalbe fo neare together , that they fhall haue no fpace,
fcarce to vfe the blades of their Swordes belowe their
waftes, then their hilts (their handes being aloft) defen-
deth from the blowes, their handes, armes, heads, faces,
and bodies : then they lay on, hauing the vfe of blowes
and Gripes , by force of their armes with their hilts,
ftrong blowes, at the head, face, armes , bodies , and
fhoulders, and manie times in hurling together , fcope
is giuen to turne downe their points,with violent thrufts
at their faces, and bodies, by reafon of the fhortnefle
of their blades, to the mightie annoyance , difcomfort,
and great deftruction of their enimies. One valiant man
with a Sword in his hand , will doe better feruice , then
ten Jtalians, or Italienated with the Rapiers,

Of the infufficiencie and difaduantages of the
Rapiers-fight in Battell.

3 Or thefingle Rapier,or Rapier & Poiniard,
X they are imperfect & infufficient weapons:
) and efpecially in the feruice of the Prince,
; ; ‘.«whcn men fhall ioyne together, what fer-

LT &I R yice can afouldier gowith a Rapier, a chil-
difh toy wherwith a man can do nothing but thruft,nor
that neither, by reafon of the length, and in euerie mo-
uing when blowes are a dealing ,for lacke of a hilt is in
daunger to haue his hand or arme cut off, or his head
clouen?
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That all maner of double weapons, or weapons to be vfed
with boch baiides, hawe aduantage againft the fin-
gle Rapier or fingle Sword, there 15 no
queftion to be made.

That the Sword and Buckler hatbh the vantage a-
gamft the Sword and Dagger.
=] He Dagger is an imperfe@ ward , al-
though borne out ftraight , to make the
¥ Space narrow, whereby by alitle mouing
of the hand, may be fufficient to faue both
fides of the head , or to breake the thruft
from the face or body,yet for lackeof the circumference
his hand will lie too highor too low,ortoo weake, to de-
fend both blowand thruft: ifhe lye ftraight with narrow
fpace,which is beft to breake the thruft,thenhe licth too
weake, and too lowe to defend his head from a ftron
blow : if helye high, that is ftrong to defend his head,
but then his {pace wilbe too wide to breake the thruft
from his bodie . The Dagger ferueth well at length to
put by a thruft, and at the halfe Sword to croffe the
Sword blade, todriue out the Agent, and put him in
danger of his life, and fafely in anie of thefe two actions
to defend himfelfe. But the Buckler,by reafon of his cir-
cumference and weight, being well caried, defendeth
fafelyin all times and places , whether it be at the point,
haife Sword, the head, bodie, and face, from all maner
of blowes and thruftes whatfocuer,yet I haue heard ma-
nie hold opinion, that the Sword and Dagger hath ad-
uantage of the Sword and Buckler, at the Clofe, by rea-
fon of thelength and point of the Dagger: and at the
point
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point of the Sword , they can better fee to ward then
with a Buckler. But I ncuer knew anie, that wanne the
Clofe with the Dagger vpon the Sword and Budkler,
but did with himfelfe out againe:fordiftance being bro-
ken, iudgement faileth, for lacke of time to iudge , and
the eie is deceiued by the fwift motion of the hand, and
for lacke of trueSpacewith the dagger hand,which can-
not be otherwife , for lacke of the circumference to de-
fend both blow and thruft, it is impoffible for lacke ot
true Space in iuft time , the agent hauing gotten the
true place, to defend one thruft or blow of an hundred .
And it is moft certaine, whofocuer clofeth with Sword
and Dagger, againft the Sword and Buckler, is in great
danger to be flaine . Likewife at the point within di-
ftance, if he ftand to defend both blow and thruft with
his Dagger, for lacke of true fpace and diftance, if he
had the beft eye of anie man, and could fee perfeétly,
which way the thruft or blow commeth , and when it
commeth, as it is not to be denied but he may, yet his
fpace being too large, it helpeth him nothing, becaufe
one mans hand being as fwift as another mans hand ,
both being within diftance, he that ftrikethor thrufteth,
hurteth the warder: the reafon is this : the Agent being
in the firft motion although in his offence, furtherto go
then the warder to defend , yet the warders {pace being
too large, the blow or thruft wilbe performed home,be-
fore the warder can come to the true place to defend
himfelfe, and although the warder doe perfeltly fee the
blow or thruft comming, fo fhall he fee his owne ward fo
farre from the true place of his defence , that although
he doe at that inftant time,plainly fee the blow or thruft
comming, it fhalbe impoffible folg him to recouer the

2



The eye is decei-
wed by the faift
motion of the had.
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true place of his ward, till he be wounded. But let the
warder with the dagger fay , that it is not true which |
hauefaid,for as he hath eies to behold the blow or thruft
coming,fo hath he as good time to defend himfelf. Here-
in he fhal find himfelf deceiued to; this is the reafon:the
hand is the fwifteft motion, the foot is the floweft, with-
out diftance the hand is tied to the motion of the feet,
wherby the time of the hand is made as flow as the foot,
bccaul{ thereby we redeeme eucrie time loft vpon his
comming by tzc flow motion of the foot, & haue time
therby toiudge , whe & how he can performe any a&tig
whatfoeuer , and fo haue we the time of the hand to the
time of thefeet. Now is the had in his owne courfe more
fwifter then the foot or eye,therfore within diftance the
eye is deceiued,& iudgement is loft; and that is another
caufe that the warder withthe dagger,although he haue
perfeét eyes, is ftil within diftance deceiued. For proofe
that the i’xand is more fwifter then the eye,& thcrcbyde—
ceiueth the eyes:let two ftand within diftance,& let one
of the ftand ftill to defend himfelf & let the otherflorith
& falfe with his hand, and he fhall continually with the
fwift motions of his hand, deceiue the eyes of him that

ftandeth watching to defend himfelfe, & fhal continual-

ly ftrike him in diuerfe placeswithhishand.Againe,take
this for an example, that the eyes by fwift motions are
deceiued :turne a turne-wheele fwift,& you thall not be
able to difcerne with your beft cies how many fpokes be
in the wheele,no nor whether there be any fpokes at all,
or whereof the wheele is made,and yetyoufeewhen the
wheele ftandeth ftill there is a large diftance betweene
euerie fpoke. Hethat will not belecue that the fwift mo-
tion of thehandin fight will deceiue the eye, fhal ftarea-

broad
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broad with his cyes,& feele himfelf foundly hurt,before
he fhall ({Jcrfc&ly fee how to defend himfelfe. So thofe
that truft to their fight,the excellécy of a good eye,their
great cunning, & perfect wards of tze daggers,that they
can better fec to ward then with a buckler,fhall euer be
decciued. And whe they be wounded,they fay the Aget
was alitle too quicke for them ;fometimes they fay they
bare their dagger a litle too low : fometimes they are
thruft vnder the dagger,then they fa »they bare it a litle
too high :fometimes a thruft being rongly made , they
being foundly paid therewith, fay, they were a litle too
flow,& fometimes they be foundly paid with a thruft,&
they thinke they were a litle too quick.So they that pra-

éife or thinke to be cunning in the dagger ward, are all 7% Daggerires

o

the dayes of their liues learning,and are neuer taught.
That the Sword and Buckler hath the vantage
against the Sword and Target.
= He Sword & Target together hath but two 2§
' =5 fights;that is, the variable fight, & the clofe
@"\1 ;‘3‘ fight,for the clofe fight, the niber of his feet
are too many to take againft any ma of skill
hauini the Sword & buckler,& for the variable fight al-
though not fo many in number,yet too many to win the
ﬁlacc with his foot to ftrike or thruft home. The fword &
uckler-man can out of his variable,opé & gardat fight,
come brauely off & on, falfe and double, ftrike & thruft
home, & make a true croffe vpon euery occafion at his
pleafure:if the Sword & Target ma will flie to his pardat
fight, the bredth of his Target will not fuffer it , if to his
open fight,the hath the Sword & Buckler man in effect
the fword and Buckler to the fingle, for in that fight by

reafon of the bredth,the target can do litle good or none
atall, F3

imperfel ward,



38 George Siluer bis

The short Staffe.

Q@ Ow for the vantage of the fhort Staffe a-
zainft the Sword and Buckler , Sword &
e Target, two hand fword , fingle Sword,
Sword and Dagger , or Rapier and Poi-
niard, there is no great queftion to he
made in anie of thefe weapons: whenfoeuer anie blow
or thruft thall be ftrongly made with the ftaffe, they are
euer in falfe place, in the cariage of the wards, for if};t a-
ny of thefe fixe weapons he carie his ward high & ftrog
for his head , as of neceffitic he muft carie it verie high,
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bard: the fhort ftaffe hath the vantage by reafon of tie
nimblenefle and length: he will ftrike and thruft freely,
and in better and fwifter time then can the Battel-axe,
Blacke-bill, or Halbard:and by reafon of his iudgement,
diftance and time,fight fafe. And this refolue vpon, the
fhort ftaffe is the beft weapon againft all maner of wea-
pons, the Forreft bill excepted.

Alfo the fhort ftaffe hath aduantage againft two T4 port pufe
Swords and Daggers, or two Rapiers, Poiniards and ';"":f ‘;‘;“ heth
Gantlets, the reafons and caufes before are for the moft ;,,:,',:,,}f:,;
part fet downe already , the which being well confide- and dagger mes,

red, you fhall plainely fee, that whenfocuer anie one of ';‘::;,‘Sm
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otherwife it will be too weake to defend a blow being
ftrongly made at the head , then will his fpace be too
wide, in due time to breake the thruft from his bodie.
Againe, if he caric his ward lower , thereby to be in e-
quall fpace for readinefle to breake both blow & thruft,
then in that place his ward is too low, and too weake to
defend the blow of the ftaffe:for theblow being ftrongly
made at the head vpon that ward , will beate downe the
ward and his head together, and put him in great dan-
ger of his life. And here is to be noted, that if he fight
well , the ftaffe-man neuer ftriketh but at the head , and
thrufteth prefently vnder at the body :and if a blow be
firft made, a thruft followeth ;& if a thruft be firft made,
a blow followeth ; and in doing of any of them, the one
breedeth the other : fo that howfoeuer anie of thefe fixe
weapons fhall carie his ward ftrongly to defend the firft,
he fhall be too farre in fpace to defend the fecond, whe-

ther it be blow or thruft.
Yet againe for the fhort ftaffe : the thort ftaffe hath
the vantage againft the Battel-axe, blacke-bill, or Ha(}-
bard,

the Sword & Dagger men, or Rapier and Poiniard men Ganriers.

fhall breake his diftance , or fuffer the Staffe-man to
breake his,that man which did firft breake his diftace,or
fuffer the diftance to be won againft him, is prefently in
danger of death. And this canot in reafon be denied, be-
caufe the diftance appertaining to the Staffe-man,either
to keepe or breake, ftandeth vpon the mouing of one
large lgace alwayes at the moft,both for his offence or
fafety. The other two in the breach of their diftance to
offend the Staffe-man, haue alwayes foure paces at
the leaft therin they fall too great in number with their
feet , and too fhort in diftance to offend the Staffe-
man. Now there refteth no more to be fpoken of , but
how the Staffe-man fhall behaue himfelfe to keepe that
diftance, that one of the Sword & Dagger men get not
behind him, while the other fhal bufic him before:to do
that is very eafie,by reafon of the fmal nuber of his feet,
for by a verie fmall turning of his feet, as it were in the
Center point of a wheele, the other two to keepe their
diftance, are driuen to runne twentic foote for one, as it
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were vpon the vttermoft part or circle of the wheele :
all this while the Staffe-man is verie well. Then it com.
meth thus to paffe, whether they both labour to get be-
hind him, or one keepe direCtly before him whileft the
other get behind him , yet before that be brought to
pafle, they fhal either be both before him or iuft againft
both fides of him: at which time foeuer the Staffe-man
finding either of them within diftance, he prefently in
making of his play, flayeth with blow or thruft one of
the, or at the leaft putteth himin great danger of his life.
If the Staffe-man take his time , when they are both
before him, that is to fay,before they come to the half
ring, iuft againft both ﬁdt:s of the Staffe-man, then he
that is neareft within diftance is flain by blow or thruft
or put in great danger of his life. But if the Sword and
Dagger men do keepe their diftance vntill they come to
the iuft halfe ring right againft the fides of the Staffe-
man, and then breake diftance, that man that firft brea-
keth diftance is flaine with blow or thruft, or fore hurt,
and in great danger of death:and the Staffe-man in ma-
king that play at that inftant, muft turne with one large
pace,the which he may eafily do, before the other can
get neare enough to offend him , by reafon that he
hath to make with his feet but one large pace, but the
other hath at theleaft three paces. But if the Sword
and Dagger-men will in the time that they be before
him, keep their diftance in the time of their being vpon
the middle part of the outfide of the circle,right againft
both fides of him,& will labor with all heed & diligence
to be both or one of the behind him , that troubleth the
Staffe-man nothing at all,for in that very time, when he
findeth them paft the middle part of the circle, he pte-
fently
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fently turneth, by the which he fhall naturally fet him-
felfe as it were in a triangle , and both the fword and
dagger-men, fhall thereby ftand both before him in true
diftance of three paces, from offending of him at the
leaft , as at the firft they did. And take this for a true
ground, there is no man able to ward a found blow
with the Sword and Dagger, nor Rapier, Poinyard, and
Gantlet, being ftrongly made at the head , with the
Staffe, and run in withall, the force of both handes is
fuch, being in his full motion and courfe, that although
the other do carie his ward high and ftrong with both
handes, yet his fecte being mouing from the ground,
thegreat force of the blowwill ftrike him with his ward,
and all downe flat to ground. But if he ftand faft with
his fecte, he may with both weapons together, ftrongly
defend his head from the blow, gut then you are fuffici-
cntl{ inftructed, the thruft being prefently made , after
the blow full at the bodie, it is impoffible in due time to
breake it, by reafon of the largeneffe of his fpace.

The short Staffe bath the vantage against the bng paffe,
and Morris Pike, and the Forreft bill againft all o

maner of weapons,

LB He reafons are thefe . The fhort Staffe 27
\ wE{\ hath the vantage of the long Staffe and
.}\\{g“é Morris Pike in' his ftrength & narrownes
R)}'{\’ of fpace in his foure wardes of defence.
%& And the Forreft bill hath the vantage of
all maner of weapons in his ftrength and narrownes of
fpace in his cight wardes of defence: and the rather be-
cause the Bill hath two wardes for one againft the Staffe
G
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or Morris Pike, that is to fay, foure with the Staffe, and
foure with the head, and is more offenfiue then is the
Staffe or Morris Pike: yet a queftio may be made by the
vnskilfull, concerning the fight between the long Staffe
and the fhort , in this fort: Why fhould not the lon
Staffc haue aduantage againft fhort Staffe, fince that the
long Staffe-man, being at libertie with his handes, ma
make his long Staffe both long and fhort for his beft ad-
uantage , when he fhall thinke it good , and therefore
when he fhall find himfelfe ouermatched in the length
of his Staffe, by the ftrength of the thort Staffe, and nar-
rownefle of fpace in his foure wardes of defence, he can
prefently by drawing backe of his Staffe in his handes ,
make his Staffe as fhort as the others , and fo be réadie
to fight with him at his owne length. To this I anfwere,
that when the long Staffe-man is driuen there to lye, the
length of his Staffe that will lye behind him, will hinder
him to ftrike, thruft, ward , or goe backe in due time.
Neither can he turne the contrarie end of his Staffe to
keepe out the fhort Staffe man from the Clofe, nor fafe-
ly to defend himfelfe at his comming in.

Againe of the vantages of weapons.

Ake this for a general rule, all long Staues,
Morris Pikes, Forreft bils , Tauelins , or
fuch like long weapons,of what fort foe-
, Y uer , being aboue the true lengthes , the
fhorteft haue the aduantage , becaufe they can croffe
and vncroffe in fhorter time then can the longer: and all
maner of fhort weapons to be vfed with both handes, as
ftaues, and fuch like, being vnder the perfect lcngthc}f.
the
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the longeft haue the aduantage , and all maner of wea-

ons to be vfed with one hand, that are aboue the per-
fec length of the fingle Sword, the fhorteft haue the
vantage, and all maner of weapons vnder the iuft length
of the fhort Sword, as Fauchions, Skaines, or Hangers,
Woodkniues, Daggers, and fuch like fhort weapons of
imperfe lengthes, the longeft haue the aduantage,
becaufe the fight of thefe weapons confift within the
halfe or quarter Sword, wherein by the fwift motions of
their handes, their eyes are decciued , and in thofe wea-

ons, commonly for their handes licth no defence. And
if two fhall fight with ftaues or Swordes, or what wea-
pons focucr, the one of them hauing his weapon longer
then the perfect length, and the other his weapon fhor-
ter then the perfect length, he that hath the longeft
hath the vantage, becaufe the fhorteft can make no true
Croffe in true time. The fhort Staffe or halfe Pike, For-
reft bill, Partifan , or Gleue, or fuch like weapons of
perfect length , to be vied with both handes, haue the
aduantage againft two Swordes and Daggers, or two
Rapiers, Poiniardes, and Gantlets, and againit all other
weapons whatfocuer, the Forreft bill excepted.

eAgaine for the short Staffe or haife Pike.

He fhort Staffe is moft commonly the 29
beft weapon of all other, although other

P weapons may be more offenfiue, and efpe-
oA cially againft manie weapons together, by
reafon of his nimblenefle and fwift motions, and is not
much inferiour to the Forreft bill, although the Forreft
bill be more offenfiue, and hath mge wardes, becaufe

2
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the Staffe is verie vncertaine , but the Bill is a more cer.
taine marke, by reafon of the breadth of the head, wher.
by as the Bill hath aduantage in his wardes in the head,
fo therefore hath the Staffe the like defence, or rather
more, to play vpon the head of the Bill, not onely to
make a perfe@ good ward, but thereby, therather to caft
the Bill out of the right line, whereby the Staffe-man
may thruft fafe, and endanger the Bill-man : and the ra.
ther becaufe therein he is the firft mouer, wherin there
is great vantage, both in time and force. And if the Bil-
man be not very skilfull (all vantages and difaduantagcs
of both fides confidered,) the fhort Staffe will proue the
better weapon. Laftly note this, that long Staues, Mor-
ris Pikes, and fuch like weapons of imperfect lengthes,
being to be vfed with both hands, notwithftanding their
imperfe@ lengthes, are perfect weapons to be vfed, the
one againft the other, and their fightes therein ﬁcrfc&,
becaufe in drawing of them backe betwixt their handes,
their motions are fwifter backewardes, then is the time
of the Agents feet forwardes, by the which all their loft
times are redeemed : therefore thefe weapons in their
fightes, the one againft the other are perfe@. And thefe
weapons in the night are the beft wc:;Pons of all other,
and haue great aduantage againft the forreft Bill , fhort
Staffe, or anie maner of fhort weapons whatfoeuer: for
thefe caufes, they boldly make home their fightes, and
if neede be againft defperate men , that will venture
themfelues to run in, they redeeme their loft times. But
the other with fhorter weapons for lacke of light, can
make no true defence. Thus endeth the vantages of wea-
pons.

RQueflions
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Queflions and anfwers betweene the Scholler and the Mas-
Jeers of the vantages and difaduantages betweene a
tall man,and a man of meane flature, bauing
both the perfect knowledge in
their weapons.

Scholler,
£Ho hath the aduantage in fight, of a tall 30

4/ man, or a man of meane ftature?
Maifter.

The tall man hath the vantage , for
thefe caufes : his reach being longer, and
weapon vnto his ftature accordingly , he gath therebya . "
fhorter courfe with his feet to win the true place, wher- ,,:,,,’;:' ,‘,,;ﬁ
in by the fwift motion of his hand , he may ftrike or mex o meane
thruft home: in the which time a man of meane ftature”**™
cannot reach him, & by his large pace, in his true pace
in his regreffion further, fetteth himfelf out of all dan-
ger, & thefe are the vantages that a tall man hath againft
anic man of fhorter reach then himfelfe,

Scholler.
What vantage hath a man of meane ftature againft
atall man?
Maifler.

He hath none : becaufe the true times in fight, and a-
&ions accordingly, are to be obferued and done, as well
by a tall man, as by a2 man of meane ftature.

Scboller.
Why then if this be true , that tall men haue the van-
tage againft me of meane ftature, it fhold feeme in fight
G3
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there is no perfetion, other then this,when men of like
ftature, reach, & length of weapon, fhall fight togethe,
the which will feldome or ncuer happen, but either j,
the length of their weapons, ftatures or reaches (if the;,
fwords fhould be of iuft length) fome difference mofgt
commonly there will be in their reaches.

Maifler.

Yes verily, the tall man hath ftill the vantage, and yet
the fight is perfe@, although the men that fhall happen
to fight, thall happe to be vnequall in their ftatures, rea-
ches, or lengths o(P their weapons.

Scholler.

That can I hardly belecue, vnlefle you can tell me by
Art how to auoid or fafely defend my felfe, being but 2
man of meane ftature, againft a tall man.

Maifler.

I will tell you : there belongeth vnto this Art of de-
fence onely to be vied with the feet, progreffion, regref-
fion, trauerfing, and treading of grounds: in any of thefe
you playing the part of the Patient , or Patient Agent,
your feete are fwifter in their motions then are the A-
gents, becaufe his weight and number of his feet in his
comming to win the true place to ftrike or thruft home,
are greater then yours , and therefore the true time is
yours to auoid him, or fafely to defend your felfe: fo the
Art isftill true,and the tall man hath ftill the vantage.

Scholler.

Yet I am not fully fatisfied herein , becaufe you tell
me {till that the tall man hath the vantage,and notwith-
ftanding you fay the Art is true, wherein then hath the
tall man the vantage, when by your Art you can defend
your felfe againft him.

Maifler.

Paradoxes of Defence.
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I will fatisfie you therein thus. The tall man hath the
vantage, he can maintaine his fight, both by nature and
Art , with more eafe then can the man of meane fta-
wre , becaufe the man of meane ftature hath there-
by a further courfe with his fecte to pafie to the place,
wherein he may ftrike or thruft home , and in winning
of that place , is driuen by Art to come garded vn-
der his wards to defend himfelfe, becaufe in the time of
hiscomming , the tall man may both naturally or artifi-
cially ftrike or thruft home, in the which time, if the ma
of meane ftature fhould faile in the leaft iote of his Art,
he thould be in great daunger of death or hurt. But the
tall man can naturally and fafely come to the true place
open, without any artificiall wards at all, and thereinal-
fo endanger the other, or driue him ftill to trauerfe his =
ground, with all the artificiall skill that he hath to de- :;:_’:,"";Z‘::.’f
fend himfelfe; and all this the tall man doth by reafon f#ins el mas
of his length of weapon, large pace, fhort courfe, and 44! « max
long reach, with great fafetie, pleafure and eafe. And for ',,’;g',:fi"’"
thofe caufes the tall man hath {till the vantage of men of skt comrse.
meane ftature, and yet notwitftading the noble Science L":"i:":{‘_"'f"
of Defence moft perfet and good. )
Of the long fingle Rapier fight betweene valiant men, ha-

uing both skill , ke that is the beft wrafler, or if nes-

ther of them can wraflle , the firongeff man
moft commonly Rilleth the other, or lea-
ueth him at his mercie.

Hen two valiant men of skill at fingle Ra- 31
/s pier do fight , one or both of them moft co-
) monly ftanding vpon their ftrength or skill
in wraftling, will prefently fecke to run into
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the clofe ; but hauing both skill , not without fpecial)
care of their gard or croffe, the which they may fag)
do, by reafon of the length of their Rapicrs:{ut hapniny
both of one mind, the rather do bring themfelues tq .
ther: that being done, noskil with Rapiers auaileth,the
prefently grapple faft their hilts, wrifts, armes , bodje,
or neckes, as in luftring, wraftling, or ftriving together
they may beft find for their aduantages : wherby it moft
commonly falleth out, that he that is the beft wraftler
or ftrongeft man (if neither of them can wrattle) ouer.
commeth, wrefting by ftrength , or fine skill in wrag.
ling, the Rapier from his aduerfarie, or cafting him fr5
him, either to the ground, or to fuch diftance, that he
mzR' by reafon therof, vfe the edge or point of his rapier,
to ftrike or thruft him , leauing him dead or aliue at his
mercic. But if but one of thefe valiant men fhall fecke to
run into the clofe, and that the other fhall vfe his skill
in trauerfing of his ground, or otherwife by ftandin
vpon his gard or Stecataward , to take all maner of adua-
tages at his coming, yet all auaileth him not, becaufe the
Rapiers being long, the croffing of the blades cannot
be auoided : that being made, the oppreflor runneth
fafter forwards then can the defendant backwards , and
fo are brought together, as in the firft affault they were,
& cuerie action therein accordingly performed.

Of the Rapier and Poiniard-fight betwixt valiant
men, hauing both skill.

32 F two valiant men do fight at Rapier and Poi-
niard hauing both skill, one or both of them
o will prefently prefle hard to winne the place,

wherein in his iudgement he may thruft home. 1 bolt)h
c
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pe of one mind , the time is doubled in winning the
fame: whereby it commeth to pafle , that then he that
et thrufteth,endangereth, killeth or hurteth the other:
and if they both thruft together , as they may do by the

uall time of their feet , then they are moft common-
Jy both flaine , or both hurt. And this is well knowne
vnto all men of skill, that the place being once gotten,
there is neither iudgement, fpace, pace, nor time, cither
by wards with their Rapier blades, or by breaking with
their Poiniards, or flying backe, that can preferuc or
defend them . But if but one of them will feeke to win
by paffage, hard prefling, or otherwife the place, wherin
in his iudgement he may thruft home, it is impoffible
for the other to denie him the fame , becaufe the length
of the Rapiers winneth him the crofle; the croffe bein
taken, the place is had ; the place being had, he that fi
thrufteth, firft {peedeth : if both thruft together,theyare
both in danger: the prefently followeth (vnlefe it pleafe
God otherwife to haue it) tKe ftabs with their daggers,
wherein there lieth no defence.

Of the long Rapier & Poiniard-fight betweene two valiant
men, the one hausng skil, the other none: that ke that
hath no skill hath the vantage,

4% Hen two valiant men fhal fight with log 33
/] Rapiers and Poiniards , the one hauing
(75) skill , and the other none, he that hath no
% skill moft commoly proucth himfelf the

better ma, for thefe caufes or reafons fol-
lowing. Firft the skilfull man as knowing the other to
haue no skill, or finding it to be fo by his fhape or

H
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maner of comming towardes him , will prefently yeeld
to take the aduantage of his comming , or elfe with all
fpeed put himfelfe into his fhort ward , to be readie at
his comming to make out a ftrong Stocata (as the Jraki-
ans call it:) the other knowing his imperfection in
fight , affureth himfelfe there can be no great good for
him to ftand long out at the point, prefently redoubleth
or reuiueth his fpirits with perfe@ refolution , to make
thort worke, couragioufly with fome offenfiue action,
fuch as nature fhall beft yeeld vnto him,flieth in with all
force and agilitie : the skilfull man ftandeth watching to
take fuch aduantages as his fchoolemaifter hath taught
him, in the whichtime, manie times it falleth out , he is
taught a new time,euen by an vnskilfull man that neuer
fought before , is fore hurt or flaine : and if it happen
they both miffe in their offenfiue aions , then by rea-
fon thereof , and of the imperfe@ length of their Ra-
piers, they come to ftabbing with their Poiniards, wher-
in there lyeth no defence , becaufe diftance being bro-
ken,iudgement faileth, time is loft,and theireies(by the
fwift motions of their handes) are deceiued.

Of the long fingle Rapier ,or Rapier and Poiniard-fight be-

tweene two vnskilfull men being valiant,

Hen two vnskilfull men ( being valiant)
fhall fight with long fingle Rapiers, there
is lefle danger in that kind of fight, by rea-
4 fon of their diftance in conuenient length,
waight, and vnweildinefle, then is with fhort Rapiers:
whereby it commeth to paffe, that what hurt fhall hap-
pen to be done, ifanie with the edge or point of their
Rapiers
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Rapiers is done in 2 moment, and prefently will gra
le and wraftle together, wherin moft commonly the
firongeft or beft Wraftler ouercommeth, and the like
fight falleth out betweene them, at the long Rapier and
Poiniard , but much more deadly , becaufe in ftead of
Clofe and Wraftling, they fall moft commonly to ftab-
bing with their Poiniardes,

the imperfeétion and infufficiencie of Rapiers in gene-
o & réll , of what length foeuer they be. 15
F two fight with long Rapiers, vpon euerie :ﬂﬁ{,‘;:"
%% Croffe made within the halfe Rapier, if they wirs their Dag-
haue Poiniardes, they moft commonly ftabbe &7 j;f""fzf'ﬁ
each other, which cannot be auoided , because the Ra- place endsbra-
piers being long, the Croffe cannot be vndone of Cid.’“ﬁf,m:’;:};
fide , without going backe with their feete , the which 44, rise civei.
fikewife in due time cannot be done , becaufe the hand firencesifbors
is more fwifter then the feeté,and the fecte more fwifter :""/’ ':i::”-
in their courfe forwardes then backwardes, neither Can fucdecense
the Croffe be preuented , becaufe the point of neceffitie their Spacesof

. . Y Defence are ton
lyeth too farre off in his offence,or elfe within compafle m-;c 10 anfwere

of the true time of the hand and bodie, by reafon of his tée sime of 15
imperfet length: and fo by the like reafons, if two fight };‘:;;::2 the
with long fingle Rapiers , vpon cueric Croffe made theresfithe eye
therewith, within the halfe Rapier, the Clofe cannot be inthat ﬁjj";:f:’.
auoided, wherby it commeth to affe moft common-£ .t
ly, that the ftrongeft man orbeft Wraftler oucrcom- Tie feere in ;
meth . Now if two do fight with fhort Rapr-crs, or Ra.- ;f:‘;‘:;’ﬁ " o
piers of conuenient length , fuch Rapiers be inconueni- peign, alwaies
ent and infufficient alfo for lacke of an hilt to defend the mr_;_fr .r;c .
hand and head from the blowi‘I for no eie (in making a [7° " ¥ £"
Ho
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perfe@ ward for the head, to defend a blow, can dif
cerne to take the fame within three or fourc inches,
wherby it may as well and as often fall vpon the hand, as
vpon tgc bladeof the Rapier. Againe,the hilt aswell fer-
ucth to defend the head as the hand , and is a more fure
and ftrong ward , then is the blade of the Rapier. And
further, vnderftand this for truth, that in gardant and o-
pen fight, the hand without an hilt lieth open to moft
blowes that fhalbe ftroken by the Agent, out of the gar-
dant or open fight , becaufe in the true cariage of the
gardant fight, the hand mutft lie aboue the head, in fuch
ftraightnes and narrownes of fpace, that which way foe-
uer the Agent fhall ftrike or thruft at the head , face,or
bodie , the remouing of two or foure inches fhall faue
all. And now fomewhat more for the fhortnefle or con-
uenient length of Rapiers.

Rapiers hauing no hilts to defend the head, the Ra-
pier-man is driuen of neceffitic to lie at the variable
fight or low ward,andbeing there he can neither defend
in due time, head, face, nor bodie from the blowes or
thruftes of him, that fhall fight out of the gardant or o-
pen fight, but is continually in great danger of the A-
gent,for thefe caufes following. Firft, becaufe his fpace
is too wide to defend his head from blow or thruft. Se-
condly his Pace ftanding vpon that fight , wilbe of ne-
cefiitie too great or too narrow:if too narrow,too weak:
if too large,his weight and number of his feet , are too
great to endanger him,that is vpon his gardant or open

fight.
4 of
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the imperfeétion and infufficiencie of the fight of the
4 ﬁn}g’lejl'lapier, Rapter and Poinird ga- 4
pter and Buckler, Rapier and
Cloke, and Rapier and
Gloue of maile,

=¥ He Rapier fight, whether it be fingle or ac- 36
=y copanied with Poiniard, Buckler, cloke, or
Hgloue of male, is ftill by reafon of the infuf-
B ficiencie or imperfection of the Rapier, an
imperfect fight : vnperfet inftruments can make no

rfe® muficke, neither can vnperfe@t weapons make
perfect fight: let the men that handle them haue
all the knowledge that may be in all maner of weapons,
yea the full height, or ‘{)cr eion, and true habite by his
great labour and induftry, euen as it were naturally effe-
&ed in him , yet if the weapons that thc! fhall fight
withall be imperfet or infufficient to performe what-
focuer appertaineth vnto true fight , as concerning the
perfetion of their fafetic, it availeth them nothing.
What fhall we then fay for the Rapier? Is the Rapier
an imperfe@ or infufficient weapon to perfourme
whatfocuer appertaineth vnto the true fight? Yea:
Wherefore ? Becaufe vnto the true fight there apper-
taineth foure fights, Gardant fight, Open fight, Varia-
ble fight, and Clofe fight: without all foure of thefe
fights it is impoffible to fight fafe: but the Rapier for
lacke of an hilt is an vnperfect weapon, and therefore
infufficient to fight fafe vpon thefe foure fights, the
reafons are alreadic fet downe in the Paradoxe be-
fore,but it is inferred to loofe the benefit of two of the
Hj
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beft fights, gardant and open fight,and to flic from the,
and truft only vnto variable fight, and clofe fight. Now
hauing proued through the imperfeCtion or infufficien-
cie of the Rapier, the imperfection of the Rapier fight,
it remaineth that I fpeake of the reft of the weapons, or
inftruments appertaining vnto Rapier fight.

The Rapier and Poiniard fight,the Rapier & Buckler
fight, the Rapier and cloke fight,& the Rapier & gloue
of male fight: all thefe fights by reafon of the imperfe-
¢tion of the Rapier, and Rapier fight, are all alfo imper-
fect fights : and for proofe of the vncertaintie and im-
poffibilities of fafetie in any of thefe fights, thus it ftan-
deth. Thefe fights depend altogether vpo variable fight
and clofe fight : in anie of thefe fights it is impoffible in
true fpace of Offence to keepe the blades of their Ra-
piers from croffing, or fro breaking with the Poiniards,
buckler, cloke, or breaking or catching with the gloue
of male; becaufe in anie of thefe two fights, the Agent
hath ftill in true fpace the blade of the Patients Rapier
to worke vpon. Thefe things by letters cannot be made
more plaine , neither is it vnknowne to the skilfull, or
in ﬁggt by anie meanes to be auoided , the weapon
being too farre in true fpace to be wrought vpon, the
place cannot be denied , do the patient Agent what he
can for his life to the contrarie,either by blowes,thrufts,
falfing,or doubling of thrufts,going backe, indiretions,
or turnings of the body, or what elfe foeuer may in the
higheft touch of wit or ftrength , or agilitie of bodie be
deuifed or done,to keepe out the Agent: but ftill the A-
gent by narrownefle of fpace bringeth himfelf by ftrog
gard to the place, where being brought,it is as impoffi-
ble to fight fafe, as it is for two defperate men fet togt:-

ther
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ther being both blind;becaufe in the true place (wonne
in Rapier or variable fight) their eyes by the fwift mo-
tions of their hands are deceiued’, the croffes in that
fight are falfe, their diftance, iudgements and times are
Joft,either to offend in fafetie, or fafely to defend them-
felues: and thefe reafons, rules, or grounds of the feates
of armes are infallible and inuincible,

Now, 8 you Italian teachers of Defence , where are
your Stocatas, Imbrocatas , Mandritas ,Puntas, & Puynta
reuerfas,Stramifons ,Paflatas,Carricados, Amazzas, & In-
cartatas,& playing with your bodies , remouing with
your feet a litle afide,circle wife winding of your bodies,
making of three times with your fect together,marking
with one cye the motion of the aduerfary,&with the o-
ther eye the aduatage of thrufting? What is become of
all thefe iugling gambalds , A pith deuifes, with all the
reft of your fquint-eyed trickes , when as through your
deepe ftudies, long pratifes, & apt bodies, both ftrong
& agilious, you haue attained to the height of all thefe
things'What then auaileth it you, when you fhal come
to fight for your liues with a man of skill?you fhall haue
neither time,nor place,in due time to performe any one
ofthem, nor gardant nor open fight fafely to keep out
a man of skill,a man of no skill, or fcholler of your owne
teaching, from the true place, the place of fafetie, the
place of vncertaintie or mifchiefe , the place of wounds
or death,but are there inforced to ftand in that mifchie-
uous, vncertaine, dangerous,and moft deadly place, as
two men hauing loft in part their chiefeft fences, moft
furioufly with their rapiers or poiniards , wounding or
flaying each other.

Thus endeth the imperfect fights of the rapier with
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frayes, but more
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Slaine now then
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all maner of weapons or inftruments thereto ap pert,;.
ning,with their imperfections, through the true grogq
and rules of the Art of armes,truly difplayed &brough,
to light,

Al laud be vnto the Almighty God.

That the reafons vfed by the Italian Fencers in commen.
ding the vfé of the Rapier and Poiniard, becaufe it
maketh peace, maketh againft
themfelues.

P2T hath bin commonly held, that fince the
S 21talians haue taught the Rapier fight, b
\ reafon of the dangerous vfe therof,it hat
RJ\Fagbred great ciuilitie amongft our Englith
Ve 23 &N nation, they will not now giue the lye, nor
with fuch foule fpcccg'cs abufe themfelues , therefore
there are fewer frayes in thefe times then were wont to
be:it cannot be denied but this is true,that we are more
circumfpet of our words, and more fearefull to fight,
then heretofore we haue bene. But whereof commeth
it? Is it from this,that the Rapier maketh peace in our
minds; or from hence,that it 1s not fo fufficient defence
forourbodies in our fight? He that will fight when he is
armed , will not fight when he is naked : is it therefore
good to go naked to keepe peace? he that would fight
with his Sword and BucElcr, or Sword and Daggcric-
ing weapons of true defence, will not fight with his Ra-
pier and Poiniard , wherein no true defence or fight is
perfet:are thefe infufficiet weapos therfore the better,
becaufe not being fufficiet to dcfl:’:dvs in fight, they force

vs vnto peace! What elfe is it, but to fay, it is good for
fubie(ts
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fubic&s to be poore, that they may not go to law: or to
jacke munition, that they may not fight, nor go to the
warres: and to conclude, what more folléweth through
theimperfe@ workes of thefe Italian peacemakersiThey
haue made many a ftrong man in his fight weake, many
a valiant man fearefull, manic a worthie man trufting to
their imperfect fight, hath bene flaine, and manie of our
defperate boyes and young youthes, to become in that
Rapier-fight, as good men as England yecldeth, and the
talleft men in this land, in that fight as verie boyes as
they and no better. This good haue the Jtalian teachers
of Offence done vs, they haue transformed our boyes in-
to men, and our men into boyes, our ftrong men into
weakenefle, our valiant men doubtfull, and manie wor-
thic men refoluing themfelues vpon their falfe refolu-
tions, haue moft wilful? in the ficld, with their Rapiers
ended their liues. And laftly, haue left to remaine a-
mongft vs after their deathes, thefe inconueniences be-
hind them, falfe Fence-bookes, imperfe@ weapons, falfe
fightes, and euill cuftomes, whereby for lacke of vfe and
prallife in perfe&t weapons and true fight, we are difa-
bled for the feruice of our Prince, defence of our coun-
trey, and fafetie of our liues in priuate fight.

That the short Sword hath the aduantage againft
the long Sword or long Rapier.

$) generally holden, that the long Sword,

573 or long Rapier, hath thevantage infight

) againftthe thort Sword, which the Izal;-

an teachers of Defence,by their falfe de-
1

Hereas for the moft part opinions are 38
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Italians.
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monftratios haue brought vs to beleeue.l haue thO\lght

good that the truth may appeare which hath the van-

tage, to adde my helpe vnto the reafons they vfe in their
owne behalfe, for that yet I could neuer heare them
make a found reafon for the fame.Thefe are the reafons.
Firft with my long Rapier, I will put my felfe into my
gard or Stocata, holding my hilt backe by the outfide of
my right thigh, keeping in fhort the point of my Rapier
fo as he that hath the fhort Sword, fhall not be abje t(;
reach the point of my Rapier, to make his ward or
Crofle witE his Dagger, Buckler, Sword, or Cloke,
without ftepping in of his foote, the which time is too
long to anfwere the time of the hand, by reafon of my
diftance. I can there ftand fafe without danger of blow
or thruft, playing the Patients part: if you ftrike or thruft
you do it too fhort, by reafon of my diftance: if you feek
to come nearer, you muft do it with the time of your
foote, in the which time I may fafely thruft home: if in
that diftance you breake it not, you are flaine: if you do
breake it, yet you do me no harme, by reafon of my di-
ftance, and I may ftand faft and thruft againe, or flie
backe at my pleafure : fo haue you put your felfe in dan-

ger of your life, and hauing hardly efcaped, are driuena-

gaine to begin a new bought, as at the firft you did. A-
gaine, if I pleafe, I can be the oppreflour, chping the
fame gard, and my point in fhort as I did before, and
prefling ftrongly by putting in by litle and litle of my
feete, vntill the place with my foote be gotten, wherein
(in my iudgement) I may thruft home, the which I ma{
boldly and fafely do, without refpect of anie ward at _al ,
by reafon of my diftance, in which time of my comming

he muft ftrike, thruft, ward, or go backe: if he go backe,
it
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itis a great difgrace: if he ftrike or thraft, it is too thort:
if he ftand to defend, the place being alreadie gotten,
where I may thruft home, the thruft bein g verie quicke
& ftrongly made, fuch is the force and fwiftneffe there-
of, that it is impoffible by nature or art, for anie man to
breake one thruft of an hundred. Thefe reafons in my o-
pinion may fuffice to confirme the wife, that there is
no queftion to be made, but that the long Rapier hath
the aduantage againft the fhort Sword.

Sir you haue pretily handled your difcourfe, concer-

Sword, efpecially at the firft thew, and according to
common fence, but for the fubftance and truth of the
true fight, you haue faid nothing, becaufe for the per-
formance of anie of your allegations, you haue neither
true Pace, Place, Time, nor Space: thefe are the rea-
fons.Your Pace of neceffitie muft be too large, becaufe
otherwife you cannot keepe fafe the point of your long
Rapier, from the Croffe .of the fhort Sword, vnlefle
you will with a narrow Pace keepe backe your hilt fo
farre, that the fpace of your offence wilbe too large or
too long in diftance, and your bodie vnapt to moue and
to thruft both ftrong and quicke in due time, nor aptly
to keepe your diftance, to win the place with your feete,
to thruft home. So now you may plainely fee, if you
haue skill in the art or fcience of Defencé, that to per-
forme anie thing which you haue alleadged, you haue
neither true Pace, Place, time nor Space. But

if you will ftand vpon the largenefle of your Pace, to

keepe backe or faue the point of your long Rapier from

the ward or Croffe of the fhort Sword, or vpon your

Paffatos, in all thefe you haue great difaduantages: and

I2
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thefe are my reafons: Your number will be too great

as thus: whenfoeuer you meane out of your large pacé
to thruft home, you muft of neceflitic make foure times
with your feet, and one with your hand, or two timeg
with your feet, and one with your hand at the leaft: and
whenfoeuer you make any of your paffages, the niiber of
your feet are greater then the greateft of any of thefe
times done out of thelarge pace: but the patient with hig
fhort fword, to auoyd you, or difappoint you of your
thruft, hath but one time with his foot, at or before the
which time, as he in his iudgemet fhall find you in your
motion, hath by the flow and great number of your mo-
tions or times, fufficient time fafely out of all danger to
make himfelfe readie to take his croffe with his thort
fword.Now Sir, whether you thruft or not thruft, whe-
ther you play the part ofy an Agent, or Patient, it hel-
peth you nothing, for he that hath the thort fword hath
foure times or motions againft the long Rapier, name-
ly, bent, fpent, lying fpent, and drawing backe, in all
maner of fights thefe are to be obferued both by the
Patient and Agent. Now note, he that hath the long
Rapier muft of neceflitic play vpon one of thefe foure
motions, or be Patient, which foeuer he fhall do, he
is ftill in great danger of the croffe of the fhort fword,
becaufe itg he be Agent, his number is too great, he
falleth into one of the foure motions, the Patient with
his thort fword, hauing but the time of the hand, or hid
& foot, fafely vpon thefe alions or times taketh his
croffe with the fhort Sword: that being done, he pre-
fently vncrofleth and ftriketh or thrufteth at his pleafure
him that hath the long Rapier, in the head, face, or bo-

die.Now here is againe to be noted, that when the crofle
is
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is made, if he that hath the long Rapier ftand faft, he is
wounded prefently in the vncroffing of the fhort fword,
if he ftep or leape backe to faue himfelfe, yet the time
of the hand being fwifter then the time of the foot, ouer-
taketh him,with blow or thruft in the arme, hand, head,
face and bodic. Now if he that hath the long Rapier
will be patient & make no play, but lie ftill watching to
make his thruft or Stocata iuf{ in the comming or mo-
uing of the Agents feete with his thort fword, then he
hath as great difaduantage as he had when he was Pa-
tient ,becaufe the the Agent with his fhort Sword hath
but hand and foot to make his croffe: which is moft fafe-
ly to be done in that time, which we call Bent, and is as
impoffible for the Rapier-man to preuent, as it is for an
vnskilfull to ftrike or thruft iuft together with 2 man of
skill. Then thus I conclude, that he that fighteth witha
long Rapier, againft him that fighteth with a fhort
Sword, can do nothing in due time to defend himfelfe,
or hurt the other, but is ftill in daunger of his life, or
at the mercie of him that hath the thort Sword, or

clfe hath no fafe way to helpe himfelfe, but onely Cobs Cobs Tramerse.

Trauerfe. This Cob was a great quareller, and did de-
light in great brauerie to giue foule words to his bet-
ters, and would not refufe to go into the field to fight
with any man, and when he came into the field, would
draw his Sword to fight, for he was fure by the cun-
ning of his Trauerfe, not to be hurt by anie man: for
at anie time finding himfelfe ouermatched would fud-
denly turne his backe and runne away with fuch fwift-
neffe, that it was thought a good horfe would fearce
take him. And this when I was a young man, was ve-
rie much fpoken of by many Gentlemen of the Innes of
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the Court, and was called Cobs Trauerfe and thofe thae
had feence anie go backe too faft in his fight, would fay
he did tread Cair Trauerfe. ’

George Siluer his militarie riddle, truly fet downe between,
the Perfeition and Imperfeition of fight : containing the
handling of the foure fights: wherein true confifteth
the whole fumme and full perfeétion of the
true fight, with all maner of wea-
pons, withan inuscible

conclufion.

Ardant fight ftayeth, putteth backe, or

beateth gardant fight.

{ Open fight ftayeth, putteth backe, or
beatcth open fight.

Variable fight anfwereth variable fight

in the firft diftance, and not otherwife, except it be with

the perfec length againft the imperfe&.

Clofe fight is beaten by gardant fight.

Variable clofe & gardant fight, beateth gardant fight,
open fight, variable fight, and clofe fight.

Gardant fight in the imperfection of the Agent or
Patient, winneth the halfe fword, and preuenteth the
clofe, and whofoeuer firft ventureth the clofe, loofeth
it, and is in great danger of death, and not poffible to
efcape or get out againe without great hurt.

There attendeth moft diligently vpon thefe foure
fights foure offenfiuc ations, which we call certaine,
vncertaine, firft, before, iuft, and afterwards: they are
to be performed through iudgement, time, meafure,

number and waight, by which all maner of blowes,
thrufts,
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thrufts, falfes, doubles, or flips, are preuented, or mofz
fafely defended. And thus endeth my riddle.

Now followeth the conclufion, that whofoeuer fhall
thinke or ﬁnq himfelfe in his fight too weake for the A-
gent, or Patient Agent, and therefore, or by reafon of
his drur.lke'nncﬂ'e, or vnreafonable defperatenefle fhall
prefe thhm.the halfe Sword, or deferately runne in of
purgofc to giue hurt, or at leaft for taking of one hurt,
to giue another, fhall moft afluredly be in great daun:

ger of death or wounds, and the other fhall ftill be fafe
and go free.

Veritas vincit.



A BRIEFE NOTE OF THREE ITA
lian Teachers of Offence.

P} Here were three Italian Teachers of Of.
fence in my time. The firft was Signior
Rocko: the fecond was Ieronimo, that wag
P i Y Signior Rocko his boy , that taught Gen-
their profeffion & L tlemen in the Blacke-Fryers, as Viher for
when they were  his maifter in fteed of a man.The third was Vincento,
f:,’:'&:f;’,{;’" This Signior Rocko came into England about fome thir-
brife mtemay  tic yeares paft: he taught the Noblemen & Gentlemen
f;;"z’”’:.;":"" of tic Court; he caufed fome of them to weare leaden
Soare ,_/,551'1 foales in their fhoes, the better to bring them to nimble-
wif. nefle of feet in their fight. He disburfed a great fumme
of mony for the leafe of a faire houfe in Warwicke lane,
which he called his Colledge, for he thought it great
difgrace for him to keepe a Fence-fchoole, he being
then thought to be the onely famous Maifter of the Art
of armes in the whole world. He caufed to be fairel
drawne and fet round about his Schoole all the Noble-
mens and Gentlemens armes that were his Schollers,
and hanging right vnder their armestheir Rapiers, dag-
gers, gloues of male and gantlets. Alfo, he had benches
and ftooles, the roome being verie large, for Gentlemée
to fit round about his Schoole to behold his teaching.
He taught none commonly vnder twentie, fortie, fifty,
or an hundred pounds. And becaufe all things fhould

be verie neceffary for the Nobleme & gentleme, he h:}d
in

I eorite not this te
difgrace the dead,
but 1o fbetw their F

impudit boldneffe WY
and infufficienty
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in his fchoole a large fquare table, with a greene car-i

et, done round with a verie brode rich fringe of gold,
alwaies ftanding vpon it a verie faire Standifh couered
with Crimfon Veluet, with inke, pens, pin-duft, and
fealing waxe, and quiers of verie excellent fine paper
gilded, readic for the Noblemen & Gentlemen &pon
occafion) to write their letters, being then defirous to
follow their fight, to fend their men to difpatch their
bufinefle. And to know how the time paffed, he had in
one corner of his fchoole a Clocke, with a verie faire
large Diall, he had within that fchoole, a roome the
which was called his privie fchoole, with manie wea-

ons therein, where he did teach his fchollers his fecret
fight, after he had perfe@ly taught them their rules.He
was verie much beloued in the Court.

There was onc Auffen Bagger, a verie tall gentle-
man of his handes, not ftanding much vpon his skill,but
carying the valiant hart of an Fnglifhman, vpon a time
being merrie amongft his friendes, faid he would go
fight with Signior Racco, prefently went to Signior
Rocco his houfe in the Blackefriers, and called to him in
this maner: Signior Rocco, thou that art thought to be
the onely cunning man in the world with thy weapon,
thou that takeft vpon thee to hit anie Englifhman with
athruft vpon anie button, thou that takeft vpon thee to
come ouer the feas, to teach the valiant Noblemen and
Gentlemen of England to fight, thou cowardly fellow
come out of thy houfe if thou dare for thy lif{, Iam
come to fight with thee.Signior Rocco looking out at a
window , perceiuing him in the ftreet to ftand readie
with his Sword and Buckler, with his two hand Sword
drawne, with all fpeed ran into the ftreet, and manfully
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let flie at Auflen Bagger, who moft brauely defendeq
himfelfe, and prefently clofed with him, and ftroke vp
his heeles, and cut him ouer the breech, and trode vpon
him, and moft grieuoufly hurt him vnder his feet : yet
in the end Auflen of his good nature gaue him his
life, and there left hin. This was the firft and laft fight
that euer Signior Rocco mmade, fauing once at Queene
Hith he drew his Rapier vpon a waterman, where he
was throughly beaten with Oares and Stretchers, but
the oddes of their weapons were as great againft his Ra-
pier, as was his two hand Sword againft Auflen Bag-
gers Sword and Buckler, therefore for that fray he w-sg
to be excufed.

Then came in Vincentio and Ieronimo, they taught
Rapier-fight at the Court, at London, and in the coun-
trey, by the fpace of feauen or eight yeares or therea-
bouts.Thefe two Italian Fencers, efpecially Uincentio,
faid that Englithmen were ftrong men, but had no cun-
ning, and they would go backe too much in their fight,
which was great difgrace vnto them.Vpon thefe words
of difgrace againft Englithmen, my brother Tody Stluer
and my felfe, made challenge againft them both, to play
with them at the fingle Rapier, Rapier and Dagger, the
fingle Dagger, the fingle Sword, the Sword and Target,
the Sword and Buckler, & two hand Sword, the Staffe,
battell Axe, and Morris Pike, to be played at the Bell
Saua ge vpon the Scaffold, where he that went in his
fight fafter backe then he ought, of Englithman or Ita-
lian, fhold be in danger to breake his necke off the Scaf-
fold. We caufed to that effe, fiue or fixe fcore Bils of
challenge to be printed, and fet vp from Southwarke to
the Tower, and from thence through Londecn vnto Wefl-

minfler, _
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minfler, we were at the place with all thefe weapons at
the time apointed, within a bow fhot of their Fence
fchoole: many gentlemen of good accompt, caried ma-
nie of the bils of chalenge vnto them, telling them that
now the Siluers were at the place appointed, with all
their weapons, looking for them, and a multitude of
people there to behold the fight, faiing vnto them, now
come and go with vs (you fhall take no wrong) or elfe

ou are fhamed for euer. Do the gentlemen what they
could, thefe gallants would not come to the place of
triall.I verily thinke their cowardly feare to anfwere this
chalenge, had vtterly fhamed them indeed, had not the
maifters of Defence of London, within two or three
daies after, bene drinking of bottell Ale hard by Vin-
centios fchoole, in a Hall where the Italians muft of ne-
ceflitic paffe through to go to their fchoole: and as they
were comming by, the maifters of Defence did pray
them to drinke with them, but the Italians being verie
cowardly, were afraide, and prefently drew their Ra-
piers: there was a pretie wench ftanding by, that loued
the Italians, the ran with ourcrie into the ftreet, helpe,
helpe, the Italians are like to be flaine : the people with
all fpeede came running into the houfe, and with their
Cappes and fuch things as they could get, parted the
fraic, for the Englith maifters of Defence, meant no-
thing lefle then to foile their handes vpon thefe two
faint-harted: fellowes. The next morning after, all the
Court was filled, that the Jtalian teachers of Fence had
beaten all the maifters of Defence in London, who fet v-
pon them in a houfe together. This wan the fralian Fen-
cers their credit againe, and thereby got much,ftill con-
tinuing their falfe teaching to the end of their liues.
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This Uincentio proued himfelfe a ftout man not

long before he died, that it might be feene in his life

time he had bene a gallant, and therefore no Maruajle
he tooke vpon him fo highly to teach Englithmen 1,
fight, and to fet forth bookes of the feates of Armes, V.
pon a time at Wels in Somerfetthire, as he wasin greay
brauerie amongft manic gentlemen of good accompt,
with great boldnefle he gaue out fpeeches, that he haqd
bene thus manie yeares in England, and fince the time
of his firft comming, there was not yet one Englifh-
man, that could once touch him at the fingle Rapier, or
Rapier and Dagger. A valiant gentleman being there
amongtt the reft, his Englith hart did rife to heare thjs
proude boatter, fecretly fent a meflenger to one Bartho.
lomew Bramble a friend of his, a veric tall man both of
his hands and perfon, who kept a fchoole of Defence in
the towne, the meflenger by the way made the maifter
of Defence acquainted with the mind of the gentleman
that fent for him, and of all what Uincentio had faid,this
maifter of Defence prefently came, and amongft all the
gentlemen with his cap off, Eraycd maifter Vincentio,
that he would be pleafed to take a quart of wine of him.
Vincentio verie fcornefully looking vpon him, faid vnto
him.Wherefore fhould you giue me a quart of wine?
Marie Sir, faid he, becaufe I heare you are a famous man
at your weapon. Then prefently faid the gentleman
that fent for the maifter of Defence: Maifter Vincentio,
1 pray you bid him welcome, he is a man of your pro-
feflion. My profeffion faid Vincentio? what is my profef-
fion. Then faid the gentleman, he is a maifter of the no-
ble fcience of Defence. Why faid maifter Pincetio, God
make him a good man.But the maifter of Defence wold

not.
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not thus leaue him, but prayed him againe he would bz
Plcafcd to take a quart of wine of him.The faid Vincétio,
[ haue no need of thy wine. Then faid the maifter of De-
fence: Sir I haue a fchoole of Defence in the towne, will
it pleafe you to go thither. Thy fchoole, faid maifter
Vincentio? what fhall I do at thy fchoole? play with me
(faid the maiﬁe?‘ at the Rapier and Dagger, if it pleafe
you. Play with thee faid maifter Vincentio? if I play with
thee, I will hit thee 1. 2. 3. 4. thruftes in the eic toge-
ther. Then faid the maifter of Defence, if you can do fo,
itis the better for you, and the worfe for me, but furely
I can hardly beleeue that you can hit me: but yet once
againc I hartily pray you good Sir, that you will go to
my {choole, and play with me. Play with thee faid mai-
fter Vincentio (verie fcornefully?) y God me fcorne to
play with thee. With that word fcorne, the maifter of
Defence was verie much moued, and vp with his great
Englith fift, and ftroke maifter Vincentio fach a boxe on
the eare that he fell ouer-and ouer, his legges iuft a-
gainft a Butterie hatch, whereon ftood a great blacke
Iacke: the maifter of Defence fearing the worft, againft
Uincentio his rifing, catcht the blacke Iacke into his
hand, being more then halfe full of Beere. Vincentio lu-
ftily ftart vp, laying his hand vpon his Dagger, & with
theother hand pointed with his finger, faying, very well:
I will caufe to lic in the Gaile for this geare, 1. 2. 3
4. yeares. And well faid the maifter of Defence, fince
you will drinke no wine, will you pledge me in Beere? 1
drinke to all the cowardly knaues in England, and I
thinke thee to be the verieft coward of them all: with
that he caft all the Becre vpon him: notwithftanding
Vincentio hauing nothing but his guilt Rapier, and
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17)aggcr about him, and the other for his defence th,
blacke Iacke, would not at that time fight it out : bueth,
next day met with the maifter of Defence in the ftreete

and faic{ voto him, you remember how mifufed a me
yefterday, you were to blame, me be an excellent man,
me teach you how to thruft two foote further then anje
Englithman, but firft come you with me: then he
brought him to a Mercers fhop, and faid to the Mchcr,
let me fee of your beft filken Pointes, the Mercer diq
prefently thew him fome of feauen groates a dozen,
then he payeth fourteene groates for two dozen, and
faid to the maifter of Defence, there is one dozen for
you, and here is another for me. This was one of the va-
lianteft Fencers that came from beyond the feas, to
teach Englithmen to fight, and this was one of the man-
lieft frayes, that I haue hard of, that cuer he made in
England, wherin he fhewed himfelfe a farre better man
in his life, then in his profeffion he was, for he profefled
armes, but in his life a better Chriftian. He fet forth in
print a booke for the vfe of the Rapier and Dagger, the
which he called his pratife, I haue read it ouer ,and be-
caufe I finde therein neither true rule for the perfe@
teaching of true fight, not true ground of true fight, nei-
ther fence or reafon for due proofe thereof. I haue
thought it friuolous to recite any part therin contained:
yet that the truth hereof may appeare, let two me being
wel experienced in the Rapier and Dagger fight, choofe
any of the beft branches in the fame booke, & make trial
with force and agility, without the which the truth be-
tweene the true & falfe fight cannot be knowne, & they
thall find great imperfections therein. And againe, for

proofe that there is no truth, neither in his rules, grouds
or

71

or Rapier-fight, let triall be made in this maner: Set two Prosfes ageint
vnskilfull men together at the Rapier and Dagger, be- the Rapier fight.

ing valiant, 'and you fhall fee, that once in two boutes
there fhall either one or both of them be hurt. Then fet
two skilfull men together, being valiant at the Rapier
and Dagger, and they fhall do the like.Then fet a skilful
Rapier and Dagger-man the beft that can be had, and a
valiant man hauing no skill together at Rapier & Dag-
ger, and once in two bouts vpon my credit in all the ex-
erience I haue in fight, the vnskilful man, do the other
what he can for his life to the contrarie, thall hurt him,
and moft commonly if it were in continuance of fight,
you fhall fee the vnskilfull man to haue the aduantage,
And if I fhould chufe a valiant man for feruice of the
Prince, or to take part with me or anie friend of mine
ina good quarrell, I would chufe the vnskilfull man, be-
ing vnencombred with falfe fights, becaufe fuch a man
ftandeth free in his valour with ftrength and agilitie of
bodic, freely taketh the benefit of nature, fighteth moft
braue, by loofing no oportunitie, either foundly to hurt
his enemie, or defend himfelfe, but the other ftanding
for his Defence, vpon his cunning Italian wardes, Posn-
tareuerfa, the Imbrocata, Stocata, and bei ng faft tyed vn-
to thefe falfe fightes, ftandeth troubled in his wits, and
nature therby racked through the largenefle or falfe ly-
ings or Spaces, whereby he is in his fight as a man halfe
maimed, loofing the oportunity of times & benefit of
nature, & whereas before being ignorant of thefe falfe
Rapier fightes, ftanding in the free libertic of nature
giuen him by god, he was able in the field with his wea-
poto anfwere the valianteft man in the world, but now
being tied vnto that falfe fickle vncertaine fight, there-
Ky
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by hath loft in nature his freedome, is now become

fcarce halfe 2 man, and cuerie boye in that fight is be-

come as good a2 man as himfelfe.

Ieronimo this gallant was valiant, and would fight
indeed, and did, as you fhall heare. He being in 2 Coch
with a wench that he loued well, there was one Cheefe,
a verie tall man, in his fight naturall Englifh, for he
fought with his Sword and Dagger, and in Rapier-fight
had no skill at all. This Cheefe hauing a quarrell to Ie-
ronimo, ouertooke him vpon the way, himfelfe being on
horfebacke, did call to Jeronimo, and bad him come
forth of the Coch or he would fetch him, for he was
come to fight with him. Jeronimo prefently went forth
of the Coch and drew his Rapier and dagger, put him-
felf into his beft ward or Stocata, which ward wastaught
by himfelfe and Vincentio, and by them beft allowed of,
to be the beft ward to ftand vpon in fight for life, either
to affault the enemie, or ftand and watch his comming,
which ward it fhould feeme he ventured his life vpon,
but howfoeuer with all the fine Italienated skill Jeroni-
mo had, Cheefe with his Sword within two thruftes ran
him into the bodie and flue him. Yet the Italian tea-

chers will fay, that an Englithma cannot thruft ftraight

with a Sword, becaufe the hilt will not fuffer him to put
the forefinger ouer the Croffe, nor to put the thumbe
vpon the blade, nor to hold the pummell in the hand,
whereby we are of neceflitic to hold faft the handle in
the hand : by reafon whereof we are driuen to thruft
both compaffe and thort, whereas with the Rapier they
can thruft both ftraight and much further then we can
with the Sword, becaufe of the hilt: and thefe be therea-
fons they make againft the Sword.

FINIS.

BREF INSTRUCTIONS
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for the true handling of all Mann' of
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TO THE READER.

AZZY Or as much as in my padoxes of Defence I
%K‘))\,w haue admonyfthed N}'eg totakeheede of falfe

X teachers of Defence, yet once againe in
{ thefe my bref inftructions I do the lyke, be-
228X caufe Divers have wryten books treating of

the noble fcience of Defence, wherin they rather teach
offence then Defence , rather fhewing men therby how
to be flayne than to defend them felues fr6 the Dang* of
their enemys, as we may dayly fe to the great grief &
ouerthrowe of many braue gentlemen & gallent of of
ever viGorious nation of great brytaine, And therfore
for the great loue & Care y* I haue for the well Doing &
pvation of my Countrymen, feeing their Dayly ruens
& vtter ourthrow of Diu™ gallant gent: & others web
truft only to that Impfyt fyght of y* Rapior, yeafe al-
though they Deyly fe their owne ou*throwes & flaugh-
ter therby, yet becaus they are trayned vp therin, they
thinke & do fully pfwade them felues that ther is no
fight fo excelent & wher as amongft div's other their
oppynyonsy*leadeth them to this errous on of y* cheifeft
is, becaufe ther be fo many flayne w* thefe weapons &
therfore they hold them fo exelent, bl;f thefe thingesdo
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cheifly happen, firft becaufe their fyght is Imprfyt for
that they vfe nether the prfyt gronds of true fyphe,
nether yet the 4 gouTnors wtout wek no man can ﬁght
faf, nether do they vfe fuch other rules we are required
in the right vfe ofy prfyt defence, and alfo their weapons
for y¢ molt prte beinge of an Imprfyt length, muft of
neceflytic make an Imprfyt Defence becaufe they Can.
not vie them in due tyme & place, for had thefe valeroug
mynded men the right prfetion of the true fyghe wt
the fhort fword, & alfo ofP other weapons of prfyt length,
I know yt men would com faffer out of the field fr5
fuch bloddye bankets & that fuch would be their prfec-
tions her in, that it would faue many 100 mens lyues.
But how fhould men lerne prfeion out of fuch ruleg
as are nothing els but very Imprfetio it felf. And as
it is not fyt for a man wet defyreth y* clere lyght of
the Day to go downe into the bottom of a deepe &
Darke Dungion, belyvinge to fynd it there, fo is it as
Impofiyble for men to fynd the prfyt knowledge of this
noble {cience wher as in all their teachings every thinge
is attempted & acted vpo Imprfyt rules, for ther is but
one truth in all things, wet I with very hartely were
taught & practyfed here amonfg& vs, &y* thofe Imprfyt
& murtherous kynde of falfe fyghts might be by them
abolyfhed. Leaue now to qua.g & gull any Longer of
that fylthy brynyfh puddle, fecing yo may now drink of
y* frefh & clere fprynge.

O that men for their Defence would but geve their
mynde to practife the true fyght in deed, & lerne to bcr.e
true brytith wards for thirc defence, wet yf they had it
in prfyt practyfe, I fpeak it of myne owne knowledge y*
thofe Imprfyt Italyon Devyfes wt rapyor & ponyall’g

wou
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would be clene caft afyde & of no account of al fuch as
plind offections do not lead beyond the bonds of reafon.
Therfore for the verye zealous & vnfayned loue y* 1
beare vnto yo* high & royal prfon my Cuntrymen pytti-
ing their caufes y* fo many braue men fhould be dayly
murthered, & fpoyled for want of true knowledge of
this noble fcience & not as fom Imagyn to be, only y*
excelence of y* rapior fyght, & wher as my padoxes of
defence is to the moft forte as a darke ryddle in many
things ther in fet downe, therfore I have now thisfecond
tyme taken fom paynes to write thefe few breef Inftruc-
tions ther V}apc') wher by they may the better attayne to
the truth of this fcyence & laying open here all fuch
things as was fom thinge Intrycat for them to vnd* ftand
in my p'doxes & therfor yt I haue the ful prfectic &
knowledge of the prfyt vie of all mann’ of weapons, it
Doth embolden me here in to wryte for the better In-
ftructio of the Vnfkylfull.

And I haue added to thefe my breef Inftrutions
c'taine necefarie admonytions web {wi{h every man not
only to know but alfo to ob{ 've & follow, Chiefly al fuch
as are defyrous to enter into the right vfage & know-
ledge of their weapons, & alfo I haue thought it good
to Annexe here vnto my p*doxes of Defence becaufe in
thefe my bref Inftrutions, I haue refcrred y* reader to
div's rules ther in fet down.

This haue I wryten for an Infallible truth & a note of
remembrance to o' gallant gent: & others of o brave
mynded Nation of great bryttaine, web bere a mynde to
defend them felues & to wyn honour in the ft):'cld by
their Actions of armes & fyngle Combats.

And know y* T write not this for vaineglorie, but out
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of An entyre loue yt I owe vnto my natyve Cuntrymen,
as on who lamentith their Lofles, forrye y* fo great an
errour fhould be fo Carefully noryfhed as afipant in their
bofoms to their vtt* confufyo, as of long tyme haue byn
feene, wher as yfthey would but feeke the truth her in
the{ were eafyly abolythed, therfore follow the truth &
fly Ignorance.

And confydr yt learnyng hath no greater enemye than
Ignorance, nether can the vnfkylfull euer Judge the
truth of my arte to them unknowen, beware of rafh
Judgment & accept my labours as thankfully as I beftow
them willingly, cenfuer me Juftly, let no man Difpife
my worke herin Caufeles, & fo I refere my felf to the
cenfuer of fuch as are fkylful herin & fo I comyt y6 to
the prtection of the almyghty Jehovah,

yo™ in al loue & fryendly Affedtio,
GEORGE SYLUER.

Admonytions

43 . v;,i,_f\l»/.;
NPNWg AL TN RCONY A A
ADMONYTIONS
TO THE GENTLEMEN &
BRAVE GALLANTS OF GREAT
BRITAINE AGAINST QUARRELS &

BRAULES WRITEN BY GEORGE SILUER.
GENT.

@#i24 Heras I have declaired in my prdoxes of de-
Ui571/) fence of the falfe teachinge of the noble
¥\ fcyence of defence vied here by the Italyon
fencerswilling men therin totakeheed how
. they trufted ther vnto wt fuffytient reafons
& profs why.

And wher as ther wasabooke wryten by Vincentioan
Italic teacher whofe yll vfinge Rra&ifes & vnikylfull
teaching were fuch y* it hath coft the lyves of many of
o*brave gentlemen & gallants, the vnc'taintye of whofe
falfe teaching doth yet remayne to y* dayly murthering
& ouer throw of many, for he & the reft of them did not
teach Defence but offence, as it doth playnlye appere
by thofe y* follow the fame Imprfyt fyght according to
their teaching or inftructios by the orders from them
preeedinge, for be the attors yt follow them neuer fo
prfytor fiylfull therin one or both o{ them are eyther
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fore hurt or flainein their Incountrs & fyghts, & yf they
alledge y* we vfe it not ri ghtlz according to y* prfe@ig
therof, & therfore cannot defend o' felues, to web [ 5p_
fwer yf themfelues had had any prfettion therin, & thae
their teaching had byn a truth, themfelues would nog
have byn beaten & flayne in their fyghts, & vfing of
their weapons, as they were.

And therfore I proue wher a man by their teaching
can not be faf in his defence following their owne
groundcof fyghtthen is their teaching offence & not de.-
ence, for in true fyght againft the beft no hurt can be
don . And yf both haue the full prfection of true fyght,
then the one will not be able to hurt the other at what
prfgt weapon fo ever.

or it cannot be fayd y* yf a man go to the feld & can-
not be furetodefend him felf in fight&tocom faf home,
yf goid be not againft him whither he fyght wta man of
fkyll or no fkil it may not be faid y! fuch a man is Maft*
of the Noble fcyence of defence, or that he hath the
prfeQion of true ?rght, for yf both haue the prfe@ion of
their weapons, yf by any Device, on fhould be able to
hurt the other, ther were no prfection in the fyght of
weapons, & this firmely hold in yo' mynd for a generall.
rule, to be the hayth & prfection of the true handling of
al maner of weapons.

And alfo wheras yt faid Vincentio in yt fame booke
hath written difcours of honour & honourable quarrels
making many reafons to prve meanes & wayes to enter
y* feeld & cobat , both for the lye & other difgraces, al
web diabolicall devyces tendeth only to villayne & dif-
truCtion as hurtynge, Maymynge & Murtheringe or
kyllinge. .

Annymating
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Annymating y¢ mynds of yonge gentlemen & gallants
to follow thofe rules to maintaine their honorsé& credits,
but the end ther of for the moft prte is eyther kyllinge or
hanginge or both to their ytter vndoinge & great gref of
themfelues, & their friends, but then to late to cail it a-
gaine. they confyder not the tyme & place that we lyue
in, nor do not throughly looke into the danger of the
lawe til it be to late, & for that in diuers other cuntryes
in thefe things they have a larger fcope than we have in
thefe our dayes.

Therfore it behoveth vs not ups euery abufe offered
wher by o' bloud fhalbe Inflamed, or o' choler kindled
pfently w* the fword or w* the ftabb, or by force of
Armes to fecke Reuenge, wet is the propre nature of
wild beafts in their rage fo to do, being voyde of the vfe:
of reafon, weh thinge fhould not be in Men of difcreatio
fo much to Degenerate, but he yt wil not endure an In-
jurye, but will fecke revenge, then he ought to do it by
Cyvill Order & prof , by good & holfom lawes, web are
ordayned for fuch Caufes, we® is a thinge far more fyt &
requifted in a place of fo Cyvell 2 gou'nment as we lyve
in, thenis theother, & who fo follow!thefe my Admony-
cions fhalbe accounted asvalyent aMan as hey!fyghteth
& farr wyfer. for I fee no reafon why a Man fhould
adventure hys lyf & eftate upé every tryfle, but fhould
rather put vp diu's abufes offered vnto him, becaufe it is
agreeable both to the Lawes of god & o' Cuntrye,

Why fhould not words be Anfwered wt words againe,
but yf a Man by his enemye be charged wt blowes then
may he Lawfully fecke the beft meanes to defend him
felf, & In fuch a Cafe I hold it fyt to vfe his fkyll & to
fhow his force by his Deeds, yet fo, yt his dealynge be

not
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not wt full Rygour to the ot"l{ers confufyon yf poflyble j¢
may be efchewed.

Alfotake heed howyo appoynt the field wt yo! Enemye
publickly becaufe o* Lawes Xo not prmyt yt, neyther
appoint to meet him in pryvat fort left yo woundin
him he accufe y6 of fellownye faying you have robbed
him &c. Or he may laye companye clofely to Murther
¥otlxd& then to report he dyd yt him felfv yently in the
celd,

Alfo take heed of thyne Enemyes Stratagems, left he
fynd Meanes to make yo to looke a fyde vpo fomthing,
or caufe yo to fhew whether yo have on a p'vye Coate,
& fo when yo Looke from him, he hurt or Eyll you.

Take not armes vpoeuery light occafyon, let not one
fryend vpon a word or a tryfle violate another but let
ech man zealoufly embrace fryendfhyp , & turne not
famylyaritie into ftrangnes, kyndnes into mallice, nor
loue into hatred, norifh not thefe ftrange & vnnaturall
Alterations.

Do not wyckedly refolue one to fecke the others
ou'throwe, do not confyrme to end thy Mallice by fyght
becaufe for the moft prte y* endeth by Death.

Confyder when thefe things were moft vfed in former
Ages they fought not fo much by envye the ruen & dif-
trution on of another, they never tooke tryall by fword
but in defence of Innocencye to maintayne blotlefs
honour.

Do not vpon Euery tryfle make an A&ion of revenge,
or of Defyance.

Go not into the feeld wt thy fryend at his Intreatye to
take his prte but firft know y* mann’of y* quarrell how

Juttly or vniuftlye it grow, & do not ther in maintaine
wronge
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wrongeagainftryght, butexamyne the caufe of the con-
travercye , & yf ther be reafon for his rage to lead him
toy' mortall refolution,

Yet be the caufe ncuer fo Juft, go not wt him neyther
further nor fuffer him to fight yf poffyble it may by any
meanes be otherwyfeended & wyll him not to enter into
fo dangerous an action, but leue it till neccefytie re-

uireth it.

And this I hold to be the beft Courfe for it is fool-
ithnes & endleffe troble to caft a ftone at cuerye Dogge
y* barks at (you. this noble fcyence is not to caufe on
man to abufe another iniuriouflye but to vfe it in their
neceffyties to defend them in their Juft Caufes & to
maintaine their honour & Credits.

Therfore flye al rathnes, pryde, & doynge of Iniurie
all foule faults & errours herin, p'fume not on this, &
therbye to think it lawfull to-offer Iniurye to Anye,
think not yotfelf Invincible, but confyder y* often a
verye wretch hath kylled a taule man, but he yt hath
humanytie, the more skylful Le is in this noble fcience,
the more humble, modeft, & Vrtuous he fhould fhew
him felf both in fpecch & Action, no lyer, no vaunter
nor quarreller, for thefe are the caufes of Wounds, Dif-
honour & Death.

Yf you talke wt great men of honourable qualitie wt
fuch cﬁ’icﬂy haueregarde toframe yo'fpeeches & Anfwer
fo reverent, y* a foolifh word, or froward Anfwer geve
no occafyon of offence for often they brecd Deadly ha-
tred, Cruell murthers & extreem ruens &c.

Ever fhun al occafyons of quarrels, but marfhall men
cheiflye generals & great comanders fhould be exelent
skylfull in the noble fcience of defence, therby to be
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able to anfwer quarrels, Combats & Chalenges in De.
fence of their prince & Cuntry.

Vale,

Bref Infruétions ups my pradoxes of Defence for the
true handlyng of all Mann™ of weapons together
W' the fower grownds & the fower gounors
w* gouernours are left out in my
pradoxes wout the knowledge of
w* no Man can fight faf.

Cap. I.

The fower grownds or | 1. | Fudgment
principls of y true| 2.| Diflance

Jyght at all manner of | 3. | Tyme
g’eapomaretln e 4,0z, | 4. | Place.

G828 He reafon wherof thefe 4 5rownds or p'nci-
Y yples be the fyrft & cheefeft, are the follow-
¢ inge, becaufe through Judgment, yo kepe

Y yo© dyftance, through Diftance yo take yor
~—" Tyme, through Tyme yo fafly wyne or
gayne the Place of yo* adufarie, the Place beinge woon
or gayned yo haue tyme fafly eyther to firyke, thruft,
ward, cloze, grype, flyp or go back, in the web tyme
yo' enemye is difapoynted to hurt yo, or to defend him-
felf, by reafon that he hath loft his true Place, the rea-
fon y* he hath loft his True place is by the length of

Tyme
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Tymie through the numbe of his feet, to wet he is of
neceflytie Dryven to y* wilbe Agent.

The 4 gou'nors are thofe y follow,

1. The fyrft goutnor is Judgment wet is to know when
yo© Adverfarie can reach you, & when not, & when y&
can do the lyke to him, & to know by the goodnes or
badnes of his lyinge, what he can do, & when & how
he can pforme it.

2. Thefecond goutnor is Meafure. Meafure is the better
to know how to make yo fpace true to defend yo* felf,
or to offend yo* enemye. .

3. _The third & fourth goutnersis a twyfold mynd when
yo prefs in on yof enemye, for as y5 have a mynd to

4. forwarde, fo yo muft haue at ytinftant a mynd to fly
backwarde vpo any action yt thalbe offered or don by yor
adurfarie,

Certaine general rules w* muft be obfyved in yf
prfyt vfe of al kynde of weapons.
Cap. 2.

ﬁ},{ w* yo Enemy, obfyve wel the fcope, Even-

=) nes & vneunnes of yof grounde, put yo'felf in

5% redynes w'yo* weapon, before yorenemye Com
wlin diftance, fet the fvnn in his face travers yf poffible
yocan ftill remembrynge Ko' gournors.

2. Letal yo' lyinge be fuch as fhal beft like {o’fclf, cuer
confyderinge out what fyght yor Enemye chargeth y3,
but be fure to kepe yor diftance, fo yt nether hed, Armes,

M2

0 -f-‘F;m Yrft when you com into the feeld to encounter
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hands, body, nor legges be wtin hys reach, but yt he
mutft fyrft of neceflytie put in his z)otc or feet, at web
tyme yo haue the Choyfe of iij A&ions by the weh yo
_ .. mayendang’ him & go free yo'fclf.

;ﬂ;}ﬂ:ﬂfe’-’"'" 1. The fyrft is to ftrike or thruft at him, at yt inftant
memberedhatin ' When he haue gayned yG the place by his comin gein

Silver's time the 2, The fecond is to ward, & Aft to ftrike or thruft from
Junge was un-

hnowm, ot leafte Y FEMembringe yor gounors

Englifp fencers, 3. The thyrd is to flippe alyttle backe & to ftrike or

:-"” :zf‘}""}(}':;' thruft after hym.,
were paffis™ but euer remember y* in the fyrft motion of your
ar;{‘;!r{v:rﬁ:,” A_dvcrfaryc towarde yo, yt yo flyde a lyttle back fo fhall
:”:;;’?:IZ/?. yo be p'pred in due tyme to prforme anye of the iij

tued agreat ACtions Aforefaid, by difappointynge him of his true

};’;{"'{:‘:’}’;‘, 'fplacc, whereby y6 fhall faflye defend yo'felfe & en-

the attack, danger him.
“Paffes” woere remember alfo y* yf through fear or polyfye, he ftrike

11?: d”‘:f' 7/ or thruftfhort, & ther wt go back, or not go back, follow

wardsandthe  h1m vpon yo* twofold gou'nors, fo fhall yor warde &

“traverfes”  flype be prformed in lyke mann as before, & yorfelf
were flepsina ftil be faf, Y y

lateral direftion,

“ Put inkis faor,"
ie. advance.,

“ §lips” were Kepe yo dyftance & fuffer not yo' adu'farie to wyn 3.

g:;”"/’l’;""{";):: or gayne the place of you, for yf he fhall fo do, he may

backwards, endanger to hurt or kyll you.

Thefe movemenss. — Know y* the place is, when on may ftryke or thruft

:/’:J".:ﬁ,.':,'l";. home w'out puttinge in of his foot.

attack, Yt may be obiected againft thys laft ground, y* men

“Towgnorgayne do often ftrike & thruft at the half fword & yet the

the place; i fame is prfytly defended, where to I anfwer y* that de-

ing diflance.  fence is prfytly made by reafon y* the warder hath his
true fpace before the ftryker or thrufter is in his force

or entred into his ation.
Therfore

4. When yo' enemy fhal prefs vpon you, he wilbe Open
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Therfore alwaies do p'vent both blow & thruft, the :}5;::’:;:5“‘

blow by true fpace, & the thruft by narrow fpace y* is uj, fuord slade
true croffinge it before the fame cominto their full force, ot traverfein
other wyie the hand of the Agent beinge as fwyft as ye :ﬁ:’f};{nf; ::'
hand of the patient, the hand of y¢ Agent beinge the ,,,fb,,_. thas
fyrft mou’, muft of neceflytic ftrike or thruft y* prte off"‘:" “mediam ™’
y® patient wet fhalbe ftryken or thruft at becaufe the & fios <,

tyme of y* hand to the tyme of y¢ hand, beinge of lyke é¢s“serrem
fwyftnes the fyrft mou’ hath y¢ aduantage. Jpace,” while

frfm""tizrre" re
“feptime” or
in one place or other, both at fyngal & dubble wcapon,fﬂ:? “feconde™.
or at the leaft he wilbe to weake in his ward vpon fuch 2 0%
p'flinge, then ftrike or thruft at fuch open or weakeft «myde fpece.
prte yt yo fhal fynd neereft.
5. When y6 attempt to wyn the place, do it vpon gard,
remembringe yor gou'nors, but when he p'fleth vpo yo
& gayneth y6 The place, then ftrike or thruft at him gim siter
in his comynge in, thrafh,
Or yf he fhal ftryke or thruft at yo, then Ward it,
& ﬁry{e or thruft at him from yo* warde, & ﬂ_y backe :-_rr;ul
Inftantly accordinge to yor gou'nors, fo thall yo efcape s,ff:,,'},m
faflie, for that the fyrft Motion of the fecte backwarde carefil 2o em-
is more fwyft, then the firft motion of the feet forwarde, ﬁ:{%}"}v’_
wher by yo* regreffyon wilbe more fwyfter, then his ingsacke," ic.
courfe in prgreflyon to Anoye you, the reafon is, that :_;'ﬁﬂf,"w;h
in the fyrft motyon of his prgrefflyon his Numbr & 27050
Waight is greater then yo™ are, in yof firft motyon of whetker it b
yor regreflyon, neu'thelefs al men knowe that the co-{:“:{;/'}'i o
tynual courfe of the feet forwarde is more fwyft then
the Contynuall Courfe of y* fcctt}]»aclfc_w;rds.& v ——
6. yf yor enemye lye in varyable fyght, ryke or Time bits
thxyuﬁyat yo chn bZ fure torlcgg yo* Diftance & ftrike
3
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or thruft at fuch open prte of him as are neereft vnto
you, viz, at the hand, Arme, hed, or legg of him, & go
back wtall,
yf ij men fight at varyable fyght, & yf wtin diftance,
they muft both be hurt, for in fuch fight they Cannot
make a true Crofle, nor haue tyme trulye to _{udge, by
reafon y* the fwyft motyon of the hand, beinge a fiwyfter
moue', then the eye Deceyveththe eye, at what weapon
foeuer y6 fhal fyght wtall, as in my pradoxes of defence
_ inthe chapter therof doth appere.
zf’ﬁ':égf:;"b" Looke to the grype of yor Enemye, & vpé his flype
/,,,,,_Mf,,,u take fuch warde as fhal beft fyt your hand, from weh
the left handi— warde ftrike or thruft, ftil remembrynge yor gouernors,
% ;:f,',',f P4 yfyscan IndireCt yorenemyeat any kynde of weapon,
#refa” orgrip- then yo haue the aduantage, becaufe he muft moue his
ping gauntht feet to dire@ him felf Againe, & yG in the meane tyme
,,,,,ﬂ,f,,,u may ftrike or thruft at him, & fly out faft, before he

fne mail, war - can offer anything at you, his tyme wilbe fo longe.
Jometimes ufed.

Toe“indire8"is .
1o cither right or left prte, wt any kynd of weapon, rememb’ to
manzworeor  Draw yo' hynde foot a lyttle crculerlye, from that

ﬁ:’:,ﬁ:”;,{:’; prte to web the fame fhalbe made, wher by y5 fhall

direllion. make yor defence the more prfyt, & fhal ftand the more
4 Demi-volte.  Apt to ftrike or thruft from yt.

When you fhall Ward blow or thruft, made at yo* 10.
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A declaration of al the 4 generall fyghts to be
vfed W the fword at dubble or fyngle,
longe or fhort,& w' Certaine
P'ticuler rules to them
Annexed,

Cap. 3.

. . YT
g)point backwards web s bcff, yet vie that web po smor

yo fhall fynd moft apteft, to ftrike, thruft, or Viggieri.

. 28NS Pen fyght is to Carrye yor hand & hylt a loft T4 “Guerdia
f; aboue yo" hcd, Cyther wt Oynt Vpl’ight, or alta” of Marez~

Al Y =

ward.
Gardant fyght in genall is of ij forts, y* fyrft is true £ «Amging®
gardant fyght, web is eyther prfyt or Imprfyt. guerd, P

The prfyt is to carry yor hand & hylt aboue yo' hed ;; ¢ High Prime.
wt yo* poynt doune to wards yor left knee, wt yo* fword
blade fomewhat neer yor.bodye, not bearing out your
poynt, but rather declynynge in a lyttle towards yor
faid knee, y* yo' enemye crofe not ﬁ'o' poynt & fo hurt Commasd.
you, ftand bolt vpright in this fyght, & yf he offer to
prefle in then bere yo* hed & body a lyttle backwarde.

The Imprfyt is when yo bere yor hand & fword hylt Te fand with the
priyt hayth aboue yof hed, as aforefayd but leanyngc}.'zfr‘:gf'
or ftoopinge forwarde wt yo body & therby yo* {pace “imperfea™
wilbe to Wyde on both {yds to detend the blow ftryken peftien.
at the left fyde of yo© hed or to wyde to defend a thruft
from the ryght fyde of the body,

Alfo it is Imprfyt, yf yo bere yo' hand & hylt as
aforefayd, berynge yo* poynt to farr out from yo* knee,
fo y* yor enemy May Crofs, or ftrike Afyde yor poynt,

& therby endanger you, -
c
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“Bafterdgar-  ‘The fecond is baftard gardant fyght wet is to Carrye
ﬁﬂﬁiﬁiﬁ"ﬁ?yor hand & hylt below yo* hed, breft hye or lower wt
7 yo' poynt downwarde towarde yo* left foote, this baftard
gardant ward is not to be vfed in fyght, ecept it be to
Crofle yo' enemyes Ward at his comynge in to take the
grype of him or fuch other advantage, as in diu's placs
of y¢ fword fyght is fet forth.

Clofe fyght is when y6 Crofs at y* half fword eyther

more central,

“ Forehand aboue at forehand ward yt is wt poynt hye, & hande &
::;,-‘:m::",_ hylt lowe, or at true or baftard gardant ward w* both
yo* poynts doun.
Clofe is all mann® of fyghts wherin yo have made a 4.
true Crofe at the half fword w* yor fpace very narrow
he I & not Croft, is alfo clofe fyght.
e Italian

i Variable fyght is al other mann* of lyinge not here
;’,:}',',,’;;;’,Z;_ before fpoken of, wher of thefe 4 that follow are the
Sloedin England cheefeft of them.

;,’f;,’;;;ﬁf; Stocata: weh is to lye wt yor right legge forwarde, wt
& Sitver has . Yo' fword or rapior hylt back on the out fyde of yor

evidently mifcon- pight thygh wt yo! poynt forewarde to ward yofenemye,

‘ﬁ'é:;{,:ﬁm' wt yo dagg" in yof other hand extendinge yo hand to
guardia”of  wards the poynt of yor rapior, holdinge yor dagg® wt
Capo Ferre. ye poynt vpright wt narrow fpace betweene yor rapior

blade, & the nayles of yor dagg® hand, kepynge vor
;':' rine, s rapior poynt back behind yor daggr hand yf pofiyble,

Capo Ferro, Or he may lye wyde below vnd* his dagg™ w* his
“Guardiaalta” rapior poynt doun towards his enemyes foote, or wt
oA, ¥ his poynt fourth wt out his dagg?.

“ Guardia di
bk pa_[a"'of Imbrocata: is to lye wt yo' hylt hyer then yo' hed,

Marozzo. beringe yor knuckles vpwarde, & yo' point depending
“2uarta towarde yo' Enemys face or breft.
guardia” of

Alfieri. Mountanta: is to Carrye yo rapior pummell in the
palm
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palm of yor hand refting it on yo* lyttle fynger w* yo

hand belowe & fo movntynge it vp a loft, & fo to com

in wt a thruft vpo yor Encmyes face or breft, as out of

y® Imbrocata.
4. Paffata; is eyther to pafs w* y® Stocata, or to carrye

yo© fword or rapior hylt by yor right flanke, wt yo'jff; 1’;’,':" ,

poynt dire@tly againft vnt Enemyes belfiy, wt yor left ﬁ’zﬁf"'ﬂc

foote torwarde, extendinge fourth yor daggr hand w! fgbt aith 4 ane-
the poynt of yor dagger forwarde as yo do yo* fword, 7 u{;’:.; e
w* narrow fpace between yo* fword & dagg® blade, & afipance of « de-
fo to make yor paffage vpon him, ﬁ:ﬁ:}‘,f":z" "

Alfo any other kynd of varyable fyght or lyeinge gz é/merd
whatfoeuer 2 man can devife not here exprefled, is ubbie” is any

cotayned vnder this fight. Xind of fingle-

Aand fwerd
afified by a
defenfive weapen
. in the otber,
Of the fhort fyngle fword fyght againft
the lyke weapon.
Cap. 4.

1. U F yor enemye lye a loft, eyther in open or true A 4igé prime.
<5 gardant fight, & then finke at the left fyde of
yor hed or body yo beft ward to defend yor felf,
is to bere itwt true gardant ward, & yfhe ﬂ:nkg
& com in to the cloze, or to take the grype of you yo
may then fafly take the grype of him as it appereth in
the chapter of the grype, _ Adire8
2. but yf he do ftrike & not com in, then inftantly vpo “ripgfe.”
of ward, vncrofe & ftrike him cither on the right or “:’fl"l"'mf:l:'
left fyde of y* hed, & ﬂ‘y out inftantly. . B rement of the
3. Yfyo bere this wt forhand ward, be fure to ward his f:,n, lllmig:r‘
blowe, or kepe yor diftance, othcrwg']fc he fhall decue 4/ 7ea 4 bact-
you



A fimilar guard
o favoured by
fome modern

Asufirian fabre
Pplayers.

A time thraft in
“owarte” at the
Seoord band.

A “guarte™
perry, followed
by “ripefle” or
o ‘" P.,’

A time hit with
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you wt euery falfe, ftil cndangeringe yor hed, face, hand,
Armes, bodye, & bendynge knee, w* blow or thruft,
Therfore kepe well yor dyftance, becaufe yo can ve
hardly deferne (being w* in dyftance), by w fyde of
yor fword he will ftryke, nor at wet of thofe prts afore-
f;yd, becaufe the fwyft motion of y* hand deceyveth
the eye,

yf he lye aloft & ftrike as aforefaid at yo* head, yo may 4.

endanger him yf yo thruft at his hand, hilt, or Arme,
turninge yo* knuckles dounwarde, but fly back wt all in
the inftant y* yo thruft,

dyf he lye a loft as aforefaid, & ftrike a loft at the left 5.
fy

eof yorhed, yfy6 wil ward his blow w* forehand ward,
then be fure tokepe yordiftance, except he com foc'taine
that yo be fure to ward his blow, at wet tyme yf he com
in wt all, y6 may endanger him from y* ward, eyther by
blow, thruft or grype,

yf he lye a loft & y6 lye a lowe wt yor fword in the 6.

varyable fyght, then yf yo offer to ward his blow made
at yo* hed, w* true gardant ward yo* tyme wilbe to longe
Due in tyme to make a fure ward, for that it is bettr to
bere it wt forehand ward, but be fure tokepe yor diftance,
to make him com in w* his feet, wher by his tyme wilbe
to longe to do y* he intendeth.

yfij Men fight both vpé open fyght he y* firft break- 7.

eth his diftance, yf he attempt toftryke at the othershed,
fhalbe furely ftryken on the hed himfelf, yf the patient
Agent ftrike ther at in his Comynge in, & flyp a lyttle
back wt all, for yt flydinge back maketh an indiretion,
wherby yo* blow Croffeth his hed, & maketh atrue ward
for yor owne, this will yt be, becaufe of hislength of tyme
in his comynge in,

Alfo
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8. Alfo yfij fyght vpon open fyght, it is better for the
patient to ftrike home ftrongly at the Agents hed, when
the faid Agent fhal prefs vpon him to wyn the place then
tothruft, becaufe the blow of the patient is not only hurt-
ful tothe Agent, but it alfo maketh a true Crofe to defend
his owne hed,
9. yfhe charge yo aloft, out of the open or true gardant
fyght, !f {6 anfwer him wt y¢ Imprfyt gardant fyght, w
of body leanynge forwarde, yo* fpace wilbe to wyde on
goth fyde to make a true ward in due tyme, & yof arme
And body wilbe to neere vnto him, fo that wt the bend-
ing in of his body wt the tyme of hand & foote, he may
take the grype ofy you,
but yf yo ftand vpright in true gardant fyght, then he
cannot reach to take the grype of you, nor otherwife to
offend y5 yf you kepe yor diftance, wout puttinge in of
his foote or feete wherin his number wilbe to great, &
fo his tyme wilbe to longe, & y6 in that tyme may by

to comin wtvfing only yo' hand, or
vpon yo may ftryke or thruft wt yo' fword & fly outwall
accordinge to yor governors, fe more of this, in the chap-
ter of the grype.

10. yf he wilftil prfle forcibly a loft vpo you, Charginge
yooutof theopen ‘f_'yght or true gardant fyght, Intendinge
to hurt y5 in the face or hed, or to take the grype of yo
Againft fuch a on, you muft vfe both gardant & ?ﬁcn
fyght, wherby vpon euery blow or thruft that he fhall
make at you, you may from yor wards, ftrike or thruft
him on the face hed or bodye as it appearcth more at
large in the 5t Chapter of thefe my Inftructions.

. yfyofyghtwton y'ftandeth only;lpczm hisgardant fyg(l:rt Averiety of

“ Namber wilbe

i/l bave to mak

uttingein of yo* body take the grype of him, yfhe prefs :'lmanjj;tp’::r’
d : 2 y & Yﬁ d & fc );c &lihcrf‘f”
an oote, -



92 Bref Infiruttions.

guards to be ufed or yf he feeke to com in to yo by the fame fyght,thendo

;,",:,',f,',;;,,-zu yoftrike & thruft Contynually at al mann" of open place
that fhall com neereft vnto you, ftill remembringe yor
gou'nors, {o fhall he Contynually be in dang’, & often
wounded, & weryed in that kynd of fyght, & you fhalbe
faf, the reafon is, he is a ctaine marke to you, & yo are
an vnc'taine marke to hym.

And furiherbecanfe he tyeth him felf vnto on kynd of
fyght only, he fhalbe wearyed for want of Change of
lyinge, & yo by reafon of many changes fhal not only
[{yll fyght at cafe, & much more braue, but you haue
lykewyfe iiij fyghts to his one, to wytt, gardant, open,
clofe, & variable fyght, to his gardant only, therfore y*
fight onl‘y is not to be ftode vpon or vied.

But yfalthis will not fue, & although hehath receyved 12.

Many Wounds, wyl contynually run on to com 1n, &
forcibly breake yor dyftance, then may you faffly take the
grype of him, & hurt him at yor pleafurew' yo* fword, as
appeareth in the chapter of the grype, & he can ncthe:r
hurt nor take y* grype of yo, becaufe the numbr of his
feet are to many, tobringe hishandin place in due tyme,
for fuch a on ever geueth yo the place, therfore befure to
take yo* tyme herin.

o In the Iyke fort may yo do at fword & dagg?, or fword
Buckir”or & buckler, at fuch tyme as I fay, y* yo Maye take the
Dagger” fighr-  grype at the fyngle fword fyght, yo may then infteed
ing, fritewith  of the grype, foundly ftryke him wtyo buckleron the hed
Z:,‘f{:',’{;,’:,, o Or ftabb himw* yordagg' & inftantly eyther firyke vp h!s
gripping,end trip heeles or fly out, & as he lyketh y* coolinge card to his
up b heels. hot braine, fyck fyt, fo let him com for another.

In*Sword and

Lonergem 1774y £ ij fyght & that both lye vpd the true gardant fyght 13.

;{{‘ﬁ *"(f* & that one of them will neede feek towyn the half fWO‘l;d
y
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by preffinge in, y* may yo faflye do, for vpo y* fyght the
half fworde may fafflye be woon, but hey* firft cometh in,
Mutt fyrftgoout, & ty‘prﬁ:mly, otherwife his gard wilbe
to wyde aboue to defend his hed, or yf fyt for y* defence,
then wil it be to wyde vndrneath to defend y* thruft fro
his body web things the patient Agent may do, & fly out

faf, & y* Agent cannot avoyd it, becaufe the moving of

his feet maketh his ward vnequall to defend both prts in ?.. the defen-

ve, the Agemt”
being the one whe

due tyme, but the one or the other wilbe difceived & in
danger, forhebeing Agentvpon hisfirftentrancehistyme
(by reafon of ytnumbr of his feet), wilbe to longe, fo y* y*
patient Agent may firft enter into hisa&ion, &the Agent
muft beof force an after doer, & therfore cannote avoyde
this offence aforefaid. el

14. yf he com in to encounter the Cloze & vpo
baf{ard gardant ward, then yo Maye Croffeglmpl:lag: vyv:
yo™ vpo the lyke gardant ward alfo, & as he cometh in
wt his feet & haue gayned yo the place, y6 may p'fently
vncrofle & ftryke him a found blowe on y© hed, & fly
out inftantly, wher in he cannot offend yo by reafon of
his loft tyme, nor defend him felf vpon yo* vncroffing,
becaufe his fpace is to wyde wherby his tyme wilbe to
longe in due tyme to prvent yo* blowe, this may yo do
fafly.

15. ;f he ¢o in vi:on the baftard gardant ward, bearing
his hylt lower than his hed, or but breft hye or lower,
then ftrik him foundly on the hed we* thinge y6 may
eafylye do, becaufe his fpace is to wyde in due tyme to
ward the fame.

16.  yf yor Enemy charge you vpd his Stocata fyght, yo
May ly variable wt large Diftance & vnc'taine w* yor
fword & bodye at yor pleafure, yet fo y* yo may ftryke,

N3 thruft

The “paticnt
Agens” isthe
man whe flands

attacks,
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thruft or Ward, & go forth & back as occafion is, to take
y¢ advantage of this comynge in, whether he doth it out
of the Stocata, or paffata, weh advantage yo fhalbe fure
to haue, yf yo obfrue this rule & be not to rath in yor
:i;ffi'“";’;‘g’;f' a€tions, by reafon y* y® numbr of his feet wilbe great, &
great"—ie.  alfo becaufe when thofe ij fyghts are met together, it is
f;;v;l'l, :,:: #¢ hard to Make a true Crofle, therfore w'out Large dyf
ﬁ;, o ")’MZJ' dance be kept of them, Commonly they are both hurt
or flayne, becaufe in narrow diftance their hands haue
free Courfe & are not tyed to the tyme of y foote, by
wet fiwyft motion of the hand the eye is deceyved, as yo
may read more at large in the  cap: of my prdoxes
of defence.
You may alfo vfe this fyght, againft the longe fword,
or longe rapior, fyngle & dubble,
vpon this ground fom fhallow wytted fellow may fay,
yf the patient muft keep large diftance then he muft be
dryven to goback ftyll, to w<b I anfwer y* in the con-
This is exaatty tynnuall motion & travers of his ground he is to travers
the traverfe *  circuler wyfe, forwards, backwards, vpo the right hand,
;;";;’:’ff;_‘ & vpo the left hand, the we travers is ftill a certaintye
tobe vfed w'in him felf, & not to be p'vented by yc Agent,
becaufe the Agent cometh one vpo an vnc'taine marke,
for when he thinketh to be fure of his purpofe, the
patient is fomtymes on the on fyde, & fom tymes on y*
other fyde, fomtymes to far back, & fomtymes to neere,
fo y* ftil the Agent muft vfe the numbr of his feet wet
wilbe to longe to anfwer y* hand of y© patient Agent,
& it cannot be denyed but the patient Agent by reafon
of his large diftance, ftil feeth what y* Agent doth in
his comyng, but the Agent cannot fe what the other

doth, til the patient Agent be into his Action, therfore
to

17.

18.
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to late for him eyther to hurt the patient, or in due
tyme to defend him felf, becaufe he entreth his actio
vpo y¢ knowledge of the patient, but he knowt not
what ye patient Agent will do til it be tolate.

yf the Agent fay y* then he wil ftand faft vpon fom
fure gard & fomtymes moving & trav'fing his ground,
& kepe large diftance as y¢ patient do, to we® I anfwer,
y* when ij men fhal meete yt haue both the prfection
of their weapons, againft the beft no hurt canbe don,
other wife yf by any devife on fhould be able to hurt
theother, then werther no prfection in y* vfeof weapons,
this prfection of fyght being obfved, p'venteth both
clofe fyght, & al mann* of clozes, grype & wreftling &
al mann' of fuch other devics what fo euer.

Alfo yf he charge yo vpo his Stocata, or any other
lying af!’ y* fathion, wt his poynt low & large paced,
then lye yo6 a loft wt yor hand & hylt aboue yo' hed,
eyther true gardant, or vpd the open fight, then he can-
not reach yo yf yo kepe yor diftance w'out putting in
of his foot or feet, but yo may reach him wt the tyme
of yo hand, or w! the tyme of your hand & body, or
of Kand, body & foot, becaufe Ze hath al redy put in
his body w'in yor reach & haue gayned yo the place,
& yo are at lybertye & wtout his reach, til he put in
his foot or feete, wek tyme is to longe to anfwer the tyme
of yor hand, & his fpace to wyde in that place to make
a ward in due tyme to defend his hed, Armes & hande,
one of weh wilbe alwaies wt in yo* reach.

note flil in this yt yo* weapons be both fhort of y¢
Equal & convenient length of y* fhort fword.

19. fyf out of his varyable fyght he ftrike at y© right or
left

fyde of the hed or body, then yor beft ward 1;) to
cre
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Parrier of bere it wt fore hand ward, otherwife yo* fpace wilbe to
:f'ff;;'m:_’[.’ wyde & to far to make yo* ward in due tyme.
Kf yo lye a loft as is aboue faid, yo haue the Advantagc,
ecaufe he y!lyeth varyable cannot reach home, at hed
hand or arme, w'out putting in of his foote or fect, &
therfore it cannot be denyed, but y* he y* playeth aloft,
hath ftil the tyme of the hand to the tyme of y* foot,
weh fight beinge truly handled is aduantage invincible,

Yf he lye variable vpo the Imbrocata, theh make a 2.

narrow fpace w! yo* poynt vpwarde, & fodainly yf yo
can Crofe his poynt w* yo* blade put afyde his poynt
ftrongly wt yo' fword & ftrik or thruft at him, & fly
out inftantly, euer remembring yof gouernors y* he de-
ceve yo not in taking of his poynt.

yf he firike or thruft at yo© lege or lower prte out of 22,

Fromthisi  any fyght, he fhal not be able to reach the fame vnles
U, ’f,.‘;:”"' ', YO ftand large paced w* bendinge knee, or vnles he com
knees were very 1N WY his foote or fecte, the web yf he fhal fo do, then
little bent. yo may ftrik or thruft at his arme or vpper prte for
A time kit or  then he putteth them into the place gayning yo the
thruft ot the " place wherby you may ftrike home vpo him & he
rapperbertt - cannot reach yo.
but yf he ftand large paced wt bendinge knee then
wyn the place & ftrike home freely at his knee, & fly

back ther wt,

yf he com to the clofe fight wt yo & y* y6 are both 23.

croft aloft at y¢ half fword w* both yo* points vpwards,

Forcible prefiure then yf he com in wt all in his Croffing bere ftrongly
i “tierce” at yof hand & hylt ou* his wrift, clofe by his hylt putting
“balffword” it ouer at y© backfyde of his hand & hylt p’ﬂ'?ngc doune
his hand & hylt ftrongly & fodainly, in yor entring il;,

& fo

Yf he lye variable aftr the mann* of the paffata then 20,
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& fo thruft yor hylt in his face, or ftrike him vpo ye Recommended
hed w! y* fword, & ftrike vp his heeles, & fly out, ;’{j,,‘,’ a, 1771

yf yo are both fo croft at ye baftard gardant ward, & 1
yf he then prefs in, then ta{e the grype of him as is
fhewed in y* chapter of y¢ grype,

Or w* yo left hand or arme, ftrike his fword blade Beasing t4
ftrongly & fodainly towarde yor left fyde by web mca’ncs{Z‘" o4 7’“
yo are uncroft, & he is difcou'ed, then may yo thruft oty
him in the body wt yor fword & fly out inftantly, wet
thinge he cannot avoyd, nether can he offend yo

_Or being fo croft, yo may fodainly vncrofe & ftrike 4 alternative. .
him vpo the hed & fly out inftantly web thinge yo may
fafly do & go out free.

yf yo be both croft at y half fword w* hys poynt vp
& yo* poynt doune in the true gardant ward, then yf
he prefs to com in, then eyther take y¢ grype of him, g re
as in the chapter of the grype, or wt yor left hand or #7etive o |
arme, ftrike out his fword blade towards yor left fyde as b:fm{; e
aforefaid, & fo yo may thruft him in the body w* yor/eeré of.
fword & fly out inftantly.

Do y6 neuer attempt to cloze or com to y* grype at
thefe weapons vnlefs it be vpo the flow motio or diforder
of yo* enemye,

but yf he will cloze wt you, then yo may take the Wi e es-
grype of him fafly at his comynge in, for he y* firft by 244 “&rp”
ftronge prefling in adventureth the cloze loofeth it, &
is in great danger, by reafon yt the numbr of his feet
are to great, wherby his tyme wilbe to longe, in due
tyme to anfwer the hand of y* patient Agent, as in the
chapter of the grype doth plainly appere,

Alwaies remembring yf y6 fyght vpt the variable
fight y* yo ward vpo forehand ward, otherwife yo* fpace

o wilbe
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wilbe to wyde in due tyme to make a true gardant ward,
to defend yor felf.

yf yo fyght vpo open fyght, or true gardant fyght, 28,

neuer ward vpo forchand ward for then yo* fpace wilbe
to w‘ydc alfo, in due tyme to make a fureward,
¥y

he lye aloft w* his poynt towarde you, aft" the 29,

mann’ of the Imbrocata, then make yo* fpace narrow wt
yo* point upwarde & put by his poynt, & ftrike or
thruft as aforefaid but be fure herin to kepe yo* diftance,
y* he deceue you not in taking of his poynt.

Of div's aduantagcyf you may take by firykinge
[70yo" warde at y fivord [yght.
Cap. .
YRF yor enemy ftrike at the right fyde of yor hed, 1.
SAV-P yo lyinge true gardant, then put 2'0' hilt a
(3 B little doune, Mounting yo* poynt, fo that yo*
PS> blade May Croffe a thwart yo* face, fo fhal yo
make A true ward for the right fyde of yo' hed, from
the web ward y6 may inftantly ftrike him on the ryght
or left fyde of the hed, or to turne doune yo* poynt, &
thruft him in the bodye, or you may ftrike him on the
left dec of the body, or on the out fyde of his left
th
{)gr y0 may ftrike him on the out fyde of the right
thygh, on of thofe he cannot avoyd yf he fly not back
inftantly vpo his blowe, becaufe he inow‘ not wet of
thefe the patient Agent wil do.
Yf yo lye vpo yor true gardant ward, & he ftrike 2.
at the left fyde ofy yor hed, yo haue the choyfe from yo*

ward to ftrike him [rom yt, on the right or left fyde }:)f
the
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the hed, or to turne doune yor poynt, & thruft him in
the bodye, or y6 May ftryke him on the out fyde of
the right or 1:?: thygh, for the reafon aboue fayde in
the laft rule, except he fly out inftantly vpo his blowe.

Yf he charge y6 vpon the open or true gardant fyght,
yfyo wil anfwer him w* the lyke, then kepeyordiftance,
& let yor gatheringe be all waies in yt fyght to warde
his right fyde fo thal yo w* yor fword choake vp any
blowe that he can make at y5, from the wt ward yo
May ftryke him on the right or left fyde of y* hed, or
thruft him in the bodye.

but yf he thruft at your face or body, then yo may )
out of yor gardant fight break it doun warde wt yot 4 tirsf perried
fword bering yo* poynt ftrongly towarde yo* right fyde, «zomse,” ¢
from the we® breaking of his thruft yo may likwife ftrike its ripefles.
him fro the right or left {yde of y¢ hed, or thruft him
in the bodye.

Yf y6 meet wt on y* cannot ftrike fr6 his warde, vpo
fuch a on yo may both dubble & faulfe. & fo deceue
him, but yf he be skylful y5 muft not do fo, becaufe he
wilbe ftil fo vnc'taine in his traverfe that he will ftyll
p‘vent you of tyme & place, fo y* when y5 think to 7, « zusste” =
dubble & falfe, yo fhal gayne him the place & ther vpo to v remife”
he wilbe before’yo in his ation, & in yof comynge he . f{;‘:,j.'f =
will ftil endanger yo, _

yf yo fyght vpo the variable fyght, & that yo recene 4 perry of
a blow wt forechand ward, made at the right fyde of yo* ‘.””:’f""ﬁ ':"‘
hed or body, y6 haue y¢ choife of viij offenciue Actions ,
fro yt ward, the firft to firyke him on the right fy(!e,
eyther on the hed thouldr, or thygh, or to thruft him
in the body, or to ftryke him on the left fyde either on
the hed fholdr or thygh, or to thruft himin the bodg',

O 2 the
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the lyke may yG do yf he ftrike eu’ at yo* left fyde, as

isaboue faid, yf yo bere it wt fore hand ward.

In this forehand ward kepe yo* diftance, & take heed 6,

¥* he deceyue yG not wt the dounright blowe at yor hed
out of his open fyght, for being w* in diftance y fwift
motion of y* hand May deceue yo* eye, becaufe yo know
not by web fyde of yor fword his blow wil com

Alfo fe y* he deceue yo not vpd any falfe offerynge to 7.

firyke at the on fyde, & when therby y0 haue turned yor
poynt a‘?dc, then to ftrike on the other fyde, but yfys
kepe diftance yG are free from yt, therfore ftyll in all
yo* altions rememb* y gou'nors

f he wil do nothinge but thruft, Anfwer him as it 8.

is fet doune in the 16 ground of y* fhort fword fyght
& alfo in div™ places of the 8t chaptr.

Alfo confyder yf he lye at the thruft vpon ye ftocata, g.

or paffata, & y6 haue no waye to avoyde him, except
yo can Crofle his fword blade w* yo», & fo Indirect his
poynt, therfore kepe narrow fpace vpS his poynt, &
kepe well yor diftance in vfing yo* travers.

but yf he put forth his poynt fo y* y6 may Crofs it
w! fore hand ward, for yf y6 wacth for his thruft then
lye vpo forehand ward wt poynt alittle vp. yf he lye wt
his poynt Mounted, & yf yo fyngle yo* thruft vpo the
out fyde of yor fword to warde yor right fyde, or back
of yo' fword hand, ftrike or bere his poynt out towarde
yo* right fyde, & ther vpon putting forward yor body
& left foote Circuler wyfe to warde his right fyde yo
May ftrike him vpé his fword Arme, hed, face or bodye.

Or yf yo take it on the Infyde of yor fword blade to

o warde yo' left fyde then w* yor fword put by his poynt

ftrongly & fodainly towarde yor left fyde, drawing
yo*

10.
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yo* left foote Circuler wyfe back behind the hecle of

o right foote, & firike him on the infyde of his fword

{and or Arme or on the hed, face, or body, & fly out
accordinge to yo* gou'nors

This May yo vfe againft y* fword & dagg* longe or
thort, or rapior & ponyard, or fword & buckler.

Alfo rememb* yf he haue a longe fword, & yo a fhort
fword, euer to Make yor fpace fo narrow, yt yo ma
alwaies break his thru bcérc y! be in force yf poffible
yo may, & alfo to kepe large diftance whether he charge
yo out of the Stocata, paffata, or Imbrocata &c,

of this yo may fe more at large in the 8 chapter.

The mann” of Certaine gryps & Clozes to be
vfed at y* fyngle fhort fword fyght Se.
Cap. 6.

N2 F he frike aloft at the left fyde of yo* hed, and
WS run in wt all to take the Cloze or grype of
%529 you, then ward it gardant, & enter in wt yo©
= {cft fyde puting in yor left hand, on the infyde
of his fword Arme, neere his hylte, bering yo' hand our
his Arme, & Wrape in hishand & fworde vndryof Arme,
as he cometh in, Wrefting his hand & fword clofe to
your bedye turninge back yor right fyde from him, fo
fhal he not be able to reach yo* fword, but yo fhall ftyll
haue it at lybertye to ftryke or thruft him & endanger
the breakinge of his Arme, or the takinge away of his
fword b_y ytgrype. .

Yf yo are both Croft in Clofe fyght vpon the baftard
gardant ward alowe, yo6 May put yor left hand on the
out fyde of his fword at the back ((;f his hand, neere or

3 at
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at the hylte of his fword Arme & take him on the infyde
of yt arme w* yo* hand, aboue his elbowe is beft, & draw
him in towarde yo ftrongly, wreftinge hisknucklesdoun-
warde & his elbowe vpwarde fo may yo endangrtobreak
his arme, or caft him doune, or to wreft his fword out
of his hand, & go free yor felf.

in like fort vpo this kynd of cloze, yo may clape yor 3.
left hand vpo the wrift of his fword arme, holding it
ftrongly & ther wt thruft him hard from y6, & p*fently

o may thruft him in the body wt yo' fword for in yt
i'nﬁant he can nether ward, ftrike, nor thruft,

yf he ftrike home at the left fyde of yo hed, & ther 4.
wt all com in to take the cloze or grype of your hilt
or fword arme wt his left hand, fir{t ward his blow
gardant, & be fure to put in yo* left hand undr yo* fword
& take hold on the out fyde of his left hand, Arme or
fleve, putting yo* hand vnder the wrift of his Arme w*
the toppe of yo' fing® vpwarde, & yof thumb & knuckles
dounwarde, then pluck him ftrongly towarde yo* left
fyde, fo fhal yo indirec his feet turning hys left thould*
towarde y5, vpo wet inftant y6 Maye ftrike or thruft
him wt yo* fword & fly out faf, for his feet being in-
diretted, although he hath his fword at ‘]iybcrty, yet
fhal he not be able to Make any offencyve fight againft
yo becaufe his tyme wilbe to longe to dire& his feet
againe to vfe his fword in due tyme.

Alfo yf he attempt the cloze or grype w* you vpon §.
his baftard gardant ward, then croffe his fword w* the
lyke ward, & as he cometh in wt his fect you haue the
tyme of yo' hand & bodye, whcrb{ wt yo' left hand or
Arme yo May put by his fword blade, wet thinge you

muft fodainly & ftrongly do, cafting it towarde yo'rltlft
yde
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fyde, fo may y5 vncroffe & thruft him in y¢ body wt yor
word & fly out inftantlye, for yf yo ftay ther he wil
direct his fword againe & endanger y3, this may fafly
be don, or yo May vncroffe & turne yo* poyntvp, & ftrike
him on the hed, & fly out inftantly.

6. Yfhe ﬁrcﬂ'e in to the half fword vpo a forechand ward,
then ftrike a found blow at the left fyde of his hed
turnyng ftrongely yo hand & hylt prefling doun his
fword hand & arme ftrongly, & ftrike yor iilt full in
his face, beringe yor hilt ftrongly vpo him, for yor hand
beinge vpp'moft y6 haue the aduantage in yt grype, for
fo May yo breake his face wt yor hylt, & ftrike vp his
heels w* yor left foote, and throwe him a great fall, al
this May fafly be don by reafon y* he is weake in his
comynge in by y* moving of his feet, & yo repell him
in y* fulnes of yo* ftrength, as appeareth in the Chapter
of y* fhort fingle fword fyght, in the 23 grownde of
the fame,

7. remember that yo neur attempt the Cloze nor gry
but looke to his flyppe, Confyder what is faid in the 8t
gentall rule in the Sccond Chapter, & alfo in the 26%
ground of the fyngle fword fyght in the 4t* Chapter.

Of the fhort fword & dagger fyght
Againft the lyke Weapen,

Cap. 7.

BSRVE at thefe weapons the form* rules, de-
g fend wt yor fword & not wt yor dagg?, yet yo
may crofs his fword wt* yor dagg’, yf yo may
‘ " conveniently reach the fame therwt, wt out
puttinge in of yo* foote, only by bendinge in of yo' body,

other
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other wyfe yo* tyme wilbe to longe, & his tyme wilbe
fufficient to difplace his owne, fo y* yo fhal not hyt it
wt yof dagg’, & fo he may make a thruft vpon y6, this
tyme y* I here Meane, of puttinge by of his fword is,
When he lyeth out fpent wt his {word poynt towarde
you, & not elfe, wh thinge yf y6 can do w'out puttinge
in of yo! foote, then yo may vfe yor dagg’, & ftrike
ftrongly & fodainlyehis fword poyntther w*vp, ordoune,
to indirec the fame, that don, inftantly ther wt ftrike or
thruft at him w* yor sword,
Alfoyo may put by hisfword blade wt yor dagg® When 2,

o' fwords are Croft, eyther aboue at forehand ward, or
lclowe at the baftard gardant ward & ther w* inftantly
ftrike or thruft w* yor fword & fly out accordinge to yor
gournors, of this yo may fee more at large in y* Chapter
of the fyngle fword fyght in the 24" ground of the fame.

Alfo yf he be fo foolehardye to com to the cloze, 3.

then yo may gard wt yor fword & ftabb wt yor daggr,
& fly out faf, web thinge y6 may do becaufe his tyme is
to longe by the numbr of his feet, & yo haue but the fwyft
tyme of yo* hand to ufe, & he cannot ftabb til he haue
fetted in his feete, & fo his tyme is to late to endang' yo,
or to defend himfelf.

Know y* yf yo defend yo'felf wt yor dagger in other 4.

fort than is aforefaid, yo fhalbe endang® to be hurt,
becaufe the fpace of yo* dagg’ wilbe ftill to wyde to
defend both blow & thruft for lacke of Circomference
as y¢ buckler hath.

Alfo note when yo defend blow & thruft wt yo* fword §.

yo haue a neerer courfe to offend yofenemyewt yo' fword
then when yo ward wt yor dagg?, for then yo may for the

moft prte from yof warde ftrike or thruft him. v
o
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Y6 muft neyther Cloze nor com to the grype at
thefe weapons, vnlefs it be by the flow motyon or dif-
ordour of yor advfarie, yet yf he attempt y¢ Cloze, or
to com to the grype wtyo, then y5 may fafly Cloze &
hurt him w* yo* dagg" or buckler & go free yo* felf,
but fly out according to yor gou'nors & ther by y5 fhal
put him from his attempted Cloze, but fe yo l{;y not
at any tyme w'in diftance, but in due tyme fly back
or hazard to be hurt, becaufe y* fwyft motion of the
hand_being wtin diftance will deceue the eye, wher
by yo fhall not be able to Judge in due tyme to make
a true ward, of this yo may fe more in t{c chapter of
the back fword fyght in the 12 ground of the fame.
yf he extend forth his daggr hand yo may make yo*

. fyght at the fame, remembring to kepe diftance & to

fly back according to yo* gounors.

Every fight & ward wt thefe weapons, made out of
any kynd of fyght, muft be made & don according as
is taught in the back fword fyght, but only yt the
dagg® muft be vfed as is aboufaid, in fteed of the grype.

yf he lye bent vpo his Stocata wt his fworde or
rapior poynt behind his dagg’ fo y* yo cannot reach the
fame wtout putting in of yo* foote, then make al yo*
fight at his daggr hand, euer remembring yo* gou'nors,
& then yf he draw in his dagg’ hand, fo that yo may
Crofe his fworde blade w* yo™, then make narrow
fpace vp6 him wt yor poynt & fodainly & ftrongely
ftryke or bere his poynt towarde his right fyde, in-
dyreting the fame, & inftantly ftrike or thruft him
on the hed, face, Arme, or body, & fly back ther wt
out of diftance ftil remembring yo* gou‘nors.

yf he lye fpent vpo his variable fyght then kepe yo*

P diftance
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diftance & make yor fpace narrow vpo him, til y5 may
Croffe his fword or rapior point w! yo' fword poynt,
wher vpon, y6 having won or gayned the place, ftrike
or thruft inftantly.

yf he lye bent or fpent vpS the Imbrocata bere vp 10,
yor point, & make yo' fpace narrow & do the lyke.

Of the fhort fuword & dagger fyght againft the longe
JSword & dagger or longe rapior & poinard.

Cap. 8.

WUBSF yo haue the fhort fword & dagg’, defend 1.
w* yo* fword & not w* yo' dagg’, except yo
haue a gautlet or hylt vpo yor dagger hand,
then yo may ward vpo forehand ward, vpon
the dubble w* the poynt of yo* fword towarde his face.

Lye not aloft w* yo' fhort fword yf he lye alowe 2.
variable on the Stocata or passata &c, for then your
fpace wilbe to wyde to make a true Crofe in due tyme,
or to farr in his courfe to make yo* fpace narrow, the
web {pace take heede yo make very narrow, yea, fo y*
yf it touch his blade, it is better.

I fay make yor fpace narrow vntil yo can crofe his 3.
fword blade ftrongly & fodainly, fo fhal you put by his
point out of the rigzt lyne, & inftantly ftrike or thruft,
& flyp back according to yo* gournors. '

but take heede unlefs yo can furely & fafly crofe go
not in, but although y6 can fo crofe, & ther vpon yo
enter in, ftay not by yt but fly out according to yo
gou'nors,

yf wt his longe fword or rapior he charge you aloft 4.
out of his open or true gardant fyght firykyng at tl;’c

right
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right fyde of yo' hed, yf yo hauc a gautlet or clofe. hylt
vpon yor digg® hand then ward it dubble wt forchand
ward, bering yo' fword hylt to warde yof right fhouldr,
w* yo' knuckles upwarde & yor fwon{ poynt to warde
the right fyde of his breft or ﬂzolder, crofling yor dagger
on yo' fword blade, refting yt ther on vpon y* hyer
fyde of yor fword beringe yof hylts clofe together wt
gof dagger hilt a little behind yof fword hilt bering

oth yor hands right out together fpent or verye neere
fpent when y6 ward his blowe', Mectinge him fo vpon
yo' ward that his blow may light at yor half fiword or
w'in, {o that his blade may flyde from yor fword & reft
on yof daggr, at weh inftant tyme thruf{ forth yo* poynt
at his breft & fly out inftantly, fo fhal yo cotynually
endanger him & go faf yo* felf.

5. Yf he ftrike a loft at the left fyde of yo* hed, ward
as aforefaid, bering yor fword hilt towarde yor. left
thould* w* yo* knuckles doun warde, & yor fword poynt
towarde the left fyde of his breft or fhold’, bowing yo
body & hed a little forewarde towarde him, & re-
memb* to bere yor warde on both fyds y* he ftrike y~
not vpon the hed, then vpo his blow meet his fword
as is aforefaid w' yor dagger croft ou’ yor fword blade
as before, & when his fword by reafon of his blowe
vpon yo' fword fhal flyde doune & reft vpon yor dagger,
then fodainly caft his fword blade out to warde yor
left fyde wt yor dagger, to indiret his point, & ther
wt thruft at his breft fr6 yo' ward & fly out inftantly,
the like may you do yf his fword glance out fro yo©,
vpo his blowe.

al this may fafly be don w* y* fhort fword & clofe
hylted dagger or gautlet
P2 Stay
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Stay not w! in diftance of the longe fword or rapior 6,

wt yor fthort fword, nor fuffer him to wyn the place of
you, but eyther Crofe his fword, or make yo* fpace
verye narrow to crofe it before his blow or thruft be
in force, yet keping yor diftance wher by he fhall
firike or thruft at nothing, & fo he fhalbe fubiett to the
tyme of yo' hand againft the tyme of his fect.

Kepe diftance & lye as yG thinke beft for yo© eafe & 7.

fafty, yet fo y* yo may ftrike, thruft, or ward, & when
yo find his poynt Certaine, then make yo* fpace nar-
row & crofe his fword, o fhal yo be the firft mour, &
enter firft into yor action, & he beinge an aftr doer, is
not able to avoyd yor Crofe, nor narrow fpace, nor any
fuch offence as fhalbe put in execution againft hym.

havinge Croft his longe fword or rapior w* yo* fhort 8.

fword blade, & put his poynt out of the ftrait lyne by
force then ftrike or thruft at him wt yor fword & fly
out inftantly accordinge to y' gou'nors.
Stand not vpo gardant g'g

greatlye endanger yd out of his other fyghts becaufe
y5 haue made yor felf a c'taine _!narkc to him, for in
contynuynge in y* fyght only y6 fhal not only weary
yo' l{lf ,’but do alfo exclude yofelf fro the benyfit of
the Open, variable, & clofe fyghts, & fo fhal he haue
four fyghts to yo* one, as IZG may fe in the Chapter of
the fhort fyngle fword fyght in the 15 ground therof.

Yf he Iye in Open or true gardant fyght, then yo ro.

may vpon yo* open & gardant fight fafly bringe yo
felf to the half fword, & then you may thruft him in
the body , vnder his gard or fword when he bereth it
gardant, becaufe he is weak in his garde, but fly out
inftantly, & he cannot bringe in his point to hurt yo

except

ht only, for fo he will g.
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except he go back w* his foote or feet, wed tyme is to
longe to anfwer the fwyft tyme of the hand.

yf he put dounc his fword lower to defend y* thruft
then will his hed be open, fo y* yo may ftrike him on
the hed our ouer his fword & fly out ther wt, wet
thinge he cannot defend, becaufe i:is fpace is to wyde
to put vp his blade in due tyme to make a true ward
for the fame.

Underftand y* the whole fom of the long rapior
fyght is eyther upon the Stocata, Paffata, Imbrocata,
or Mountanta, al thefe, and al the reft of their devycs
you may fafly prevent by kepinge yor diftance, becaufe
therby you fhal ftil dreue him to vfe the tyme of his
feet, wherby yo fhal ftil p'vent him of y* true place,
& therfore he cannot in due tyme make any of thefe
fyghts offencive vpon you by reafon y* the number of
his feet will ftill be to great, fo y* he fhal ftil vie the
flow tyme of his feet to the fwyft tyme of yo* hand,
& therfore yo may fafly defend yor felf & offend him,

Now you plainly fe how to p'vent al thefe, but for
the bett” example note this, wher as I fay by kepeinge
of diftance fom may obiect y* then the rapior man will
com in by degrees w* fuch warde as fhall beft lyke him,
& dryve back the fword man contynually, to whome
I anfwer, yt can he not do, by reafon y* y© fword mans
travers is made crculer wyfe, fo yt the rapior man in
his comyng hath no place to carrye the point of his
rapior, in duc tyme to make home his fyght, but y*
ftil his rapior wil lye wt in the compafs of the tyme
of the fword mans hand, to make a true croffe vpon
him, the w< crofe beinge made w* force he may fai?'
vncrofe, & hurt the rapior man in the Arme, hed,

P3 face
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face or body, wt blow or thruft, & fly out faf before
he fhal haue tyme to direct his poynt againe to make
his thruft vpo y* fword man.

Yf y* rapior man lye vpon the ftocata, firft make yor 12,

fpace narrow wt yo' fhort fword, & take heed y* he
ftrike not doune yor fworde poynt w* his dagger & fo
Jump in & hurt you wt the thruft of his longe rapior,
weh thing he may do becaufc he haue comaunded
your fword, & fo yo are left open & difcov'ed & left
onlye vnto the vnc'taine ward of yor dagg’, wet ward
is to fyngle for a man to venter his lyf on, wet Jf yo
myfle to prforme Neuer fo lyttle yo are hurt or flaine.

To prvent this danger KG muft remember your 13.

gounors, & prfently vpon his leaft motion be fure of
yo* diftance, & yo* narrow fpace, then do as follow?,

Yf he lye vpo his ftocata, w* his rapior point wt in 14.

or behind his dagg* hand out ftrait, then lye yo vari-
able in Meafure w* yor right foote before & yor fword
poynt out directly forth w* yor fpace very narrow as
neere his rapior poynt as yo may, betwixt his rapior
poynt & his dagger hand, from w® yo may fodainly
wta wrift blow, lyft vg yo* poynt & ftrike him on the
out fyde or in fyde of his dagg® hand, & fly out wt all,
then make yor fpace narrow as before, then yf he thruft
home at yo, yo are redy p'pred for hys thruft, or Kc')
ma thruf{ at his dagger fmnd, do w yo fhal thinke
bcf{ , but yo* blow muft be but only by moving of yor
wrift, for yf yo lyft vp yo hand and Arme to fetch a
large blowe then yor tyme wilbe to longe, & yor fpace
to wyde in due tyme to make a true ward to defend
yo© felf from his thruft, fo fhall y5 hurt him although
he haue a gantlet therone, for yor thruft wil run vp

between
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between his fing™, 8 yor blow wil cut of the fyng™ of
his gantlet, for he cannot defend himfelf from on blow
or thruft of 20, by reafon that yo haue the place to
reach home at his hand, & for y* caufe he cannot
p'vent it,nether can he rech home to you w'out putting
in of his foot or feet, becaufe his diftance is to large,
but upon eur blow or thruft yt y6 make. at his hand
flypp back a little, fo fhal yo l{ill vpo euf blow or
thruft y* yo make at him, be out of his reach,

but yf vpon yo* blow or thruft he wil enter in wt
his foote or feet to make home his ftocata or thruft
vpo you, then by reafon of yor flydynge back, you
fhalbe prepared in due tyme to ma{c a prfyt ward to
defend yorfelf wt yor fworde.

Therfore ever refpe his rapior poynte & remember
to make & kepe narrow fpace vpon it wt yor fword
poynt, that yo may be fure to break his thruft before
it be in ful force.

Yf he thruft at yor hyer prts wt his poynt a lyttle
mounted, then make narrow yo* fpace wt yor poynt
vpon his, yf yo Crofe his blade on the infyde between
his rapior & his dagg, yf he prefs in then fré yor crofe
beat or bere backe his poynt ftrongly towarde his right
fyde, and havinge indirected his poynt, ftrike him on
the infyde of the rapior or daggr hand or Arme, or on
the hed, face, or body, & fly out inftantly,

Or you may vpon his pflinge in wt his thruft Slypp
yor poynt doune as he cometh in, & put vp yor hylt
& ward it gardant, & ther wt from that ward caft out
his poynt, & fodainl[{ ftrike him in one of the placs
aforefaid, & fly out inftantlye remembringe yo* gou'nors.

Yf he lye faft & do not com in, then ftrike & thruft

at
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at his daggr hand, w* yor wrift blow and flypp back

ther wt cuery tyme

but yf he lye faft & beat doune Ko’ poynt wt his 17.

dagger, & then thruft at you from his Stocata then
turne vp yo* hilt wt yo knuckles vpwarde & yor nayles
dounwarde, takinge his blade vpo the backfyde of
yo© towarde yor left fyde & bere it gardant towarde yt
fyde, & fo may yo offend him as before is faid vpg yt
ward.

The lyke may yG do vpon him yf he lye out wt his 18,

poynt, when yo haue croft y¢ fame wt yo*, & ftrike it
to eyther {yde, & fo indirect his poynt, and then ftrike
or thruft & fly out.

The lyke muft yo do, yf he lye with his point 19,

directly towarde yor bellye
but yf yo cron

abouefaid, vpo y* out fyde of yof fword w' his poynt
a little hyer than yor hylt, fo y* you may crofe his
blade, then yf he thruft ouer yo blade fyngle uncrofi-
ing the fame, then may Kou break it wt yo' forehand
ward out towarde yor right fyde, & yf he com in ther
wt, then ftrike him on the out fyde of his rapior hand
or Arme, or on the hed or face, & fly out ther wt

but yf he thruft in ouer yor fword as abouecfaid & 21.

prefs in his blade ftrongly dubble wt the helpe of his
dagger, then put doune yo* poynt & turne vp yo* hylt
gardant, fo fhal yo fafly defend it beringe it gardant
out towarde yor left fyde & from yt ftrike him in be-
tween his rapior and dagger in on of the forefaid

places, & fly out,
but yf from this crofe he flypp his poynt doune to
thruft vndr yo’ fword, then ftrike doune gis poynt tg-
warde

his poynt fo mounted or dyrect as 2o0.
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warde his left foote & ther w* ftrike him on the out
fyde of his rapior hand or arme, hed, face, or body, &
fly out inftantly, according to yo* gournors.

Alfo yo may vpon this of his poynt doune, then
turne yo* poynt fhort ouer his blade in yor ftepp-
ynge back, & put yo' poynt doune in the infyde of
his blade turnynge vp yor hilt gardant as aforefaid, &
then yf he thruft at yo, bere it gardant towarde yor
left fyde, & then haue you the fame offenciue blowes
& thrufts againft him as is abouefaid vps y* fame
ward.

22.  Yf he lye aft' the Stocata w* his poynt doune to-
warde yor foote, then crofe his blade on y¢ out fyde,
& yf he turne his poynt our yor blade to make his
thruft vpon you, then turne vp yor hilt & bere it gar-
dant as abouefaid, bering it out towarde yor left fyde,
& fro y* ward offend him as is abouefaid

23.  Alfo in this fyght take heed y* he thruft yo not in
the fword hand or arme, therfore euer refpett to draw
it back in due tyme, remembring therin yo' twofold
gournor, in yof comyng in, to make yo* crofe or narrow
fpace,

24. P Yf at fword & dagger or buckler he ftrike in at the
out fyde of yo right legge ward it wt the back of yo*
fword, carrying yo poynt dounc holding yor knuckles
dounwarde & yor Nayles upwarde, bering Zo’ fword
out ftrongly towarde yo* right fyde, vpon we® ward yo
may ftrike him on the out frdc of the left legge, or
thruft him in y* thigh or belly

25.  The lyke may yo do yf he ftrik at yo other fyde, yf
yo ward his blowe wt the edge of yo* fword yor hand
& knuckles as aforefaid, cafting out his fword blade

towarde
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towarde yo* left fyde, this may be vfed at fhort or
longe fword fyght.

you muft neuer vfe any fyght againft the longe 26

rapior & dagg’ wt yo* fhort fword but variable fyght
becaufe yo' fpace wilbe to wyde, & yo* time to longe’
to defend or offend in due tyme. ’

Alfo yo mutft vfe large diftance euer, becaufe out of »

y* fyght yo can hardly make a true crofe becaufe being
wt 1n diftance y© eye is deceived to do it in due tyme

remembr in putting forth yor fword Eoint to make 28,

yo' fpace narrow, when he lyeth vpo his ftocata, or
any thruft, yo muft hold y¢ handle thereof as it were
a longft yor hand, refting the pomell thereof in the
hollow prte of the mydl of the heele of yor hand to-
warde the wrift, & the former prte of the handle muft
be holden betwixt the fore fynger & thumbe, wtout
the Myddle Joynt of the fore fynger towarde the topp
ther of, holding yt fynger fomethinge ftrait out gryp-
ing round yor handle w yor other iij fingers, & laying
yo' thumbe ftrait out vpo the handle, fo y* yor thumbe
lye al alonge vpon y* fame, fo fhal yo lay yor fpoint
out ftrait towarde his, the better to be able to prforme

this actic prfytly, for yf yo grype yor handle clofe -

ou'thwart in yor hand, then can yo not lay yor poynt
ftrait vpon his to make yo* fpace narrow, but yt yo*
poynt wil til lye to wyde to doe the fame in duc tyme,
& this is the beft way to hold yof fword in al kinde of
variable fyght

but vpo yor gardant or open fyght then hold it w* 29.

ful gryping it in yor hand, & not laying yo* thumb
alonge y* handle, as fom vfe, then fhal you ncuer be

able ftrongly to ward a ftronge blowe.
This
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This haue I written out of myne entyre loue yt I
bere to my country men, wifshing them yet once
againe to follow the truth, & to fly the vaine Imprfyt
rapior fight, the bettr to faue themfelues from wounds
& flawghter, for who fo attayneth to the pfeic of
this true fyght wet I haue here fet forth in thefe my
bref Inftrultions, & 2l% in my pradoxes of defence,
fhal not only defend them fc{ues, but fhal ther by
bring thofe that fyght vpé that Imprflt fyght of z‘
rapior vndr their mercye, or elfe put them in Cobbs
travers, where of ‘ya may read in the 38 Chapter of
my pradoxes aforefaid.

Of y fword & Buckler fight,
Cap. 9.

WORD & Buckler fight, & fword & dagg*

QB fyght are al one, favinﬁ y* yo may fafly de-
H end both blowe & thruft, fyngle w* yo
buckler only, & in likefort yo may fafly

ward both blowes & thrufts dubble, y*is w* fword &
buckler together weh is great aduantage againft y*
fword & daggr, &c, & is the fureft fight of al fhort

weapons.

Of the two hand fivord fight againft y' like weapon.
Cap. 10,

HESE weapons are to be vfed in fight as the

%= fhort ftaf, yf both play vpo dubble & fyngle

hand, at the ij hand fword, the long fword

hath the advantage yf the waight ther of

be not to heavye for his ftrength y* hath it, but yf
Q2 both
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both play only vpon dubble hand, then his blade b
is of covenyent length agreeing wt his ftature y* hath

it, web is according with the length of the meafure of

his fyngle fwordblade, hath the advantage of y© fword
yt is to long for y* ftature of the contrarye prtye, be-
caufe he can crofe & vncrofe, ftrike & thruft, cloze
& grype in fhorter tyme than the other can,

Of the fhort fiaf fight, being of covenient length , againgt
y like weapon.

Cap. 11.

HE fhort ftaf hath iiij wards, ytis ij wt ye
= point vp, & ij wt the poynt doune,

<% be able to thruft fyngle & dubble, & to ward,

ftrike, or thruft in due tyme, fo fhal yo* enemye, yf
he fyght only vpo dubble hand be driuen of neceflitie,
feeking to wyn the place, to gayne yo the place wher

by yo may fafly hurt him, & go free yor felf by reafon

of yor diftance, 8 when yo fhal feeke to wyn the place
vpon him he fhal not be able to gaine the place vpon
you, nor to kepe the place fro you wher by he fhal
eyther be hurt, or in great danger of hurt, bz reafon
of yor large reach, true place & diftance, yor fight be-
ing truly handlzd keeping it felf from Cloze & grype.
And in like fort fhal it be betweene two, we® fhal 2.
play vpon the beft, yt is, yf they play both dubble &

fyngle handed.

yf yo fynd yor felf to ftrong for yor adu™farie in any 3.
mann' of ward, whether the fame be aboue or belowe,

put by his ftaf w* force, & then ftrike or thruft frombit,
ut

At thefe weapons cuer lye fo that y6 may 1.
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but yf yo fynd him to ftrong for y5 vpo hys blowes

from a loft, fo y* yo can hardly bere them vpon yor

ward, then when he ftryketh in a loft at yo* hed, &

by hys maine ftrength would beat doune yo' ftaf, & fo

geue yo 2 hurt before yo fhalbe able to com againe
into yor ward,

Againft fuch a on giue the flypp in this fort, fo-
dainly dray back the hyer prte of yor body 2 lyttle &
yo© for moft foote wt all, & flyp in the poynt of yor
ftaf vadr his ftaf, & thruft fingle at him, & fly out w*
all, fo fhal you be fure to hyt him & go out free,

yf he lye a loft wt his l{af, then lye yo w* your

“hind* hand alowe, wt yo' poynt vptowards his ftaf

making yor fpace narrow becaufe yo may crofc hys
ftaf to ward his blow before it com in ful force, &
then ftrongly & fodainlye indire® his poynt, & fo
thruft at him fyngle, the we* yo may do before he can
remoue his feet, by reafon of the fwyftnes of yor hand
& f}y out ther wt, do this for both {yds of y* hed yf
caufe require yt, fo thal y5 fane both yor hed, body,
and al prts, for yor vpp* prts are garded, & yor lower
prts to farr out of his reach.

yf he lye a lowe wt his poynt doune, then lye yo
wt yo© poynt doune alfo, wt yo* formoft hand lowe &
yo© hind* moft hand hye, fo y* yo may crofe his ftaf,
& do in al things as is before faid in the other

7. yf he lye vpo the thruft then lye yo wt yor fpace

narrow lying vp or doune wt yof poynt in fuch fort as
you may crofe his ftaf, & therby y6 fhal be able to
put or beat by his thruft before 1t be in ful force, &
then ftrike or thruft, euer remembririg yo* gouernors.
yf vpon this any wil obiect y* yf this betrue, then it
Q3 is
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is in vaine to ftrike, or thruft, becaufe he yt doth it
is ftil in danger, this doubt is anfwered in the fhort
fingle fword fight, in the 12" ground thereof

or body, ward it w* yo* point vp & making yo' {pace
fo narrow y* yo may crofe his ftaf before it com in ful
force bearing or beating doune his blow ftrongly, back
againe towards y* fyde y* he ftryketh in at you, & out
of yt ward, then Inftantly, eyther ftrike fré y* ward,
turning back yor ftaf, & ftrike him on y* fyde of the
hed y* is next yor ftaf,

Or lyft vp yor ftaf againe, & fo ftrike him on the
hed or body, or thruft at his body dubble or fyngle,
as yo may find yo* beft aduantage ever in holding yor
ftaf, let ther be fuch convenient fpace between yo*
hands, wher in you fhal fynd yor felf apteft to ward,
ftrike or thruft to yor beft lyking

Yf yo play wt yor ftaf wt yor left hand before & yo© 9.

right hand back behind, as many men do fynd them
felues moft apteft when y* hand is before, & yf yor
aduerfarie vpo his blowe com in to take the cloze of
you, when yo fynd his ftaf croft w* yo™ neerc his
hand then fodainlye flyp vp yor right hand clofe to
the hindr fyde of yor formoft Kand, & prfently loofing
yo' for muft ham{ & put it vnd* your owne flaf, &
then crofe or put by his ftaf ther wt & w* yor hand
take hold of his ftaf in fuch fort y* yor lyttle fyng* be
towards the poynt of his ftaf, & yor thumb & fore
fing® towards his hands, & prfently w* yo riiht hand
mount y¢ point of yor owne ftaf cafting the point
thereof back ouer yor right fholdr, w* yor knuckles
doun wards, & yof nayles vpwards, & fo ftabb him }i)n

the

Yf 10’ adurfarie ftrike a loft at any fyde of yo* hed 8.

10.

11,

12,

Bref Infiruétions. 119
the bodf{ or face wt the hind’ end of y* ftaf, but be
fure to ftabb him at his comyng in, whether y5 catch
his ftaf or not, for fomtymes his ftaf will lye fo farr
out y* vpon his comyng in yo cannot reacz it, then
catch y* arme in his comynge in we® he fhal firft put
forth wt in yor reach, but be fure to ftabb, for his flaf
can do yo no hurt, and having fo don, yf y6 fynd yo*
gclf to ftrong for him, ftrike vp his hecles, yf to weake
y out.

The like muft yo do yf yo play wt yo* right hand
before, & yor left hand back behind, but yt yo neede
not to {lyde forth yor left hand, becaufe yor right hand
is in the right place of yor ftaf alredye to vfe in yt
action, but then yo muft difplace yor left hand to.take
hold of his ftaf, or the grype as is a forefaid, & to vfe
the ftabb as is aboue faid,

yf both lﬁc a loft as aforefaid, & play wt y¢ left hand
before, yf he ftrike at the Ryght fyde of yo* hed or
body then muft y6 crofe his ftaf before his blow be in
ful force, by making yo' fpace narrow, & then ftrike
it ftrongly back againe towards his left fyde, & from
yt ward yo may turne back yo* ftaf & firike him back-
wards ther wt on the left {yde of the hed, or lyft vp

of ftaf & ftrike him on the right or left fyde of the
icd, body, or arme, or thruft him in the body, the
lyke blowes or thrufts may you make at him whether
he ftrike or thruft, having put by his ftaf,, remembring
of gou'nors.

The like ordr muft yo vfe in playing with the right
hand before,

but yf he thruft at yo cGtynually then cuer have a
fpeciall care to cofyder, whether he lye a loft or be-

lowe,
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lowe, & do continually thruft at yo ther from, then
looke that yo euer lye fo yt y6 make yor fpace fo narrow
vpon him, y*yo be fure to crofe his ftaf wt yo™, & put
it before it be in full force, and fr6 y* ward, thruft at
him fyngle or dubble as yo fynd it beft, & yf he re-
membr not to fly back at y* inftant when he thrufteth
it wilbe to late for him to avoyd any thruft y* yo fhal
make at him,

Qf the fhort flaf fyght againft the longe flaf.
Cap. 12.

YBSF yo haue a ftaf of the covenient length 1,
againft a ftaf of longer length than is cove-

nient then make yo' fpace narrow, & fecke

not to offend vntil yo haue ftrongly & fwyftly
put by his point the we® yo fhal wt eafe accomplith,
by reafon of yo* narrow fpace & yo* force, then ftrike
or thruft as yo thal thinke beft.

This fhort ftaf fight againft z‘ longe ftaf is don in 2.
t

the fame fort that fhort ftaf fight to fhort ftaf is don,
but yt the man wt the fhort ftaf muft alwaies remembr
to kepe a narrow fpace vpon y* long ftaf, wher fo
euer the longe ftaf fhal lye, Hye or lowe, cotinually
make yor fpace narrow vpd him, fo fhal yo be fure yf
he ftrike or thruft at yo, to take the fame before it be
into his full force & by reafon yt yo* force is more w'
yo* fhort {taf than his can be at the poynt of his longe
ftaf, yo fhal caft his ftaf fo farr out of ye ftreit ]‘ync wt
yo' fhort ftaf, y* yo may fafly enter in wt yo feet, &
ftrike or thruft home at him.

Yet this prfent fhift he hath at y* inftant, he may 3.

flypp
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flypp back his ftaf in his hands, weh tyme is fwyfter
then yor feet in comynge forwarde, wher by he wil
haue l{is ftaf as fhort as yo©, yet by reafon y* at y* firft

o caft his ftaf fo farr out of the right lyne, that yo
{ad tyme to enter in wt yo© feet, yo fhal then be fo
neere him, y* yo maK make narrow fpace vpo him
againe, fo y* he fhal haue no tyme to flyp forwarde
his ftaf agayne in his former place, nor to go back wt
his feet, & fo to recour the hindr end of his ftaf againe,
becaufe yf he flyp forth his ftaf to ftrike or thruft at
you, that may yo fafly defend becaufe of your narrow
fpace vpd him, & ther wt al yo may ftrike or thruft
him fro yor warde, eyther at fyngle or dubble,

4 but yfy he wil go gack wt his fect thinking by y*
meanes to recour the whole length of hys ftaf againe,
y* can he not do in covenyent tyme because the tyme
of yor hand is fwyftr than y* tyme of his feet, by reafon
wherof yo may ftrike or thruft him in his goyng back.

5. Againe it is to be remembred in y*tyme y* yokee
him at yt bay, vpo the drawing in of his ftaf, the hind
end therof lying fo farr back behind him wilbe fo
trobblefom vnto him, that he can make no prfyt fight
againft y& & comonly in his drawing in of his ftaf it
wilbe to fhort to make true fight against you, nether
to offend y6 nor defend him felf,

6. yf he attempt the Cloze wt yo then ftabb him wt
the hindr end of yor ftaf as is faid in y¢ fyght of y* ij
fhort ftaves of covenyent length, in the g'* ground
therof

Note. Remembr yt at Morris pyke, forreft byll,
longe ftaf & two hand fword, y* yo lye in fuch fort
vpo yor wards v* yo may }l;oth ward, ftrike, & thll;uﬂl;

ot



122 Bref Inflruttions.
both dubble & fyngle, & then returne to yor former
wards flyps & lyinge againe & then are y5 as yo wer
before

The like fight is to be vfed wt y* Javelen, prtyfon,
halbard, black byll, battle Axe, gleve, half pyke &ec.

Of the fight of the forref byll againft
the like weapon & againft the flaf.
Cap: 13.

SXHE forreft byl haue the fyght of the ftaf but
=€ y* it hath iiij wards more wt the hed of the
s Kyll, ' is one to bere it vpwards, another to
beat it dounwards fo y* the carrage of yo*
be wt the edge neyther vp nor doune but
fyde wyfe.

The other ij wards are on to cast his byl hed towards
the ryght fyde, thother towards J'* left fyde.

And vpon cif on of thefe wards or catches runvp to
his hands wt the hed of yo* byll & then by reafon y*
yo haue put his ftaf out of y* right lyne, yo may catch
at his hed neck arme or leggs &c wt y* edge of yo'
byll, & hook or pluck him ftrongly to you & fly out
wall.

Yf yo caft his ftaf fo farr out yt yor byll flyde not 2.

vp to his hands, then yo may fafly run in flyding yo
hands wtin one yard of y¢ hed of yo* byll, & fo w* yo’
byl in one hand take him by y* legg w* the blade of
yo' byll & pluck him to yo & wt yo* other hand defend
yo' felf from his gryps yf he offer to grype w* you.

Yf you fight byll to byll do the like in al refpetts 3.

as w! y* ftaf in yor fyght, for yo* byll fight & ftaf fyght
18
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is al one, but only for the defence & offence w the hed
of y¢ byll, & wher y* {taf man vpo the cloze yf he vfe
y¢ {tabb w* the butt end of his ftaf, the byll man at yt
tyme is to vfe y© catch at his legg w* y* edge of his
byll, as in K' fecond ground above is faid.

Rememb* euer in al yo' fyght wt this weapon to
make yo* fpace narrow whether it be againft tK: ftaf
or byll fo y* what fo euer he fhal do againft you, yo
fhal ftill make yor ward before he be in his fl)l'l force
to offend you.

5. Alo yf yo can reach wt'in the hed of his byll wt the
hed of yor byll then fodainly wt the hed of yor byll
fnach his byll hed ftrongly towards you, & therwtall
indiret his byl hed & forcibly run vp yof byl hed to
his hands, fo haue y6 the lyke advantage as abouefaid,
wheras I {pake of runyng vp towards his hands.

6. Yf he lye alowe w* his byl hed then yf y5 can put
yo© byll hed in our the hed of his bylle & ftronglye put
doune his byl ftaf wt yor byl hed, bearinge it flat, then
yo may p'fently run vp yo* byll hed fingle handed to
his hands & fly out therw?, fo fhal yo hurt him in y*
hand & go free yo'felf.

7. The like may yo do wt yo* byll againft the fhort

ftaf yf.y6 can prefs itdoune in {’ lykefort,but yf he haue
a longe ftaf then run vp dubble handed wtboth hands
vpon yo© byll, wet thynge y6 may fafly do becaufe yo
are in yor ftrength & haue taken him in the weak prte
of his ftaf.

8.  Yf he lye hye wt his byll hed then put vp yor byll
hed undr his & caft his byll out to y* fyde y* yo fhal
fynd fytteft, fo haue yo the aduantage to thruft or hook
at him & fly out.

R 2 Or
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Or yf y6 caft his byl farr out of the right lyne then
run in & take him by the legg wt y* edge of yor byll,
as is faid in the 27 ground of this chapter.

Yf yo ward his blow wt yor byll ftaf wtin yo' byll g.
hed, then anfwer him as w' y* fhort ftaf.

Note y* as the byl mans aduantage is to tak the ftaf
w* y* hed of y¢ byll {o the ftaf man by reason y* y* hed
of y¢ byll is a faire mark hath y* aduantage of him in
y¢ cafting afyde of the hed of the byll wt his ftaf or
beating y! afyde, the we® yf y¢ byll man looke not very

Bref Infruitions. 12§
hand & com to thruft at y5, then in the Mountinge of
his poynt or his cﬁzngc in fodainlye toffe vp the poynt
of yo* pyke wt yor hand fynglc & fo thruft him in the
leggs w* yo© pyke & fly out therwt.

Or cls you May ftand vp5 yor ward & Not tofle vp
yor pykes poynt but breake his thruft by croffynge the
poynt of his pyke wt the Mydds of yof pyke by cafting
vp yo© hand, wt the butt end of yo pyke aboue yo* hed,
& fo bering ouer hys point w* yo* ftaf, to the otier fyde
as for example,

well into it the ftaf man ther vpon wil take al mann’ of 2. Yfyo lye wt yor hand fpent towards the left fyde of
aduantages of y* ftaf fyght againft him. yo© bodye, then fodainlye bere his poynt ouer ftrongly

towards yo' right fyde.
“ The Chapter . . Yf y6 lye wt yor hand fpent towards yor right fyde
on she Mo Of the j}'gfz 9/1' {, morris pyke againf? then bere his poynt towards yor left fyde, & ther vgon
i i ¢ ke weapon. gather vp yor pyke wt yor other hand & thruft at him

work /Rtalt. C"P-‘ 14 & ﬂy out.
of porries with F yo fight w! yo* enemy having both morris 1. Yf he cotynew his fyght wt his point aboue, & yo

W Lo N pyks wt both poynts of yor pyks forwards,

‘ fé alowe upon y* ground, holding the butt end

" of the p{kc in one hand fyngle w* knuckles
vpwards & the thumb undrneth, wt the thumbe &
forefing* towards yor face & the l{ttlc fynger towards
the poynt of y¢ pyke, bering the butt end of the pzke
fro the one fyde to y* other right before the face, then
lye yo w* yo arme fpent & yof body open wt yo' hand
to y< right fyde w* yo* knuckles Dounwards & yo* nailes
vpwards.

Or y6 may lye in y* fort, w* yo* hand over to the
left fyde wt yo© knuckles vpwards & yo' nayles Doun-
wards, wherby al yo* body wilbe Open. yf then he fhal
fodainlye rayfe vp the point of his pyke w* his c}:thc;

an

lye wt yor pyke breft hye & hyer w* your hand & point
fo, yt yo may Make yo* thruf{ at his face or body wt
yo' poynt Direttly towards his face, holding yo* pyke
w! both your hands on yo* ftaf yor hinder hand wt yor
knuckles vpwards & yo' formuft hand wt yo knuckles
dounwards & ther fhaking yo* pyke & faulfing at his
face wt yo* poynt as Neere his face as you may, then
fodainlye Make out yor thruft fyngle handed at his face
& fly backe wall, we® thruft he can hardly breake one
of 20 by reafon y* yo haue made yo* fpace fo narrow
vpon his gard, fo yt yo beinge firft in yo* aCtion he
wil ftil be to late in his defence to defend himfelf.
but note while yo lye faulfinge to Deceve him looke
well toyor leggs ythe in tfl;e Meane tyme toffe not vp the

3 poynt
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poynt of his pyke fyngle handed & hurt yo therwt in
¢ fhynes.

Yf he lye fo w* his poynt vp a loft as you do then .
Make yo* fpace Narrow Mountinge yo' point a lyttle &
crofe his pyke wt yo™ & ftronglye and fodainly caft his
poynt out of the right lyne and thruft whome from the
fame fyngle or dubble as you fynd yor beft aduantage,
& fly out therwt.

Or yo may run in when yo haue caft out his poynt
flydinge both yor hands on yor ftaf til yo com wtin iij
quarters of a yard of the hed of yor pyke & ftabb him
therw® wt one hand & wt* yor other hand kepe him of
from y® grype.

Now yf he be a man of fkyll, notwiftandinge y* 6.
Making of y* faulte in fuffering you to do fo yet this
help he hat¥|, as y6 are comynge in he will fodainlye
draw in his pyke poynt & fly back wtall, then haue yo
no helpe but to fly out inftantly to the myddle of yor
pyke & from thence backe to y* end & then are yo as at
the firft begynnynge of yo' fyght yo were.

Yf you fynd y* he lye farr out of y¢ right lyne wt 7.
his poynt or yt yo can fo farr Indirect y¢ fame then caft

o' pyke out of yo* hands, crofe over vpon the myds
of his pyke, by wet meanes yo fhal entangle his pyke,
then while he doth ftryve to get his pyke at lybertye,
run you in fodainlye drawing yor Daggr & firike or
ftabb at him.

Then yf he haue the prfection of this fyght as well 8,
as you, he wilbe as reddy wt his dagg* as yo are w* yo~,
then muft yo fyght it out at the fyngle dagg’ fyght as
is fhewed in the 15 Cap: then he y* hath not the
prfe@ion of y* fyght gow* to wracke. And

n
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¢ And here note y* in al the courfe of my teachinge
of thefe my breef Inftrutions yf both the prtyes haue
the ful prfe@ion of y¢ true fyght then the on will not
be able to hurt thother at what prfyt weapon fo euer.
jo. But yfa Man y* haue the prfe@ion of fight fhal
fight wt on yt haue it not then muft y* vnfkylful man
go to wrack & thother goe free,

Of the fingle Dagger fyght againf? the lyke weapon.
Cap: 15.
23IRST know y! to this weapon ther belongeth
§ no Wards nor gryps but againft fuch a one
as is foolehardy & will fuffer himfelf to haue
¥ a ful ftabb in the face or bodye to hazard
the geving of Another, then againft him y6 may vfe
Ko’ left hand in throwinge him afyde or ftrike vp his
ecles aftr y6 haue ftabd him.
2. In this ({agg' fyght, yo muft vfe cotynual motion fo
thal he not be able to put y5 to y* cloze or grype, be-
caufe yo* contynuall motion difappointeth ﬁ

im of his
true place, & the more ferce he is in runynge in, the
foon™ he gayneth you the place, wherby he is wounded,
& yo not any thing the rather endangered.

3. The mann’ of handling yo* cotynuall motion is this,
kepe out of diftance & ftrik or thruft at his hand, Arme,
face or body, y* fhal prefs vpon yo, & yf he defend
blow or thruft wt his dagg® make yo blow or thruft at
his hand.

4. Yf he com in wt his left legg forewards or wt the
right, do you ftrike at y* prte as foone as it fhalbe
w'in yo* reach, remembring y* yo vfe contynual motion

in
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in yor prgreffion & regreflyon according to yo* twyfold
gournors,

Although the dagg’ fyght be thought a verye dan- g.

gerous fyght by reafon of y* fhortnes & fynglenes
therof, yet the fight therof being handled as is afore-
faid, is as faf & as defencive as is the fight of any other
weapon, this endeth my breef Inftrucions.

Finis.

Sundry

Sundry kinds of play or fight. Thornborow.
1 Uncrtaine variable
2 fyngle
3 gardant.

itf different kinds of fight.
1 y* forceth or prfleth on
2 he y* goeth back wtfom blow or

thruft w'anlmfp'ﬁtward
3 he y* ftandeth to his wards or|5 out of y* way.
paffato

1. Againft him y* p'fleth ye, naked play is beft becs
he ufeth his foote, y* open lofty play y¢ hand.

2. y* 2™ is beft followed wt y* variable & vncrtaine
handling els thould y5 be a marke to yor enemy & too
flow in motion,

3. y* 3™ muft be incountred wt y* gardant play
wherin you fhal try him at y* B fword or how he can
efcape y* prting blow or thruft.

When y6 gather kepe yor place & fpace equal &
only be a patient & rememb* yt y* gardant play bring-
eth yo fafly in & keps yor enemy out.

Know this ordr of play els y* beft may be deceaved,
to be ufed againft al thefe difgercncs & bring y* good-

S nes
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nes therof in fufpitic, for al thefe plaies are good in
their kynd, tyme & occafic offered by div'fitie of play,
but not on of them to be continually ufed & played
vpon as a pfectic againft cuery affault.

1. In y* naked play yo muft fet yo'felf vpright wt
yo© feet in a fmale fpace, obf'ving y* place ofP yo* hand
wher yo may ftrike or thruft mof¥ quickly & redely
& fo take y* tyme of him y* pfeth on (vgng y* tyme
of his feet) wt yo* blowe or thruft wher he is moft
open.

1. In y* variable phy, y6 dryve him to his fhyfts
changing yo'felf into fundry kynds of blowes thrufts &
lyings, we yo muft not ftay upon,

2. fecking to 4 him ftl in his playes as yo may,
wherby KG fhal force him to fly, or els to ftand to y
proof of his B fword play.

3. the gardant play is to be vfed againft y* blowe,
thruft & paffata y* cometh wtin dang’ of hurt, for
treading y* right way & keping yo' place & hand in
fpace & ftrength you cannot loofe y¢ tyme to defend
fro either of thofe offers.

thefe Judged of in reafon & known by fom pradtife
wil make yo deale fafly againft al forts, fkilful or vn-
fkilful, fo y* feare or Ang' hinder not yor Knowledge.

Of Tymes.
hand
.} foote
hand & foot
foot & hand. naught

1. The tyme of y

of
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Of place fpace. firength & tyme.

1. y° tyme of y* hand is when y5 ftrike fro 2 w or
ftand in place to ftrike,

2. the tyme of y* foot is when yG ftep forward to
firike or when yo gather towarde yof own right fyde.

3. y* tyme of y* hand & foot is when yo tread yor
ground in courfe to ftrike rather than prfling forwards,
or when yo flide back or go back, yor hand & foot
being then of equal agillitie.

4 y* tyme of y* foot & hand is when y6 handle
yor gardant play vfing then a flowe moti6 in both.

ther is but i good way to gather vpo yor encmy,
gardant. Al other are dangerous & fubie to y* blowe
on y* hed or thruft on y* body.

l{)r no way can ward both but as aforfd.

yor hand & feet in good play muft go together,
whether it be in quick or flow motion.

In gathering forwards or tow™s yor right fyde yo
hand falleth frg yor place, fpace, & ftrength & fo
falleth out y* lofs of tyme.

when y5 gather & fuffer y* goune yo fight, defend
only. when yo do, be fingle, or not fixed tgwgrds on
any lying,. but alfo y* quicknes of yor hand in its p'p
place carried,

In breaking y* thruft when yo lye aloft fingle or
gardant & fpace yor arme fomwhat bowing in ward-
ing y* blowe; haue refpect to yor place of hand &
ftrength, yor arme ftrait. this courfe in yof tyme is
beft prformed, the on of thefe wt yor hand aloft yo*
point downe thother yof hand in place yo* more high

yor fpace lefs curious.
S2 Dubble
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Dubblej(fence defence treble
tyme ward
place way
(pace flow motio

" hand ‘ Dubble (fals
arme, weapo| true fingle fpatious
body Strait obfcure.
foote J Manifeft

tyme is cheefly to be obftved in both actions vpo
web ( place ) waitcth
fpace :
Upon thefe 3 y* 4 following, vpon thefe 4 y" firft
3, upon thefe y* later 3.
to hurt or defend, a tyme in both is to be obftved
to y* furtherance of wet place is to be gotten, wtout web
tyme wilbe to long to pfform y* we® is intended, y* fpace
is to be noted betwene ij oppofits & in refpe& of
touching, or in regard of faving as alfo for priving of
tyme, by y* fmale way it hath either to y* body, or
puting by y* weapon.
the next 4 muft be vfed together to p'forme thother
iij rules, for y* hand being nymble & quick of itfelf
may els be hindered in y* want of any of thefe, the
weapon muft be framed & inclyned to stve y* agilitie
of y* hand eyther in hurting or defending.
the body vpright or leanyng to y* weapon, yt it
hindr not y* difpofitio of thother ij the foot anfwerable
to them plying y* hand & ward al in ftrait fpace, y* w™
wt hand high wt y* point downe, the arme ftrait out as
redy for both actions.
the
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the way vndr y* w'd widrawing y* body from harmes,
the motio flowe y'y* a&io of y* hand be not hindered.

the reft are y* difpofitions of y* placed difplaced
handlings

Slowfoot : fwift hand : quick foot : flow hand.

tread : firide : follow : falaway:
When yb feek to offend wt blow or thruft, yor place of
hand is loft, y* way to redeeme it is to flyde back vnd*
yo lofty ward as aforefd alwaies yt yo* adu'farie lye
aloft redy to ftrike or thruft or vfe his hand only,

yf yo would offend him yt Iycth lowe vp6 y* thruft
then when yo difplace yor weapon fro aloft yo6 may
aft’ yo* blow at hed or arme or neereft place, ftand &
thruft before y6 go backe becaufe he is out of place &
fpace & cannot +, & therby loofeth his tyme to annoy
yo & yo may thruft & retyre for a new affault,

this not fo fownd,

In ftriking or thrufting neur hind* yo* hand w* putin
forth yor foote but kepe y* glace therof til yo haue of-
fended wt y* one only y* bending of yor body very
little foreward may fuffite, els yo loofe a dubble tyme,
on in fetting forth yor foot thother in recou'ing yof
loft place of yor fot both to y* lofs of tyme & yof
purpofte.

Strike : thruft: ward : breake:

the dubble offence is in ftriking & thrufting.

warding y* blow

tgcf"-' fold {breakinggyor puting bye y* thruft

cience 10 |flyding back vndr yof hanging ward.
wyn y* place: ftarid faft, ftrike home

offend, defend, & go faf.
S 3 al
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al vnd" play is beaten wtmoft agil, fingle & y* lofty
the lofty wt y* gardant, His when wt his foot he
fecke y* low lying is out of place to a1
ofend defend or not fo for lack of tyme 93 :;t{:r{ cading
fpace & croffing, yf he lye out wt bis Zf' other )?l')linge
longr weapo it is put bye fro aloft, who therto a dio;gf

hath place tyme & reach of body &|.
arme al wty* 4. &
Crofs
thelofty naked play is beaten wt y* ward becs of {fpacc}
tyme

to Defend, y* lofty naked fingle loofe play {'veth to win
y° Tyme o(v y* lowe & dubble play.

the bent gardant requireth yor arme ftrait high &
out y* point down towards (93 re 11 wel) y* body &
foote yt way inclyned.
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